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Dear Parents / Carers
This week has passed by so quickly! We have been immersed in the Chris Evans 500 word story
competition and I have been lucky enough to spend time in all classes this week to hear the amazing
ideas the children have for their stories. We will keep our fingers crossed that there may be winners
amongst us! We have also enjoyed listening to a number of the winning entries from last year in order
to create an appetite for writing and to provide inspiration. I know that many of the children have been
working on their ideas at home so thank you for this invaluable support.
Wellbeing Day
The children enjoyed a fantastic session this morning with Mrs Fuller Hawkes in Mindfulness and
“being in the moment”. This was a wonderful start to our day and I am very grateful to her for giving
her time to the school. As part of this initiative we invited you to walk, cycle or scooter to school where
possible. 37% of the school achieved this this morning Thank you! Well done Year 1 with a
magnificent 74% success. Thank you also to Dr Lewis who ran mindfulness sessions for teaching
colleagues in the afternoon.
After School Clubs
We still have spaces in all of our sports clubs. If you would like to register your child for one of these,
the Office team will be delighted to help you. For those children in KS2 who have registered for
Science club, please refer to the Parentmail that was sent to you on Tuesday confirming dates, as
these do not run every Wednesday. Please remember that Class Teacher led clubs do not run in the
last week of term.
New Sports Events
We will be entering a team of four pupils from Y1 and Year 2 and four pupils from Y3/4 into a Kent
Games Gymnastics competition on Wednesday 7 February at Aylesford Sports College. If your
child is selected to represent the team, you will receive details of the event in due course. In addition,
we have entered a Year 5 / 6 team into a regional dodgeball competition on 31 January at the YMCA
in Maidstone. This will be a team of six pupils. I am also very keen to enter a team into a swimming
competition on 21 March to be held at Sutton Valence School; if your child has a swimming talent
of which we may be unaware, please let us know so that we can include them in the team!

Music
As you are aware, I have been working hard to try and establish lessons in partnership with Kent
Music School at our school. In an effort to escalate momentum, I have been in contact with an
alternative provider who is very keen to deliver brass and wind instrument lessons; this is Music for
Schools Foundation.
Once I have more information on their offer, I will confirm the detail of this to you. Their website is as
follows;
https://www.mfsf.org.uk.
Music in School was an item on our Parent Forum agenda; thank you to Mrs Joubert for helping to
identify other teachers locally who may be able to assist us.
Parent Forum
A big thank you to our Parent Forum members for our meeting on Tuesday 16 January. Once the
minutes have been ratified, these will be uploaded onto our new school website.
Author Visit
As you will note from the calendar of events, we are welcoming a new author Helen Dennis to school
on Thursday 1 February. This is part of our celebration of National Storytelling week. I have worked
with Helen in other schools and her workshops are totally enthralling. We have some of her books in
school to share with the children, however I have detailed her website in case you would like to review
her work before her visit.
http://helendennisbooks.com
Safer Internet Day – Tuesday 6 February
We have planned a number of events in school in order to promote this year’s message of “Create,
Connect and Share Respect”. We would love to invite you to join your child’s class on Tuesday from
2pm in order to support these activities which underpin our longer term commitment to safeguarding
your children online. We will issue a further invitation by Parentmail closer to the date.
Any talented Parent Painters?
I would be so pleased to hear from any Parents who may be happy to join Mrs Jeffery to complete
an art project in school. This will include some painting with the children onto MDF pieces. The Office
team will be delighted to take your details!

Reading Challenge
Reading for pleasure, will have the single most important impact on your child’s life chances and
successes. As a reading school, we are committed to the national agenda that no child should be left
behind. Thank you for your support in this endeavour however we do still need to work hard in order
to ensure every child reads four times per week. Congratulations to this week’s winner Year 6 with
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Attendance
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This week’s attendance is 95.9 % which is significantly below our
school target and 0.9% below the national average of 96%. Our
year to date attendance is 96.5%.

The class with the best attendance this week is Year 1 with 99.0%. Congratulations to Year 1 who
become this week’s proud owners of Attendance Ted. What a great lead to follow!

Pupil Successes



Alice Lewis achieved her 5m swimming certificate.
Leo Lamond has achieved Duckling level at swimming

Penguins
This week
On Monday, the class took part in the writing competition, 500 Words 2018. The class completed
different activities to help prepare and plan their stories. They worked extremely hard throughout the
day and produced exciting stories.
In Maths, we have been learning to use the bar model to support solving addition and subtraction
problems.
As part of our sensory timetable, we have been spending some time using our sensory room with our
new lights and music.

How can you help at home?
It would be helpful to talk about new or unusual sounds that you hear when out and about.

Panda Class
Panda Class are embracing our ‘Out of this world’ topic wholeheartedly. We have thoroughly enjoyed
immersing ourselves in the story ‘Toys in Space’ and have been discussing and writing about how
we would feel if we were toys left outside at night, in the garden. We have listened to ‘Mars’ The
bringer of war, and ‘Venus’ the bringer of peace by the composer Holst and have reflected on how
the music has made us feel and what we imagine each of the planets will look like. In Maths we have
been embedding our knowledge of ‘one more than’ a given number up to 20 and ‘one less than.
During PE our Pandas have been moving like astronauts, rockets, super novas and stars. We have
also been looking at the painting of “A Starry Night’ by Vincent Van Gogh and are very excited about
creating their own Starry Night pictures next week.
How can you help at home?
Look at the sky as it gets dark and talk about your observations.
The book we have enjoyed this week.

Year 1
This week has been fantastic. We have been writing at length about a memory that we treasured.
Children have been planning, writing and editing their work in order to improve their writing. In science
we have been learning about plants, specifically about roots and what they do to help the plants grow.
Maths has been very practical looking at number patterns and comparing numbers. For example the
children had to investigate what is the same and what is different with 12 and 21
How can you help at home?
Look for numbers in the environment and compare them, asking what the difference is between...
how many more... how many less...

Year 2
This week in Year two we have been very busy planning our stories for the Chris Evans 500-word
competition. The children have all worked really hard to think about the different parts to their story
and I know are all very eager to get writing next week. In Maths, we have been looking at measuring.
We started the week by discussing the types of objects metres would be used to measure, and then
had a go at estimating whether things around the classroom were smaller, the same as or longer
than one metre, before measuring them to find out. Towards the end of the week we looked at
centimetres, and investigated measuring objects around the classroom. We had our first recorder
lesson of the term, and by the end of the lesson all of the children were able to play “Hot Cross Buns”
so well done to all of them!
How can you help at home?
Ask your child to discuss their story idea with you.

Year 3/4
This week, Years 3 and 4 have been busy gathering ideas and planning their stories ready to enter
Chris Evans 500 Word competition; hopefully the children have been sharing their excitement and
creativity with you at home too. In Maths, Year 3 have been focusing on division and ensuring they
can use appropriate strategies when halving larger numbers. Year 4 have been exploring ways to
multiply by a 2-digit number. In addition, we have learned the parts of a castle, their purpose and why
they are now built from stone. In the wider curriculum, the children have used their sketching skills to
create self-portraits, continued to code using Purple Mash and developed their dribbling skills whilst
playing football.

How can you help at home?
Ask your child about their 500-word story: Who is the main character? Where is the story set? What
problem does the main character face? How will the story end?

Year 5
This week Year five had a very exciting start as we had a ‘Drop Everything and Write’ day dedicated
to generating ideas for BBC 2’s 500 word competition. We have then completed subsequent activities
in our English lesson which have focused on planning our story. In Maths, this week we have been
looking at interpreting tables and line graphs and relating to our everyday lives. In Science, we have
discussed reversible and irreversible changes that happen to materials in our everyday life and
discussed what happens when we cook certain materials.

How can you help at home?
Try and use fractions at home when discussing sharing. This will help children visualise the fractions
and help them prepare for next week’s topic of fractions.

Year 6
This week Year 6 have been exploring and developing their ideas for the Radio 2 500 Words Story
Competition. There have been some excellent ideas and we look forward to reading the finished
drafts! In Maths we have moved on to looking at decimals and the pupils have been excellent at
spotting patterns and rules when multiplying decimals. In Science we completed our investigation
into how the distance from a light source affects the height of a shadow and in P.E. we have begun
our new unit on Netball. We have also started to think about what makes a story special in R.E. and
how to give and receive criticism positively in P.S.H.E.
How can you help at home?
In Maths we are currently looking at decimals. Support your child by involving them in real life
problems. For example, while shopping: a packet of biscuits costs £2.14, how much would 4 packets
cost?

Term 3
29 January w/c
29 January w/c
29 January
30 January
31 January
31 January
31 January
1 February
5 February
6 February
6 February
7 February
7 February
7 February

All Years
All Years
Panda & Y5
Year 2 & 6
Year 5 & 6
Year 5 & 6
Year 1,3&4
All Years
Year 6
All Years
All Years
Year 5&6
Invite only
Year 3 & 4

8 February
8 February
9 February
9 February
9 February

All Years
Key Stage 1
Year 1&2
Key Stage 2
All Years

National Story telling week
Last week of teacher led clubs
Parent Storyshare @ 2.30pm
Parent Storyshare @ 2.30om
Regional Dodgeball Competition
Parent Roast Dinner Day
Parent Storyshare @2.30pm
Author Visit; Helen Dennis
Wasted! Year 6 Drugs Workshop
Safer Internet Day
Second Hand Uniform Sale
Visit to Valley Park – Matinee School of Rock @10am
Governors Meeting @ 5.45
Kent Games Gymnastic Competition@ Aylesford Sports
College
Celebration Assembly @ 9am – by Invitation
Pupil Led Review Conference @2pm
Theatre trip to Orchard Theatre; Awful Auntie
Pupil Led Review Conference
Last day of term 3.20pm

Term 4
19 February 2018 All years

Term 4 for pupils begin on Monday 19 February 2018

