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Dear Parents / Carers,
It has been our pleasure to welcome so many of you into school this week in order to share stories
with your children. As you know, we are passionate about reading in school; our relentless ambition
is to instil a love of reading for every child in school. Reading for pleasure is the single most
important factor in determining your child’s life chances and future successes and the work we do
together in this respect is invaluable. Thank you for your support.

Please find a summary overview of next week;

EVENT
Y3/4 Parent
Storyshare
Y5 Bikeability

DATE / TIME
Monday 30 April @
2.30pm
Tuesday 1 May –
Thursday 3 May

Y3 Swimming

Tuesday 1 May

Panda class height
and weight
screening
Y3/4 Theatre
workshops with
Valley Park
PTA Meeting

Thursday 3 May

Y6 Safety in Action

Thursday 3 May

Thursday 3 May @
6.30pm
Friday 4 May - afternoon

DETAILS
Please bring a book to share
with your child
Please ensure your child has a
helmet and bike, as directed in
your guidance pack
Please remember your
swimming kit!
School Nursing team at school

Suite of workshops leading up
to the theatre trip to watch
Matilda.
Please refer to Chair of PTA
See separate Parentmail

School Uniform
Thank you for supporting our school uniform. The girls look wonderful in their summer dresses; I am
so pleased that this has been both popular and a success! Please remember that the summer
dress is a mandatory item with effect from May 8 – this is after the bank holiday weekend. I would
be grateful if you could adhere to the school policy of boys’ shorts with no cargo pockets. At our
Parent Forum meeting this week we discussed a number of suggestions that you have put forward;
please be assured that these are passed on for consideration by the Trust at the annual uniform
review. It is also included on my Headteacher report to Governors.
Parent Forum
I would like to thank the members of your Parent Forum for their time this week. Once ratified, the
minutes of our discussions will be uploaded onto the school website. We were very pleased to
welcome Mrs Guthrie to the meeting. At our final meeting, we will produce an impact statement and
start the process of elections for new members. This will be the new team working with Mrs Guthrie.
Music For Schools Foundation
Thank you to those parents who were able to attend our Music meeting this week. We have been
working very hard to facilitate and embed the opportunity for every child in school to play and learn
a musical instrument; we will look forward to continuing to drive this forward.
Quiz Club – Maths Challenge
Last week we hosted one of the South East regional heats for the Quiz Club Maths Challenge. As
ever, this was a very exciting, nail biting competition! Both our teams performed very well with many
congratulations to Ashley, Lucas, Rhoovie and Rio who achieved 3rd place. We are very proud of all
the children.
Roadworks
We have been advised by Liberty that the proposed road closures will not be effective until 09.30am
on Monday 30 April. This will allow both staff and parents to access the school / car park via Tower
View. Access route in the afternoon will be via Warwick Way onto Gibson Drive. This will then be
the required route until the works are completed and the welfare units removed, which is
programmed to be the evening of Friday 25th May. Please contact the school office if you require
another copy of the map for diversions during this time.

Safeguarding
As you are aware, e safety is part of our embedded protective curriculum ensuring a cohesive
school culture and approach to this. Anne Longfield, The Children’s Commissioner has been
campaigning for social “media giants” to be more transparent and to have more rigorous controls
and technology for age verification in order to prevent young people from accessing inappropriate
platforms. The impact of social media is very well documented, however we believe that there
needs to be a balance of information and accountability.
This term we will be continuing to embed lessons in school with all children in KS2 (Years 3 – 6) on
how to stay safe online. We will be using a scheme developed by Parentzone in association with
Google with has four internet safety pillars;





Think before you share (Be Internet Sharp)
Check It’s for Real (Be Internet Alert)
Protect Your stuff (Be Internet Secure)
Respect Each other (Be Internet Kind)

If you have any concerns about your child’s safety online please the schools’ Designated
Safeguarding Leads; Mrs Bone and Mrs Frost. We will be delighted to help you. I hope that you all
also received your new copy of Digital Parenting magazine which is an invaluable source of
information.
Eco Club
This week, Eco Club and Miss Townsend were very busy weeding and preparing our planters for
new seed planting. We look forward to reports on their progress!

Reading Challenge
Congratulations to Panda class who are this week’s winners of Reading Ted. Mrs Frost has not
stopped dancing since she heard the news. This is a fantastic achievement and we are so very
proud of the children. Please support your child by reading with them at least four times per week
they need your signature each time!
Panda
Year 4
Year 3
Year 5
Year 6
Year 1
Year 2

83%
80%
72%
64%
60%
58%
48%

Attendance
This week we hosted a coffee afternoon with our school attendance officer in order to support
attendance in school and to discuss its impact on progress and attainment. Thank you to those
parents who attended. This forms part of our holistic strategy to work together in order to drive up
whole school attendance and afford your child the best opportunities to learn. Congratulations to
Year 6 with 100% attendance this week. They are this week’s winners of Attendance Ted.

Pupil Successes






George in Year 1 for a trophy in Lego club.
Leon in Year 1 for a certificate for swimming and a medal for tennis.
Alex in Year 1 for a medal in football.
Ruby in Year 1 for a medal in gymnastics.
James in Year 5 for becoming a sixer at cubs.

Penguins
This week
This week, the class have been continuing to integrate into their mainstream classes for Maths.
Year 3 and 4 have been focusing on multiplication and division. Year 1 have been focusing on
finding half of shapes and objects. As part of their integration, Samuel and Jasper joined their class
for rehearsals of their production of Oliver to be performed at the end of the term. Samuel will be
playing Mr Bumble and Jasper will be playing Tom. In English, we have read Little Red Riding Hood
by Philip Pullman and looked at the language he makes in order to engage the reader. During
Human Studies, we went on a bug hunt around the school to discover which minibeasts live in our
microhabitats.
This week, we also welcomed Ade to Penguin class. We are looking forward to working with him
over the coming weeks.
How can we help at home?
It would be helpful for the boys in Year 3 and 4 to practise all of their multiplication tables. It would
be helpful for Callum to practise sharing objects in half.

Panda Class
Panda Class began this week learning about St. George. We were delighted to welcome so many
of our parents into class for story share. We have been weeding our garden and planting our seeds
with the help of Mrs Owen to whom we are very grateful. In Literacy we have been continuing our
exploration of the many versions of Jack and the Beanstalk, sequencing the story and discussing
the characters. In Maths we have been investigating time; how long it takes to do things and how to
tell the time; learning o’clock. We have been practising our songs from other countries, listening to
Vivaldi and during RE we listened to the fable ‘The boy who cried wolf’. Our PE lessons have
started to focus on ball and racquet skills.
How can you help at home?
Talk about time, Can your Panda tell the o’clock time?
Books we have enjoyed this week.

Year 1
This week the children have continued to explore and learn about different poems. We have looked
at rhythm, alliteration and rhyme, and tried to think of ‘wow’ words to use in poetry. The children
have also written their own riddles.
In Maths we have been learning about fractions. We have looked at halving and quartering shapes
and how parts have to be equal. The children enjoyed adding ingredients to pizzas, onto half or
quarter of the pizza.
This week we also learned about St George. The children enjoyed designing their own dragons!

How can you help at home?
Talk about halves and quarters in day to day life, perhaps at meal times if you are cutting something
up.

Year 2
This week in Art we have been looking at mixing the primary colours. We then looked at another
artist, Mark Rothko, and how he mixes colours in his artwork. The children then created their own
pieces, inspired by Rothko.
We also had our last French lesson this week where we recapped all of the things have learned this
term: animals, days of the week, and colours. The children are all very excited about starting their
Spanish lessons next week.
In English we have been reading The Tunnel by Anthony Browne. We looked at the two main
characters, who are brother and sister, and discussed what we could infer about them using the
pictures to support us. We also had a debate on whether the sister should follow her brother into
the tunnel or not. We decided that she should, and were all able to explain and give reasons for our
answers.

What can you do to help at home?

Year 3/4
This week has been filled with much hard work and some fun! Year 4 have been focusing on
division in Maths and have started investigating different types of poetry in English. Year 3 have
worked on multiplication and division in Maths and have started to get their teeth into the story of
Oliver Twist, really understanding the characters and the different roles in the story. Oliver Twist is
of course an integral part to our combined learning this term as our production is only 4 weeks
away!
Thursday was the 'Shakespeare 4 Kids' workshop and the children really enjoyed the experience,
as well as learning some excellent acting skills that they can apply to their roles in Oliver!
How can I help at home?
Help your children with their lines and songs in Oliver. The more rehearsal opportunities they have
at home the better!

Year 5
This week have been an exciting week for Year Five. In English we have continued to study our
book ‘Journey to Jo’burg’. We have started to look at the main character of Naledi and her journey.
In maths we have started our new topic of angles. The class this week have also had the
opportunity to study pointillism within Art and thoroughly enjoyed participating in a Shakespeare
drama afternoon.The children acted out the story of Romeo and Juliet.
How you can help at home?
Ask children to talk to you about angles, which angles do they know of and can they demonstrate
this to you.

Year 6
This week in Maths we have been revising many topics including percentages, translation and
rounding. In English we have been editing our Romeo and Juliet openings as well as our excellent
and creative historical narratives from Drop Everything and Write Day. We have also worked in
pairs to develop our comprehension skills by working through example questions. In DEAR Time
we have continued to read ‘The London Eye Mystery’ and are all thoroughly gripped trying to solve
what has happened to Salim!
In P.E. we began our Athletics unit where we tried to improve our sprinting and relay skills. We
launched a new topic in R.E. investigating the role of Brahman in Hinduism and we thought about
the different roles we have in our own lives. In Art we have continued our unit on Pointillism and the
pupils have produced some excellent pieces of rainforest animals whilst experimenting with
different equipment.
How can you help at home?
Please look for new vocabulary when reading. Record the definitions and bring them in for your
vocabulary books!

Term 5
W/C 30 April
30 April
1 May
2 May
2 May
3 May
3 May
3 May
4 May

Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 5
Year 2
Year 5
Panda
PTA
Year 6

Parent story share at 2.30pm
Parent story share at 2.30pm
Bikeability
Bikeability
KS1 SATS window opens
Bikeability
Panda Class Height and Weight checks – School Nursing
PTA Meeting @ 6.30pm
Safety In Action Course

W/C 7 May
9 May
10 May
10 May
11 May

Y5
SRP
All

May Bank Holiday – No pupils in school
Governors Meeting @ 5.45pm
Class Assembly
SRP Steering Group Meeting – By invitation
PTA Parents Quiz Night at 6.30pm – 9pm

W/C 14 May
16 May
18 May

Year 6
Year 2
Year 6

KS2 SATS Week
Parent Roast Dinner Day
Reward Day

21 May
22 May
22 May
22 May

Year 3&4
Year 3&4
KS2
Year 5

23 May
23 May
24 May
25 May

All
All
By invitation
All

Y3/4 Production - Performance to Parents @6pm
Y3/4 Production - Performance to Parents @6pm
Pupil Led Review at 2.30pm
PESE Information Meeting at 3.30pm (Entry to Grammar
School)
Wellbeing Day
PTA School Disco at 6.30pm – 8pm
Celebration Assembly
Last day of Term 5

4 June
4 June
15 June

All Years
Year 5
All

Start of Term 6
Registration for PESE opens www.kent.gov.uk/ola
Sports Day

