Issue: 28

Date: 22 June 2018

Dear Parents / Carers,
We are now in the final throes of our June calendar of events and are so very grateful to all parents
who have supported us on our recent school trips. Your support of these enables them to be as
successful as possible for the children. An enormous thank you to Mrs Frost and all our Key Stage
One staff also for a terrific school trip to the Rare Breeds Centre; I think you all had some very tired
children at the end of the day!
Please find below a review for next week;
EVENT
Year 6 out at PGL

DATE / TIME
Monday 25 June

No Year 6 in school

Tuesday 26 June

DETAILS
ETA back to school; 3.20pm
please refer to your information
pack for details
Post PGL day

KS1 Make and Do
STEM challenge
day
Arts Project @
Maidstone Museum
KH Secondary
School Fayre
Year 5 Workshop
Day at Valley Park
Arts Project @ Mote
Park

Wednesday 27 June

Led by BAE Systems

Wednesday 27 June

Invited pupils from Year 1 –
Year 5. Led by Mrs Guthrie
All Year 5 parents and children
invited to attend
Please refer to Parentmail with
details of timings
Invited pupils from Year 1 –
Year 5. Led by Mrs Guthrie

Wednesday 27 June @
KH school from 5.30pm
Thursday 28 June
Friday 29 June

Lost Property
We have a large selection of unnamed items in the school office. This includes a school blazer,
jumpers and cardigans and school shirts. These items will be placed outside the school hall on
Wednesday 27 June in the hope that they may be reunited with their owner!

We would be very grateful if all items of school uniform are clearly named in order to minimise the
volume of lost property we hold. I am also aware from conversations with some parents that named
items seem to have disappeared in school. I have asked all Class Teachers to spend some time
retrieving these items and encouraging the children to help in this process. Please do speak to us if
we can help any further in this respect.
Car Park Incident
It has now been two weeks since one of my Class Teacher’s cars was hit by another vehicle whilst
in the carpark. There is damage to the car for which an insurance claim must be made. This is our
last appeal for help to identify the owner before we will need to explore a different pathway to
resolve this incident.
Progress in school
At this time of year all Kent Schools participate in moderation meetings; these are dedicated
sessions with Kent advisors that assess a representative sample of our books in Panda Class, Year
2 and in Year 6 with the core purpose of reviewing and validating our Teacher assessments. These
year groups are chosen by Kent and the DFE as there are Statutory assessments in Year 2 and in
Year 6 and the outcomes in Panda class are such an important benchmark for tracking progress in
school. This is an important process ahead of our submission of this data to Kent and to you in your
child’s end of term report. I am delighted to inform you that all sessions were very successful, with
extremely positive comments from moderators about the work we have completed with the children,
the administration of our assessments and of the accuracy of our judgments. I would like to thank
Miss Willis, Mrs Frost and Miss Redmond for their dedication to this process and for their very hard
work with the children which is to be celebrated! So too, the children in Year 1 have now completed
their Phonics Screening with very encouraging results. These will be confirmed in your child’s report
in July, Thank you to Mrs Frost, Miss Redmond and the Year 1 teaching team for their hard work
with the children.
Girls’ Cricket Tournament
We are very grateful to our cricket coach, John, for preparing the girls for the tournament last Friday
at Kings Hill Cricket Club. Thank you to all of those that were able to come along and support the
children, we were delighted to have your company! Thank you to Miss Renwick for organising and
leading the event. The team performed brilliantly and placed 4th in the tournament! Congratulations
to Lily who was awarded the Champagne Moments medal for showing a consistently good
performance and sportsmanship across the day!

Safeguarding
The NSPCC have recently published a comprehensive report entitled How Safe are our children?
This identifies core areas of concern including; online safety, offences against children and volume
of contacts with helplines (Childline and NSPCC helpline). I thought you may be interested in just a
topline summary of these are;

 23% of 8 – 11year olds have social media accounts and spend on average 13 hours 24 minutes
online per week
 24% of children have reported that an adult they do not know has tried to contact them online
 2,813 grooming offences have been reported in England (Police crime statistics for the year)
 Mental health and emotional health was the most common concern in Childline counselling
sessions
 Childline made 4,604 referrals concerning the welfare of children to external agencies in 2017 /
2018
You may find the full report (87 pages) at;
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/services-and-resources/research-and-resources/2017/how-safe-are-ourchildren-2017/
Should you have any concerns relating to the welfare or safeguarding of your child, please contact
the schools’ Designated Safeguarding Leads; Mrs Bone and Mrs Frost.

Reading Challenge
Year 3
Panda
Year 4
Year 5
Year 2
Year 1

80%
77%
57%
53%
52%
50%

An enormous congratulations to Year 3 who are this week’s winners with
80%. Please support your child by reading at least four times per week.
As you are aware, reading for pleasure is a pivotal factor in your child’s
potential and future successes. We value you support so that we can
have impact together for your child.

Attendance
Year 1
Panda
Year 3
Year 2
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6

99%
98%
98%
97%
96%
92%
90%

This week’s attendance is 96.4% with our year to date attendance resting at 96.1%. Thank you for
your continued support. I am delighted that the winners of this week’s Attendance Ted are Year 1
who have a magnificent 99%. Congratulations! There are five classes this week with attendance at
or above 96% - this is terrific!
I would like to remind all parents that holidays are not permitted during term time.

Penguins
This week
In English, we have continued reading James and the Giant Peach. We have looked at developing
our descriptive language to describe the giant peach. Many of us had not seen a peach before, so
we brought some in and looked inside and tasted them. This week we have also learned how to
write a newspaper report. This week, Samuel has also integrated into English in his mainstream
class for the first time. In Science, Ade wrote about the life cycle of a sunflower. Callum went on a
school trip with KS1 to the Rare Breeds Centre and really enjoyed himself. Samuel, Jasper and
Jack have integrated during PE in the afternoon.
How can we help at home?
It would be helpful to look at different newspaper articles and discuss the main features.

:

Panda Class
Having recovered from an amazing sports day on Friday, Panda class all came into school
incredibly excited about their first school trip, which was to The Rare Breeds Centre at Woodchurch
on Tuesday. We had an amazing day; the children were all engaged, happy and impeccably
behaved. They thoroughly enjoyed exploring the garden, the duck pond, observing the birds and
the butterflies and seeing the various different breeds of animals. Highlights of the trip having
spoken to the children on their return to school were; petting the animals, lunch, the play area and
most definitely watching the pig races!
How can you help at home?
We are going to be looking at symmetry next week. Have fun talking about, and looking for
symmetry in the environment.
Some books we have enjoyed this week.

Year 1

We have had a wonderful week this week and thoroughly enjoyed our visit to the Rare Breed
Centre. The children had a great time seeing all the different farm animals, in addition to reptiles,
spiders, butterflies etc. Following this, the children have written great recounts about their day in
English. In English, we have continued reading Flat Stanley and the Magic Lamp and used this to
freeze frame scenes from the story and write character descriptions.
In Maths, the children have been learning about measuring length. They started the week using
non-standard units (cubes, paper clips etc,) to measure items and then moved on to using rulers to
measure in centimetres.

How can you help at home?
Ask your child to give you a recount of their day (orally or written). Can they use adjectives to help
describe what they have done?

Year 2
This week we had a very exciting trip to the Rare Breeds Centre. It was a busy day, with plenty of
animals to meet, some to touch and then finished off with a very exciting pig race! The children all
had a wonderful time and behaved beautifully. They were all a real credit to the school. Well done
to all of Key Stage One!
On Drop Everything and Write Day on Thursday, we wrote newspaper reports on the children’s
favourite day throughout the year. The children produced fantastic pieces of writing and it was a
great way to reflect on some of the fabulous events we have taken part in this year.
What can you do to help at home?
Please read four times at home and make sure this is recorded in your child’s reading record. It
would be lovely to see our reading score improve as we head into the last few weeks of the school
year.

Year 3/4

What a fun and exhausting week this has been! I have been so impressed with the year 3’s in their
maths lessons. We have continued our shape topic and not only have we been working on
translations and co-ordinates but we even found the perimeter and area of shapes! Some children
moved onto triangles- as a class we have been so focused. Year 4 have had Mrs Walls and have
also been working on perimeter, translations and co-ordinates.
In English, we have been doing some amazing work on non-chronological reports. We have
research information about pandas, turned notes into detailed sentences in preparation for our
report writing on Friday! They look fantastic so far and we have found out many interesting facts we
did not know before!
For our drop everything and write date, year 3 and 4 produced newspaper reports about going to
see Matilda last week.
As well as this, a group of girls have been preparing for a cricket tournament. All other children
have been focusing on improving their hitting, throwing and catching skills in rounders. After a year
3 and 4 match, they are very close!
Excellent focus and perseverance all week; as you can tell, it has been very busy! We are already
looking forward to continuing this brilliant attitude and progress next week!

How you can help at home?
Please ensure that your child reads at least four times per week. Our website has a list of ideas and
suggestions for “booktalk” You may find these helping when you discuss together what has been
read.

Year 5
This week Year 5 have continued to look at descriptive writing within English. The children can now
discuss and use figurative language techniques such as; similes, metaphors, onomatopoeia and
personification. In Maths, we have started to look at the formulae for area and how to calculate area
of compound shapes. We have been extremely busy practising and learning our lines for our school
production in the afternoons. We hope many of you can come and watch this in a few weeks’ time!
How you can help at home?
Please support your child with their lines using expression and in the learning of their lines and
intonation.

Year 6
This week in English Year 6 have been focusing on writing newspaper reports ready for Drop
Everything and Write Day. We have used the First News newspapers as our inspiration and have
worked very hard to write more formally. In Maths we have begun looking at statistics through
reading and interpreting line graphs. As part of our Brazil Human Studies we studied the
devastating effects of deforestation in the Amazon Rainforest on people, animals and plants. The
children have also been working incredibly hard rehearsing for the production of Fleeced!
Excitement has also been building through the week for our residential trip to PGL, which we are all
very much looking forward to!
How can you help at home?
Where possible we would like all costumes for the production to be in school by Thursday 28th
June.

Term 6

Calendar of Events

26 June
26 June

Year 6
New Panda Class

27 June
27 June
27 June
28 June
2 July (TBC)

By Invitation
Year 1 & 2
Year 5
Year 5
Year 5 & 6

2 July
3 July
2 July
3 July
7 July
11 July
11 July
11 July
12 July
16 July
17 July
18 July
20 July
20 July

Year 6
New Panda Class
Year 5 & 6
Year 5 & 6
All
Governors
All
Year 3 & 4
Year 6
All
By Invite
Panda
All & Year 6 Parents
All

No Year 6 in school
Integration Session for New Panda Class
9.30am – 11.30am
Arts Project @ Maidstone Museum
Stem Challenge with BAE Systems
Secondary School Fayre @ Kings Hill School
Arts Workshop at Valley Park School
Computer Science Challenge BAE Systems (subject to
change)
KH Schools Transition sessions – more details to follow
Integration session 9.30am -11.30am
Year 5 & 6 Production to parents @6pm
Year 5 & 6 Production to parents @6pm
PTA Sports & BBQ 12.00pm – 3.00pm
Governors Meeting
End of Year Reports to Parents
Roast Dinner Invitation @12.15pm
Leavers Evening 6.30pm – 8.30pm
Meet New Teaching Team @2.45pm & 6.00pm
Celebration Assembly
Class Assembly
Leavers Assembly@1.30pm
End of Term 6 @ 2.45pm (after Assembly)

