Issue: 25

Date: 18 May 2018

Dear Parents / Carers,
We seem to now be racing to the end of term. Huge congratulations to Year 6 for completing their
week of SATS papers and well done to Year 2 who are in the final stages of completing theirs. The
children have been wonderfully focussed; thank you for your continued support in order to afford all
the children the best chances of showcasing their potential.
As ever, please find a review for next week;
EVENT
Y3/4 Production to
Parents
Play4 Ages
Wraparound care
“stand”
Y5 Parent PESE
meeting

DATE / TIME
Monday 21 May @6pm

DETAILS
As advised by Parentmail

Tuesday 22 May @
3.30pm

Y3/4 Production to
parents
Wellbeing Day
School Disco

Tuesday 22 May @ 6pm

Opportunity to meet the new
provider and register for taster
session
Meeting to discuss entry to
Grammar School for Year 5
pupils only
As advised by Parentmail

Celebration
Assembly
Last Day of Term 5

Thursday 24 May @ 9am

Tuesday 22 May @
3.30pm

Wednesday 23 May
Wednesday 23 May @
6pm – 7.30pm

Friday 25 May @ 3.20pm

In school activities
Please book through
Parentmail and pay at the
school office
By invitation
Please remind your child to
take their PE kit home.

Wraparound Care – Play 4 Ages
I was delighted to advise you by Parentmail yesterday about the arrangements for registration for
our new wraparound care provider. This has been an eagerly anticipated addition to our offer to
parents and I am very sure that places will fill very quickly! The provider will be at school on
Tuesday 22 May after school in order to meet with you more informally and to take registration
details for your child for the taster sessions on Monday 11 June and Tuesday 12 June. These will

be held in the hall and will provide a snapshot of the activities that will be part of their provision.
Should you wish to contact the provider, please use the following;
childcare@play4ages.co.uk

Apple Watches, Fitbits and Mobiles
There have been an increasing number of children wearing or bringing these devices into school. I
would be grateful if children did not come to school wearing Apple watches or fitbits as these are
causing distraction in class and are expensive items for school. All mobile phones should be
handed into the school office and should not be kept in children’s bags. Your support in this respect
is much appreciated.
KS2 Trip to Herstmonceux Observatory
As you are already aware, the KS2 trip is on the first Thursday of next term; 7 June. I would be
grateful if you could ensure all consents and payments are in place for this by the end of this term.
We are looking for one more parent helper for this trip; if you are available and happy to spend the
day with us, we would be delighted to hear from you! Please let the school office know.
Safeguarding
The Children’s Commissioner, Anne Longfield been a passionate campaigner to enhance and
improve digital services for children. Last year she launched the ‘Digital 5 a Day’ campaign to help
children manage their online lives, and designed straightforward terms and conditions for popular
social media companies. This year she has drawn up a business plan after consultation with young
people, that will explore whether guidelines can be drawn up to help parents keep children
emotionally healthy online. The National Online Safety website has a wealth of supporting materials
and tips for parents from using APPs to setting family rules; I have included the link for your
reference.
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/resources/platform-guides/
If you have any concerns about your child’s safety, please contact the school’s Designated
Safeguarding Leads; Mrs Bone and Mrs Frost. I would be grateful if you could also take the time to
complete our short survey on Dangers in our Community

A note from the PTA
The PTA is delighted to announce that the quiz night resulted in a profit of £463. Even better.....this
makes the total profit from our fundraising activities to date £2108! We would like to thank you for
your continued support by taking part, making donations and helping out at events. Next week keep
your eyes peeled for our new fundraising thermometer, kindly donated by Susan Anderson, so that
you can see our progress against our fundraising targets over the remainder of the school year.
Finally, we look forward to seeing your children at next week’s disco. Please complete the
ParentMail form and place £5 in an envelope with your child’s name, ‘PTA disco’ and any special
dietary requirements written on it in the reception post box.
Many thanks
Kate
Chair of VIPS Kings Hill PTA
Reading Challenge
Year 3
100%
Year 4
94%
Panda
93%
Year 5
78%
Year 2
55%
Year 1
50%
This week’s results show a fantastic level of reading in most classes well done! This week’s winners
are Year 3 again with a totally perfect 100%.
Attendance
Year 6
Year 3
Panda
Year 1
Year 5
Year 2
Year 4

100%
99.3%
98.7%
98.7%
98.0%
96.7%
96.7%

I am delighted to confirm that this week’s attendance is 98.1% this is a fantastic level of attendance
and is just over our school target of 98%! Our year to date attendance is 96.1%. Many
congratulations to Year 6 who win this week’s attendance with a magnificent 100%.

Pupil Success




Isabella in Year 2 for receiving a Blue Peter Badge
Alexei in Year 6 for his selection by Rondos for a tournament in Holland.
Isla in Year 3 for doing her Physical testing for her Black Belt in Karate

Penguins
This week
In English, we have read Cinderella and discussed how original stories are often different from the
film versions. We also looked at similarities between Cinderella and Little Red Riding Hood to
discover themes and conventions, in preparation for writing our own version of a traditional tale.
There has been a high level of integration in Year 3 and 4 as they ready themselves for their
production of Oliver.
During Science, we have learned about food chains and we are now using the correct terminology
to talk about specific food chains, such as producer and consumer.
In Art, we have been exploring the art of Henri Rousseau and discussing features of his pictures
and techniques. Each member of the class then chose which medium they would like to use and
created their own wildlife picture.
How can we help at home?
It would be helpful to identify adjectives within stories you read at home and talk about how you can
change them to make them more exciting.

The Approach of the Goliath,
By Jasper Rawlins

The Forestry Jungle by Samuel Millsom

The Tiger’s Kingdom by Jack Farmer

An Insect’s Paradise
by Adegbemiro Adesokan

Panda Class
Panda Class have been talking about being kind this week, what kindness looks like and what
makes a kind person. We have also discussed the differences between being rude, mean and
being a bully. This is to support Pandas to recognise how actions and words can be perceived. In
Maths we have been looking at ‘doubling’ this week and we apologise if you have had to enjoy our
song ‘Mr Double Trouble’. We have continued to consolidate our phonics knowledge. We have also
noticed our beanstalks do not seem to be growing quite as quick as Jack’s! Pandas also had a fun
trip to the local play park this week; what a fabulous afternoon thank you for our helpers who
enabled us to do this.
How can you help at home?
Ask to hear the song ‘Mr Double Trouble’ and challenge your child to some doubling e.g. double 2,
3 etc. We have been endeavouring to teach some of our Pandas to skip (step, hop, step, hop) any
support with this would be gratefully appreciated.
Books we have enjoyed reading this week.

Year 1
This week in Year 1 we have continued with our poetry topic with a focus on Cobweb Morning by
June Crebbin. We explored the poem and pictures of cobweb covered trees, and used this to write
a poem about cobwebs together as a class. Then we linked this to Art by looking at the street artist,
NeSpoon. We created our own pictures inspired by her creations.
Also in in Art, we carried on looking at the artist, Henri Rousseau. We looked at pictures of
rainforest leaves, and did our own close observational drawings using the leaves.
In Maths, we have continued to use addition and subtraction to solve word problems; we have also
progressed to counting in 2s,5s, and 10s. We have looked at sequences of numbers and started to
solve problems too.

How can you help at home?
Count in steps of 2s, 5s, and 10s. Create some sequences for the children to continue; for example,
20,25,30 and so on. Compare numbers and talk about which is greater or less then. Can they put
the symbols in the right place?

Year 2
Firstly, I wanted to thank all of the parents who made it to our Parent Roast Dinner on Wednesday. It
was lovely to see you all, and I hope you enjoyed it!
This week we have been very busy learning how to tell the time in 5-minute intervals. We have been
making clocks, as well as solving problems around time. The children have all been brilliant at this
and have once again demonstrated how excellent they are at persevering, well done year 2!
Next week, in Science we will be making bird feeders. If you have one large plastic water or milk
bottle at home, please send these in, one per child, on Monday.
What can you do to help at home?
In Maths next week we will be measuring using different scales. Ask your child to help you, perhaps
when cooking dinner, to measure out certain quantities.

Year 3/4
This week the year 4 children have been writing their own poems based on 'The Magic Box' by Kit
Wright. All of the poems have been hugely imaginative and of a very high standard, we are going to
make a class book to celebrate this amazing work. Year 3 have been reading Oliver Twist and
discussing the text in detail. They have been answering inference and deductive questions, using
the skills they have been learning throughout the week to answer a range of questions. In Maths
Year 4 have mastered the formal method of multiplication and begun to show their skill in
division while Year 3 have been looking at train timetables and applying their knowledge of time
from last week to help them. As you have probably heard, much of our spare time has been taken
up with the play, with only a couple of days to go things are really beginning to come together and
the children are very excited to show you what they have been working so hard on.
How can I help at home?
Please keep your children focused but calm about Oliver. Practise those lines with them one final
time!

Year 5
This week Year Five have started to look at the challenging topic of translations in maths. The
children have all shown a growth mindset attitude towards this topic of which I am so very proud! In
English, we have been reading the book ‘Journey to Jo’burg’ and we have been focussing on how
an author uses dialogue to advance action and character within this. In science we have continued
to look at pollination in flowers.
How you can help at home?
Ask children to explain to you how pollination works and ask them to point out the key features of a
flower the garden.

Year 6

This week Year 6 have been superstars! They have worked incredibly hard each morning on their
SATs tests. We are incredibly proud of the positive attitudes they have demonstrated this week and
how confidently they have approached the tests. Well done to you all!
Alongside the tests, we have been participating in many activities to support our wellbeing this
week. We have developed our Rounders skills, completed some Mindfulness colouring, danced
and practised some Yoga.
We hope the children have enjoyed their Reward Day today!
How can you help at home?
Enjoy your weekend!

Term 5
21 May
22 May
22 May

Year 3&4
Year 3&4
Year 5

22 May
23 May
23 May
24 May
25 May

All
All
All
By invitation
All

Term 6
4 June
4 June
6 June
6 June
7 June
W/C 11 June
W/C 11 June
11 June
12 June
12 June
12 June
13 June
13 June
14 June
14 June
15 June
19 June
20 June
20 June
22-25 June
22 June
26 June
26 June

Y3/4 Production - Performance to Parents @6pm
Y3/4 Production - Performance to Parents @6pm
PESE Information Meeting at 3.30pm (Entry to Grammar
School)
Play 4 Ages Registration for taster Sessions @3.30pm
Wellbeing Day
PTA School Disco at 6.00pm – 7.30pm
Celebration Assembly
Last day of Term 5

Provisional Calendar of Events
All Years
Year 5
All
Year 6
KS2
All
Year 1
All
All
All
By Invitation
Year 3 & 4
All
Year 3 & 4
Year 3 – 5
All
Panda,
Years 1 & 2
Year 6
By Invitation
Year 6
KS2
Year 6
New Panda
Class

Start of Term 6
Registration for PESE opens www.kent.gov.uk/ola
Smoothie Bike (CDC)
Year 6 PGL Meeting @3.30pm
School trip to Herstmonceux Observatory
Class Teacher led clubs begin
Year 1 Phonics Screening week
Play 4 Ages Taster Session
Play 4 Ages Taster \session
Young Carers Assembly
Parent Forum @6pm
Theatre Trip to Matilda
Fathers’ Day Roast Dinner @12.15pm
Fathers’ Day Roast Dinner @ 12.15pm
Ukuele Concert @Leybourne Chase @6pm
Sports Day KS1@10am, Family Picnic, KS2 @1.15pm
School trip to the Rare Breeds Centre
Life Savers’ Course
Governors’ Meeting
PGL Residential Weekend
Girls Cricket Tournament @Kings Hill Cricket Club
No Year 6 in school
Integration Session for New Panda Class
9.30am – 11.30am

27 June
27 June
2 July (TBC)
2 July
3 July
2 July
3 July
7 July
11 July
11 July
12 July
20 July
20 July

Year 1 & 2
Year 5
Year 5 & 6
Year 6
New Panda
Class
Year 5 & 6
Year 5 & 6
All
All
Year 3 & 4
Year 6
All & Year 6
Parents
All

Stem Challenge with BAE Systems
Secondary School Fayre @ Kings Hill School
Computer Science Challenge BAE Systems (subject to change)
KH Schools Transition sessions – more details to follow
Integration session 9.30am -11.30am
Year 5 & 6 Production to parents @6pm
Year 5 & 6 Production to parents @6pm
PTA Sports & BBQ 12.00pm – 3.30pm
End of Year Reports to Parents
Roast Dinner Invitation @12.15pm
Leavers Evening 6.30pm – 8.30pm
Leavers Assembly@1.30pm
End of Term 6 @ 2.45pm (after Assembly)

