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Dear Parents / Carers,
Thank you for your patience and understanding last week during our enforced closure due to the
snow. We have been working hard to make up for the lost days of learning this week! Thank you
for the magnificent pieces of homework that came into school on Monday; these have proudly taken
an exhibition space in the school corridors!
As ever, the preview for next week is as follows;
EVENT
Y6 Parent Science
week workshop
Y1 Class Assembly

DATE / TIME
Monday 12 March @
2.30pm
Tuesday 13 March @
2.30pm
Parent Forum
Tuesday 13 March @
6pm
IGS Science
Wednesday 14 March @
workshop with Y5/6 2pm
Y3/4 Parent
Wednesday 14 March @
Science workshop
2.30pm
Panda class Parent Thursday 15 March @
Science Workshop
2.30pm
Non School Uniform Friday 16 March
Day
Y2 Parent Science
Workshop
Y5 Parent Science
Workshop

Friday 16 March @
2.30pm
Friday 16 March @
2.30pm

DETAILS
Invitation to class to join in with
activities
Invitation to school for all Y1
parents
Re scheduled meeting
Workshop in school led by IGS
Invitation to class to join in with
activities
Invitation to class to join in with
activities
Donate £1 for an Easter Egg
for end of term Easter Egg
Hunt
Invitation to class to join in with
activities
Invitation to class to join in with
activities

Poetry Competition Winners!
I am very proud to announce that we have scooped first, second and best class prize in a National
Poetry Competition organised by The Fragrance Foundation. We saw this advertised in children’s
“First News” (the children’s newspaper). Massive congratulations to Alexei in Y6 for winning first
prize, to Ashley in Y6 for winning second prize and to Aurelia in Y6 for

her highly commended award. The children’s work will be displayed in school and we have issued
press releases to all the local papers in order to celebrate their talents.

Mrs Anthonissen
It is with deep great regret that I have to advise you that Mrs Anthonissen will be leaving the school
on 23 March. She has worked tirelessly with Mrs Frost to make the first school year for our
youngest children of the very best quality and of the highest care. Her influence across the wider
school has also been felt and I am so grateful for her energies and passion for the school. I know
that you will join me in wishing her the very best for her new position outside of education.
Science Week
As you see from the preview table, we are very keen for you to join us next week in order to
celebrate Science week. The teachers have some fantastic investigations and activities planned
and we would be delighted if you could join us in order to share these with the children.
Safeguarding
We have uploaded onto our website a fact sheet that you may find useful with regard to keeping
your child safe on YouTube. There have been recent reports in the press about the site however
this document sets out how to install safety options, top tips for ensuring your child’s online safety
and where to get advice and support should you need to. The following websites may be of interest
to you.
https://support.google.com/youtubekids/?hl=en-GB#topic=6130504 https://www.nspcc.org.uk

Golf Lessons with KH Golf Club
As you are aware, I have been liaising with the Golf Club with a view to starting lessons at school.
This is a tremendous opportunity to develop a partnership with our local community and I am very
grateful to them for their support and interest in the school. We have arranged two taster sessions;
one for twenty KS1 children on 19 March from 2pm – 2.40pm and the other for thirty Key Stage 2
children on 22 March from 2pm – 3pm. If you would like to register your child for this, please
contact the school office. We will be sending out details with regard to lessons next week. We
would also be very grateful for any parents able to walk with the children on those dates. Please
contact the school office if you are available.
Y3 Swimming – Term 5
We will shortly be confirming the arrangements with regard to swimming for all pupils in Year 3 and
those children that did not achieve the 25 metre certificate last year. Lessons will be at Larkfield
Leisure centre and run for a twelve-week period.
Clubs – Term 5 and Term 6
We will be confirming details with regard to the suite of clubs on offer for our Summer Terms during
the week commencing 19 March. This will be by letter in your child’s book bag with a detachable
slip in order to register your child for the clubs available. You will be similarly notified in writing for
which clubs your child has been allocated a space. We are hoping that this may provide a more
effective and efficient way for you.
100 Million Minutes
Thank you for your support with this initiative. It has been a very exciting week! We started in the
ranking tables on 150th and have steadily moved through to our current position of 51st. This is
fantastic news and I am sure that we will continue to work our way towards the top 20 which is our
goal! There are in excess of 500 schools at present so this is a terrific result. Some children have
been reading for over 120 minutes per night; Alexie performed some amazing mental maths based
on what our total would be if each child was able to do this; well done Alexei! I know that there have
been amazing individual totals this week; many congratulations to the following children for their
terrific efforts so far; Alex in Y2 (735 minutes this week), Isabella in Y2 (204 minutes this week), Mia
in Y6 (240 minutes this week) and Kaci in Y5 (600 minutes this week).. The challenge finishes
tonight, so fingers crossed!

Book Fair
The children enjoyed the Scholastic Book Fair that visited this week, thank you for purchasing some
lovely books for your children we hope they enjoy reading them. We generated a £1000 of sales
which in turn has generated £600 in commission! This will be spent on the purchase of more books
in school for the children.
Attendance
Thank you for your continued support of your child’s attendance at school. This has been raised as
an agenda item at Parent Forum and we will look forward to the opportunity to review this then.
Where possible, we would invite you to make all medical appointments – both dentist and doctor –
outside of school hours. We are very mindful that hospital appointments are very hard to secure
and we would not wish you to miss or rearrange these if they fall in school hours.
If your child has nits, or conjunctivitis, they may attend school after the first treatment.
This week’s whole school attendance is 97.7 %. Our year to date attendance is 95.7%
Congratulations to Panda class this week’s winners of Attendance Ted with a fantastic 98.7%
attendance well done!
Pupil Successes






Amia in Year 1 for getting her 10m swimming badge.
Luca in Year 1 for getting his 10m swimming badge.
Riley in Year 1 for getting his 10m swimming badge.
Robbie in Year 1for getting his 10m swimming badge.
Zack in Year 1 for achieving his Orange belt in Karate and his Level 4 Badge in
Trampolining.

Penguins
This week
On Monday, we took part in Drop Everything and Write Day. The class each wrote their own poem
about their mum and why she is so special. During our other English lessons, we have been reading
the Owl Who was Afraid of The Dark. The class wrote a sense poem based on Firework night and a
piece of descriptive writing about their fears. In Maths, we have been learning about money. We
looked at different coins and adding them together to make different amounts of money.
As part of our Science, we learned about the senses and the class took part in a blind taste test. This
also helped to improve sensory difficulties with different foods. In Music, we have been learning about
the difference between pulse and rhythm. We learned how to conduct different tempos and
composed our own rhythms.
How can we help at home?
It would be helpful to practise recognising different coins and finding the correct amounts of money.

Panda Class
It was lovely to have our Pandas back after last week. We enjoyed listening to their snow adventures
and all the fun they had. This week in school we have started our observations of the seasons and
been discussing what we will expect to see now that spring has apparently arrived. In English we
have been exploring a number of fiction books, identifying some of their key features and learning
some interesting facts. We have been continuing the introduction of our speed sounds from set 3 and
been practising much segmenting and blending for both reading and writing. During Maths we have
been investigating height. We have talked about St. David, chitted our potatoes ready for planting
and in PE have been working on our ball handling skills. Panda class have been busy reading and
are very excited about our rearranged ‘World Book Day’ and ‘Mother’s Day’ tea.
How can you help at home?
Talk about things and people that are taller than or shorter than and have fun sorting things in height
order.
Books we have enjoyed this week.

Year 1
Year 1 have been working hard this week, catching up after the snow days last week. In English, we
have been focusing on punctuation, using the Rapunzel text as a basis for our writing. The children
are trying hard to use capital letters, full stops, question marks and exclamation marks correctly.
In Maths, we have been looking at 2D and 3D shapes, using proper mathematical language to
describe and group these shapes. In Science, we have continued looking at plants. We are making
observations of the seeds we are growing in the classroom and thinking about the conditions they
need to grow.

How can you help at home?
When you are sharing books, talk about the punctuation you come across, thinking about where and
why it is used.

Year 2
I am extremely proud of the children this week. They have worked so hard on finding halves and
quarters of both number and shape, and next week we will move onto finding thirds.
In our topic work this week we wrote a letter explaining why it is so unfair to treat people differently
based on the colour of their skin. The children presented some fantastic arguments and a few of them
read their letters to the rest of the school in story-time.
We also had our first French lesson with the specialist from Invicta Grammar School. The children all
did brilliantly at reviewing the things that they had learned last year and their behaviour was
commented on as being excellent. Well done Year Two!
How can you help at home?
Ask children to find ¼ of a number by sharing the number into four equal parts

Year 3/4
On Monday, Years 3 and 4 enjoyed our ‘Drop Everything and Write’ day for this term, writing poems
for Mothers’ Day. The children have worked incredibly hard to draft, edit and present their poems;
we hope that you enjoy them as much as we have! We have started to explore Shakespeare’s ‘A
Midsummer Night’s Dream’, with the children using drama to retell the story. In Maths, Year 3 have
been learning how to find the change to be given when buying an item with a £10 note. This is a
concept many of the children initially found quite challenging. Year 4 have been exploring
hundredths as part of their topic on Fractions. In addition, we have revised colours in French,
practised map-reading in PE and researched Elizabeth I.

How can you help at home?
Please ensure that your child is practising their times tables regularly; our weekly tests take place
on a Friday. The current Curriculum expects children to be able to quickly recall all times table facts
by the end of Year 4. Year 3 will be the first children to sit the New Times Table Test introduced by
the DFE.

Year 5
This week we have been lucky enough to start our new language French! In Maths we have been
continuing with the topic of fractions and have focussed on finding fractions of given amounts. In
English we have explored the poem of The Highway Man and completed two drama sessions to
enable us to fully understand the story within the poem. In RE we have also looked at two Sikh stories
and how they may be relevant to our lives.
How you can help at home?
Practice counting in decimals as this will help the children prepare for their decimals topic (steps of
0.25,0.5,0.2).

Year 6
This week in English, Year 6 have edited and finalised their balanced arguments on whether mobile
phones are more beneficial or harmful. I was incredibly impressed with their mind-sets and attitudes
towards editing and redrafting and was very pleased to read so many excellent, sophisticated pieces
of writing! We also spent Drop Everything and Write Day composing Mother’s Day poems - we hope
you enjoy these! In Maths, we have been practising our arithmetic skills, looking at a variety of topics
including how to use a protractor and find missing angles. In P.E. we continued working on some
challenging circuits, after having been excellent assistants last week to the younger children. In R.E.,
we continued to look at how important Sikh stories remain today, thinking about ideas of equality.
How can you help at home?
Please read with your child daily, it is vital that we ensure all children can read quickly and accurately
whilst still understanding what is read.

Term 4

W/C 12 March
13 March
16 March
20 March
20 March
21 March
21 March
21 March
21 March
22 March
27 March
28 March
28 March
29 March

All Years
Year 1
All Years
Year 2
Year 6
Year 5&6
All Years
Year 1
Year 5&6
All Years
Year 6
By Invite
Year 5&6
All Years

British Science Week – Details shown in table of weekly events.
Year 1 Class Assembly @ 2.30pm
Non School Uniform Day - £1 donation
KS1 SATS Meeting @3.30pm
KS2 SATS Meeting @3.30pm
Aqua splash Swimming Gala@ Sutton Valence School
Parent Consultations 3.30pm – 6.00pm
Parent Roast Dinner Day
IGS Science Workshop
Parent Consultations 4.00pm – 7.00pm
Year 6 Enterprise Fayre (Fundraiser for reward day post SATS)
Celebration Assembly
IGS Science Workshop
End of Term 4. Finish @2.00pm

All Years

Start of Term

Term 5
16 April

