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Dear Parents / Carers,
It was fantastic to see so many of you at our Anniversary picnic event last Friday. It was a far cry in
terms of weather from the one we hosted last year! Thank you for being so accommodating; we
thoroughly enjoyed that you shared the time with us. I was also so pleased that Year 5 parents
were able to join in with the ukulele lessons afterwards; the children have developed some
excellent skills as a result of their work with the teacher from Kent Music School.
Please find attached the review of next week;
EVENT
Swimming lessons

DATE / TIME
Tuesday 8 May

School Council Run
for Life
Governors’ meeting

Wednesday 9 May

Y5 Class Assembly
SRP Steering
Group Meeting
PTA Quiz Night

Wednesday 9 May @
5.45
Thursday 10 May @ 9am
Thursday 10 May @ 2pm
Friday 11 May 6.30pm –
9pm

DETAILS
Please remember to bring your
child’s swimming kit
Donation for Macmillan Nurses
charity
Governors’ only
Parentmail invitation to follow
By invitation only
There is still time to book a
table! Please contact the PTA.

Please remember it is a Bank Holiday on Monday!
Summer Dresses
Just a quick reminder that when we return to school after the bank holiday all girls should be
wearing the new school summer dress. Please do let us know if you have any delays with your
orders from Pages so that we may help you in any way that we can.
Parent Forum
The minutes of our last meeting have now been ratified and are available from the school website.

School Council Why Not Run?
The children from our School Council have been very busy preparing for a charity afternoon in
school. They conducted elections in class in order to choose a charity; this was finalised as
Macmillan Nurses. On Wednesday 9 May they will be at the school gate with buckets to collect any
donations that you feel you can make in order to support this charity. A timetable and route for the
run will be shared with all children in assembly. We are so proud of their enthusiasm to lead this
event. Children should come to school in school uniform, as normal and will change into their PE kit
later in the day in time for their allocated session. The route will be across the fields and an
appropriate distance in relation to the year group! We will take plenty of pictures to share with you.
Year 3 / 4 Production of Oliver
The children have been working incredibly hard in order to practise and polish their upcoming
performances of Oliver. If you are able to help with any of the props of scenery for this, please do
let Mrs Burton and Miss Townsend know; they will be delighted for the support! A letter will be sent
out shortly in order to confirm costumes, props and the cast for each evening.
Safeguarding
For Safer Internet Day 2018, the UK Safer Internet Centre commissioned an online survey of 2000
young people aged 8‐17 years, which was conducted by Censuswide.
The findings reveal how central technology is to young people’s relationship and the many different
platforms they are using to interact with each other. It also highlights both the positive and negative
role that technology can play in young people’s relationships and that whilst they are proactively
helping to build a better internet, they also want support from the adults in their lives to do so. I
thought parents of children from Year 4 to Year 6 may be interested to review the following;
 41% use Youtube
 32% use WhatsApp
 26% use Facebook Messenger
 88% have sent a kind message online
 42% have felt worried or anxious about something online last week
 49% of children have had someone be mean to them online
As we detailed in last week’s newsletter, children in KS2 have embedded lessons on how to stay
safe online and what to do when something upsets or frightens them. Should you have any
concerns with regard to your child’s online life and the APPs they may be using, please do contact
the Designated Safeguarding Leads at school; Mrs Bone and Mrs Frost

Mental Health Support Services
Mental health remains at the centre of our National and school agenda and we are committed to the
support of all children who may be experiencing anxiety or have worries about the world around
them. We have responded to this by introducing Wellbeing days every term with dedicated lessons
on mindfulness. Should you have any concerns about your child’ emotional wellbeing you can seek
advice or self-refer by contacting Kent’s Children and Young People’s Mental Health Service
(CYPMHS)



0300 123 4496
https://www.nelft.nhs.uk/services-kent-children-young-peoples-mental-health

Reading Challenge
Year 3
Panda
Year 6
Year 4
Year 5
Year 2
Year 1

92%
83%
80%
75%
70%
40%
26%

I am so pleased that some of our weekly figures are improving. Reading is essential to our learning
and to your child’s opportunities for success. Congratulations to year 3 on 93% this week! A
fantastic result. Let’s see if Year 2 and Year 1 can head up the leader board next week.
Attendance
Year 1
Year 2
Year 5
Year 6
Year 4
Year 3
Panda

99.3%
98.0%
96.7%
96.7%
95.3%
93.3%
91.7%

Attendance year to date remains at 96%; the minimum to be regarded as a good school by Ofsted.
Thank you for your continued support. I would like to remind all parents that holidays are not

permitted in term time; any holidays taken will be recorded as unauthorised and may incur a penalty
notice. Please consider both the emotional and academic impact of removing your child from school
for a holiday. I am delighted to conform that this week’s winners are Year 1 withan almost perfect
100%. Well Done!

Pupil Successes














Naithvika in Year 2 for achieving her Stage 4 Swimming Award.
Lucas in Year 5 for achieving a distinction in his grade one clarinet exam and winning the
Easter chess competition.
Lewis in Year 2 for receiving star player in football
Cameron in Year 2 for moving up a level in swimming.
Rufaro in Year 2 for moving up a level in swimming.
Annabel in Year 2 for moving up a level in swimming.
Shana in Year 2 for moving up a level in swimming.
Emilia in Year 2 for moving up a level in swimming.
Cody in Year 2 for moving up a level in swimming.
Mia in Year 2 for all moving up a level in swimming.
Kenzie-Lee in Year 2 for being award man of the match in football
Ava in Year 2 for receiving her level 3 certificate in gymnastics
Myla in Panda class for achieving her 50m swimming badge

Penguins
This week, the class have been spending more time in their mainstream classrooms. Pupils have
also been trying to spend some time in mainstream on their own, without a member of the SRP
staff. In English, we have read Little Red Riding Wolf by Laurence Anholt. We looked at the author’s
choice of language, especially verbs to depict The Big Bad Girl’s personality. We also made a
storyboard to help make comparisons between this story and the original tale.
During Science, we have learned about the desert habitat and the adaptations of animals and
plants that mean they can survive in this environment. As a link with our Science, we have also
created habitat collages in our Art lessons. As part of our Human Studies topic, we have looked at
how rainbows are formed and tried to make our own using different reflective surfaces. We are
looking to develop new interventions within Penguin Class so have started the initial work needed
for Lego Therapy.
How can we help at home?
It would be helpful to look around your local area to see how rainbows are formed in different
surfaces such as road signs and puddles.
Jack’s Rainbow Mnemonic
Roses
Occupy
You
Green
Bushes
In
Valley Invicta Primary
School

Panda Class
This week Panda Class have been consolidating their knowledge of phonic sounds and working
really hard to use them in their writing. We have continued our exploration of the story Jack and the
Beanstalk. In Maths we have been ensuring everyone recognises their numbers from 0 to 20 and
can count in tens up to 100 and beyond. We have been observing our potatoes and potted plants
growing in our lovely garden and learning the parts of a plant. In PE we have been reviewing our
skills for racquet sports. We are working really hard on forming our letters correctly to ensure
beautiful handwriting and practising writing our numbers the correct way round.
How can you help at home?
Please can you reinforce our work on writing numbers accurately ensuring they are consistently the
correct way round.
Books we have enjoyed this week.

Year 1
This week the children have been learning about addition and subtraction in Maths. We have been
looking at different ways to help us to work out missing numbers by adding and subtracting. They
have also been solving problems involving addition and subtraction. The children have been using
number lines and base ten apparatus to help them. In English, the children have continued to learn
about poetry, focusing on different poems about the sea. The children compared the different
styles of the poems and the language used, then they all wrote their own. In Art, we have continued
looking at jungle pictures by Henri Rousseau. The children have created aspects of a jungle picture,
in order to create a class collage. In Science, we have enjoyed learning about weather changes
and have begun an investigation into this. They have also started to learn tennis skills in PE.
How can you help at home?
Practise addition and multiplication, using number lines and manipulatives, including some problem
solving.

Year 2
In Maths this week we have been building 3D Shapes. We started looking at nets and used these to
construct our own shapes. After that, we used straws and blue-tac to build a different 3D shape. We
used our key vocabulary to describe the shapes we made. The children all demonstrated just how
fantastic they are when faced with a challenge, and they all persevered. Well done year two!
In English this week we were very lucky as we received a letter asking us to complete the story of
The Tunnel. The children have all had some wonderful ideas and have written some brilliant stories.

What can you do to help at home?
Use everyday objects to identify 3D shapes.

Year 3/4
This week the children have worked really hard and produced some super work! The year 4
children have written poems about themselves in English based on a series of similes and idioms,
while the year 3s have studied characters from Oliver Twist, culminating in some beautiful
descriptive writing. We have also worked on our play and the Children have really started to get
into each of their characters. On Thursday we had the first of our Performing Arts Workshops led by
Valley Park as preparation for our theatre visit to see Matilda. The children worked on their
confidence and concentration for drama.
How can I help at home?
Please keep working on those lines for Oliver! Please ensure that an adult is reading with your
child at home at least 4 times a week. We want to win the Reading Challenge!

Year 5
This week Year Five have continued to look at angles in Maths and apply their knowledge of
mastery style questions. In English the children have started planning and writing their recount
based on the text ‘Journey to Jo’burg’. Within this week’s Science lessons we have explored the
different parts of the plant and started to look at pollination. A massive congratulations to all the
children who have worked extremely hard this week to complete their bikeability levels. They were
all dedicated to this and showed a great growth mind-set attitude.
How you can help at home?
Ask children to point out the different parts of a plant and name them. They should also be able to
explain to you what happens during pollination.

Year 6
This week in Maths, Year 6 have continued to look at a variety of subjects whilst preparing for our
upcoming SATs tests. We revised 3D shapes by describing their properties and drawing nets and
we learned how to use ratio to compare two quantities. In English we have worked through example
test questions; thinking carefully about how to answer different types of question.
In Human Studies we continued our topic of Brazil by developing our map skills. We located the key
cities, rivers and bordering countries of Brazil. In Science we delved into our new unit on Humans
and Animals by studying the circulatory system in our bodies, understanding vocabulary including:
veins, arteries and oxygenated. In P.E. we recapped how to play Rounders, had a game and
learned how important strong fielding and teamwork skills are!
How can you help at home?
Whilst out shopping, encourage your child to work out the percentage in sales. If an item is 10% off,
what is the new price?

Term 5

W/C 7 May
9 May
10 May
10 May
11 May

Y5
SRP
All

May Bank Holiday – No pupils in school
Governors Meeting @ 5.45pm
Class Assembly
SRP Steering Group Meeting – By invitation
PTA Parents Quiz Night at 6.30pm – 9pm

W/C 14 May
16 May
18 May

Year 6
Year 2
Year 6

KS2 SATS Week
Parent Roast Dinner Day
Reward Day

21 May
22 May
22 May
22 May

Year 3&4
Year 3&4
KS2
Year 5

23 May
23 May
24 May
25 May

All
All
By invitation
All

Y3/4 Production - Performance to Parents @6pm
Y3/4 Production - Performance to Parents @6pm
Pupil Led Review at 2.30pm
PESE Information Meeting at 3.30pm (Entry to Grammar
School)
Wellbeing Day
PTA School Disco at 6.30pm – 8pm
Celebration Assembly
Last day of Term 5

4 June
4 June
15 June

All Years
Year 5
All

Start of Term 6
Registration for PESE opens www.kent.gov.uk/ola
Sports Day

