Issue: 20

Date: 23 March 2018

Dear Parents / Carers,
It has been our pleasure to welcome you into school this week for Parent Consultations; I hope that
you felt these meetings to be helpful and that the changes on the wider assessment of your child
provided a meaningful and broader profile of your child in school. I would be delighted to hear any
feedback in this respect so that we may continue to make improvements. We have invited you to
complete our Parent questionnaire through Parentmail; this provides vital feedback on how we may
improve our school offer to you. This questionnaire is also available on our website through the
Parent View tab. Just a reminder that the clocks go forward this Sunday and we are looking forward
to lighter evenings and hopefully some sunshine!
Please find a review for next week – our final week of term;
EVENT
Headteacher
Attendance Tea
Year 6 Enterprise
Fayre
Second Hand
Uniform Sale
Celebration
Assembly
PTA Easter Egg
Raffle
PTA Easter Egg
Hunt
End of Term

DATE / TIME
Tuesday 27 March
@11am
Tuesday 27 March @
2pm – 3.30pm
Tuesday 27 March
@3.30pm – 4pm
Wednesday 28 March @
9am
Wednesday 28 March in
assembly
Thursday 29 March @
1.30pm
Thursday 29 March @
2pm

DETAILS
By invitation across the school
Fundraising for Year 6 reward
day – all invited!
Hosted by PTA
By invitation
Prizes to be awarded
Whole school
Arrangements for provision in
school until 3.20pm if required

Summer Uniform
When we return to school on April 16, we are very hopeful that the Summer terms will bring warmer
days. Whilst this is never guaranteed, all children should return to school in Summer uniform;
should the weather dictate otherwise we will continue to liaise with you. This means that boys in
Panda class and in Year 1 should wear grey shorts and short grey socks. Girls should wear short,
white, non-frilly socks. Your support with this is much appreciated in advance.

Clubs for Term 5 and term 6
We have now assigned places for Class Teacher led clubs for the Summer Terms These have
been confirmed by Parentmail. The full suite of clubs on offer at school is available on the school
noticeboard; we are delighted to offer a Golf Club by Kings Hill Golf Club and a new Science Club,
run by STEMkids – please look out for the details on Parentmail. All arrangements for booking
places should be made directly with external providers; their contact details are itemised on the
school programme.
Morning Drop off arrangements
I would like to remind all parents that children should not be left unattended at school before
8.15am. At this time, their safety and welfare remains the responsibility of the parent regardless of
whether the parent is on or off site. The school gates open at 8.15am with supervised play by a
member of staff.
Kings Hill Road Closures
We have been informed by Liberty Property that there will be road closures on a section of Tower
View from 3rd April to 16th April. This is to install a signalised pedestrian crossing to allow safe
access to the schools from the new development. We will send out a separate Parentmail with the
full details and a map of the diversions that will be put into place.
Maths Quiz Club
At the start of next term we complete our final Quiz Club Challenge; this time for Maths. This is
traditionally a much harder competition with rapid calculations of complex numbers often required. I
am so pleased to congratulate our teams who completed a tough selection quiz; Ty in Year 6, Aizah
in Year 5, Zoe in Year 4, Ashley in Year 6, Lucas in Year 5, Rio in Year 4 and Finlay in Year 3.You
are very welcome to join us on 18 April in order to support the children.

Safeguarding
Safeguarding is a whole school and community issue and is one that remains at the heart of new
government frameworks; this embraces both online safety and safety in the community. We have
asked the children to help us to identify what dangers they think are in our community – this lies at
the core of the new Ofsted inspection frames. I would like to invite you to contribute your voice to
this as well so that we may identify risks and develop plans in order to minimise these. If you would
like to contribute to these, I would be very grateful if you could mail the school on
www.enquiriesking@viat.org.uk.

Over the past two weeks we have provided fact sheets on how to keep your child safe online. For
our children, this is a vital life skill; empowering them at an early age with the strategies, knowledge
and skills to safeguard themselves and their personal information is an aspect of our learning in
school that is nurtured and developed. I am very grateful to Ms Buchanan who has alerted us to the
website Omegle. It would appear that this is a site where popular “You Tubers” prank each other,
leaving the link in the description on the videos. This is being used as a grooming site – please
check the safety settings on your child’s device and that they are not accessing this site.
The NSPCC has a wealth of useful information on their website, which can be accessed via the
following link:
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/child-abuse-and-neglect/bullying-and-cyberbullying/
In addition, the Kent Police & Crime Commissioner have been running a cyber-bullying survey
aimed at gathering pupils views on the subject. The survey is still open for a short time and can be
accessed via the following link:
www.kent-pcc.gov.uk/consultations
All response received are anonymous and will be used to create a broader understanding of the
scale of cyber-bullying in Kent.
Attendance
I would like to remind parents that holidays are not permitted during term time. It is the legal
responsibility of parents to ensure that their child is in school every day that the school is open
provided that their child is healthy and well. This applies to all children in Panda class; those
children who are under 5 are subject to the same legal expectations. Should a parent choose to
take holiday in term time, these sessions will be recorded as unauthorised on their child’s
attendance report. We wish to continue to work with you, however I have been receiving an
increasing number of such requests. Should there be ten unauthorised sessions in a 100 day
period, then a Penalty Notice will be issued. I have provided a useful reminder of the impact of
absence from school both on your child’s ability to achieve their targets and on their emotional
adjustment back into school after an absence;

We have managed to sustain our year to date attendance of 96%. Thank you for your continued
support; 96% is the minimum requirement by Ofsted in order to be a Good school. Congratulations
to Year 4 with a fantastic 100% attendance, who are the proud owners of Attendance Ted for the
week. This term, 63% of the school have managed to achieve 100% attendance. This is fantastic,
We look forward to seeing them all next week at the Headteacher tea. Please look out for invitations
in book bags.

Reading Challenge
Year 4
Panda
Year 6
Year 5
Year 2
Year 3
Year 1

92%
73%
73%
69%
66%
46%
46%

Reading is a vital life skill, and reading for pleasure is essential to
ensure your child’s future successes. Thank you for supporting this
very important part of our work together. We can still make
improvements to this; please support your child by signing their
record in time for Friday. Congratulations to Year 4 who are this
week’s winners of Reading ted with 92%

Pupil Successes













George in Year 1 for receiving a trophy in Lego club.
Annabel, for receiving her orange belt in karate.
Cameron in Year 2 for receiving his orange belt in karate.
Indiana in Year 2 for receiving her orange belt in karate.
Alex in Year 2 for receiving his orange belt in karate.
Samuel in Year 2 for making progress in swimming lessons and swimming underwater.
Shana in Year 2 for making progress in swimming lessons and swimming underwater.
Naithu in Year 2 for making progress in swimming lessons and swimming underwater.
Mia in Year 2 for making progress in swimming lessons and swimming underwater.
Alexander in Year 2 for receiving a Beavers Badge for knitting.
Zoe in Year 4 for earning a medal for being an improved player in Chess Club
George in Year 1 for achieving an award in Chess Club as the most Improved player Easter
2018

School Kitchen
I am very sad to inform you that Nikki, our cook from CDC, will be leaving on Thursday 29 March.
Nikki has had an enormous impact in school and on our continuing work to invite you into school to
enjoy meals with your children. I am sure you will join me in thanking her for all her dedication to the
children and to the school.

Penguins
This week
During English, Jack, Jasper and Samuel have started reading ‘Africa Is Not A Country’. They
identified the different countries that were mentioned and found them on their map of Africa.
Callum has read ‘The Hungry Caterpillar’ and sequences the days of the week and wrote his own
version of the story. We have also read about the Easter Story and made our own book, retelling
the story. In Maths, we have been learning about fractions. Callum has learned to find ½ and ¼ of
shapes, objects and amounts. Jack, Jasper and Samuel have been learning about how to
recognise different fractions of shapes and how to add and subtract fractions with the same
denominator.
Callum spent more time with his class and joined them for their PE lessons. He was using his
imagination to pretend to go through, under and over different things.
Jasper joined his class for French this week and learned the words for different family members.
As part of our sensory curriculum, the class made different bugs from playdough. We have also
been practising our hand-eye coordination and developing our social skills by learning to play
rounders.
How can we help at home?
It would be helpful to continue to practise finding simple fractions of a given amount.

Panda Class
This week has been an exciting week in Panda class as we have all become mini Paleontologists.
We have continued our investigative work into dinosaurs. As a continuation of our work in British
Science week we have been observing and talking about what happens to our bodies prior to and
after exercise; the reasons for this and how to keep our bodies healthy. There has been much
discussion about what constitutes a healthy meal which has led us to then consider where our food
comes from and making observations on a range of seeds that we are planning to plant.
How you can help at home?
Please continue to help the children to learn to spell and write their surname.
Books we have enjoyed this week.

Year 1
This week Year 1 have been busy writing their own traditional tales based on The Three Little
Pigs. They have been very creative, and have produced some great stories. We have planned
these using role play and story mountains, and written them with a focus on punctuation and
adjectives. In Maths, we have been using a hundred square to practise saying one more and one
less than any given number to 100. Then we moved on to finding 10 more and 10 less using the
hundred square. In Science, we have begun looking at grouping and sorting different materials, and
in French we have enjoyed learning the alphabet.
How can you help at home?
Look at objects around the home and talk about what material they are made from - metal, plastic,
wood, glass or fabric.

Year 2
Firstly, I wanted to thank you for coming to parents evening this week. It was wonderful to celebrate
the children’s successes and progress. I hope you found our meetings worthwhile.
To consolidate all we have learned about Nelson Mandela, we have been producing leaflets as part
of our topic lessons. The children have thoroughly enjoyed this, and they have produced some very
interesting work. In RE this week we have been learning about the Easter Story. The children then
helped me to summarise the story and then created a role play of a significant part.
What can you do to help at home?
Discuss with children the different symbols we have for Easter and what they mean. Why do we
have chocolate eggs? (and then enjoy lots of them too!)

Year 3/4
This week Years 3 and 4 have worked hard on fractions, the year 3s have all learned how to add
fractions with the same denominator while the year 4s have honed their skills in working out
equivalent fractions, culminating in a fractions game of "Guess Who'. English this week has seen
children enjoy the next part of A Midsummer Night's Dream and they have had fun getting in
character and understanding the story. In addition, we have learnt about family in French, started to
create learning pages about Elizabeth I and continued our exploration into magnets and
compasses.

How can you help at home?
Please ensure that your child is able to see, understand and explain fractions of amounts in and
around the home, (it might be that you ask them what fraction of the fruit bowl are bananas!). This
practical knowledge of fractions will really help their deeper understanding in the classroom.

Year 5
This week has been very exciting for Year Five, In Maths we have started our topic of decimals and
many children in the class have been able to work up to the ‘weekly challenges’. We have also
started our final extended piece of writing for the term, which focusses around writing the story of
The Highway Man from a character’s perspective. The class have been very dedicated to showing
all the SPAG elements within their writing. In the afternoons, this week, we have been focussing on
our science topic of forces. The children have completed their own investigation into which surfaces
create their own friction and thought about uses of friction in everyday life! We have been delighted
to welcome students from IGS who have helped us to develop our understanding through practical
activities.
How can you help at home?
Continue to practise timetables at home also within the context of division.

Year 6
This week Year 6 have been working incredibly hard on their Mock SATs. They have shown
excellent perseverance, stamina and determination! We are so incredibly proud of them all!
In English we have started to look at Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet and are now confidently
retelling the tragedy orally. We looked in detail at the characters of Romeo and Juliet and studied a
model letter in preparation for our writing next week.
In P.E. we have been working on our fitness and stamina by working through a variety of exercises
including dances, choreographed martial arts, yoga and mindfulness. Some of Year 6 also visited
Kings Hill Golf Club for a taster session which was thoroughly enjoyed!
We have also been busy preparing for the Enterprise Fayre; we look forward to welcoming you all
into school then!
How can you help at home?
Ask your child to retell you the story of Romeo and Juliet. How would they persuade the Montagues
and Capulets to allow them to get married?

Term 4
27 March
28 March
28 March
29 March
29 March

Year 6
By Invite
Year 5&6
All Years
All Years

Year 6 Enterprise Fayre (Fundraiser for reward day post SATS)
Celebration Assembly
IGS Science Workshop in school
End of Term 4. Finish @2.00pm
PTA Easter Egg Hunt

All Years
All Years
New
Parents
Year 1
Year 3 &
Invited
Pupils
KS2
All

Start of Term
Music Assembly by Music For Schools Foundation @ 9am
Offer day for new Panda Class Parents

All
Panda
Year 1
Year 2
Members
only
By invitation
All
Year 5
Year 6

Class Teacher led clubs commence
Parent story share at 2.30pm
Parent story share at 2.30pm
Parent story share at 2.30pm
Parent Forum at 6pm

Term 5
16 April
16 April
16 April
17 April
17 April

18 April
18 April
W/C 23 April
23 April
23 April
24 April
24 April
25 April
27 April
27 April
27 April

Parent Consultations- Yr 1 only. Book by Parentmail
Swimming Lessons begin – 12 weeks

Quiz Club Maths competition @ 2pm
Music for Schools – Presentation to Parents at 6pm

Let’s Get Better Coffee afternoon (School Liaison Officer)
2 Year Anniversary Family Picnic at 12.15pm
Parent story share at 2.30pm
Parent story share at 2.30pm

W/C 30 April
30 April
1 May
2 May
2 May
3 May
3 May
3 May
4 May

Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 5
Year 2
Year 5
Panda
PTA
Year 6

Parent story share at 2.30pm
Parent story share at 2.30pm
Bikeability
Bikeability
KS1 SATS window opens
Bikeability
Panda Class Height and Weight checks – School Nursing
PTA Meeting @ 6.30pm
Safety In Action Course – more details to follow

W/C 7 May
9 May
10 May
10 May
11 May

Y5
SRP
All

May Bank Holiday – No pupils in school
Governors Meeting @ 5.45pm
Class Assembly
SRP Steering Group Meeting – By invitation
PTA Parents Quiz Night at 6.30pm – 9pm

W/C 14 May
16 May
16 May
17 May
18 May

Year 6
Year 2
Year 3&4
Year 3&4
Year 6

KS2 SATS Week
Parent Roast Dinner Day
Y3/4 Production - Performance to Parents @6pm
Y3/4 Production - Performance to Parents @6pm
Reward Day

21 May
22 May
22 May

KS1
KS2
Year 5

23 May
23 May
24 May
25 May

All
All
By invitation
All

Pupil Led Review at 2.30pm
Pupil Led Review at 2.30pm
PESE Information Meeting at 3.30pm (Entry to Grammar
School)
Wellbeing Day
PTA School Disco at 6.30pm – 8pm
Celebration Assembly
Last day of Term 5

4 June
4 June

All Years
Year 5

Start of Term 6
Registration for PESE opens www.kent.gov.uk/ola

