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Dear Parents / Carers,
I wanted to thank all my colleagues and you for a fun packed Science week. The children have
enjoyed fantastic investigations, workshops from Invicta Grammar School students and another
opportunity to enter a competition! There is never a lost moment to showcase the children’s skills
and talents. I hope you enjoy the pictures under class headings which mirror the fun we have had
this week.
Please find below a preview for next week;
EVENT
KS1 Taster Golf
Workshop
Y2 SATS
information session

DATE / TIME
Monday 19 March @ 2pm

Y6 SATS
information session

Tuesday 20 March @
3.30pm

Roast Dinner
invitation
Parent Consultation

Wednesday 21 March @
12.15pm
Wednesday 21 March @
3.30pm – 6pm
Thursday 22 March @
2pm
Thursday 22 March @
4pm – 7pm

KS2 Taster Golf
Workshop
Parent
Consultations

Tuesday 20 March @
3.30pm

DETAILS
Workshop at KH Golf club as
taster session for school club.
Y2 parents only. Information
will be uploaded to school
website
Y6 parents only. Information
will be uploaded to school
website
Year 1 parents. Information on
Parentmail
Appointments by Parentmail
Workshop at KH golf club as
taster session for school club
Appointments by Parentmail

Car Park Safety
The continued safety of all adults and children remain the concern of the school. This was an
agenda item at our recent Parent Forum meeting and we would like to invite you to support the
safety of all carpark users by parking in allocated bays only. We would also like to urge parents to
not allow their children to run across the carpark or to scooter through it as this is adding to our
safety concerns. We have agreed that if our requests for these basic principles of safety and
courtesy continue to be ignored then we will close the carpark once it is full. Parents will be directed
to park elsewhere responsibly.
Parent Forum
I would like to thank the Parent Forum for their time on Tuesday evening in order to support and
represent your voice. Once ratified by the members, the minutes from our discussions will be
uploaded onto the school website.
NSPCC
As you are aware, we have been working with the NSPCC in order to enrich our embedded
protective curriculum. I am delighted to confirm that we raised a staggering £1,476.91 for this very
worthwhile charity. This is absolutely fantastic amount and I wanted to thank you for your generosity
and support.
Pupil Survey
We have recently conducted a questionnaire with the children in order to capture their voice about
school and how we can improve their learning, social and sporting experiences. The children have
told us;
 They feel safe at school
 Trusted adults in school care for them
 Adults help them to improve their learning
 Trusted adults in school encourage them to be independent
 Trusted adults in school teach them how to respect each other and the cultural diversity of
others
They would like us to help them to better understand their feelings and how to manage them and to
understand what bullying is. We have shared the results with the School Council who have come
up with some great ideas.

School Council
I wanted to thank all the children on School Council for their excellent interviewing skills on Tuesday
when they met candidates for the post of Headteacher. They had some challenging and impressive
questions and they are a credit to the school. We have weekly meetings as a School Council team
in order to discuss their ideas about how they would like the school to develop. We have agreed on
a Why not Run? Afternoon in aid of a charity during Term 5 and a Summer Fayre during Term 6.
Look out for more details! Thank you to Ava and Luke in Year 1, Yasmine and Thomas in Year 2,
Logan and Tia in Year 3, Lily and Cameron in Year 4, Mia and James in Year 5 and Ty and Elanna
in Year 6.

Safeguarding
Last week we provided a fact sheet with regard to your child’s use of You Tube; I hope that you
found this to be a useful resource. Online safety remains a whole school issue and during every
lesson the children are reminded of how to stay safe and of their agreed class rules. This week we
have uploaded a fact sheet about how to keep you child safe online; this has some invaluable tips
and facts including questions to ask your child. For ease of access, you may find an electronic copy
as follows;
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/490001/Social_Media
_Guidance_UKCCIS_Final_18122015.pdf.pdf
The UK Council for Child Internet Safety have recently released a new framework for schools. This
describes the digital knowledge and skills that children and young people should have the
opportunity to develop at different ages and stages of their lives. It highlights what a child should
know in terms of current online technology, its influence on behaviour and development, and what
skills they need to be able to navigate it. We will be reviewing this in school with a view to using the
core strands of learning with the children.

Attendance
Our year to date attendance is 96% which is an improvement of 0.3% from last week. Thank you for
your continued support, 96% is the minimum required by Ofsted to be a good school.
Congratulations to Year 4 with a fantastic 100% attendance and are the proud owners of
Attendance Ted for the week.
Year 4
Year 6
Year 2
Panda
Year 3
Year 5
Year 1

100%
98.7%
98.3%
96.0%
93.3%
92.0%
92.0%

Pupil Successes



Poppy in Year 1 for achieving her Level 4 in Gymnastics
Mia & Isabella in Year 6 for achieving their Dark Blue Medallions in Music and Singing

Penguins
This week
During English and Maths, we have been completing our assessments in line with those in our
mainstream classrooms. We have worked really hard and tried our best.
Callum has been introduced to his Year 1 class and spent time with them in PE, PSHE and
Science. Callum enjoyed working with his class and his favourite part was being “a jelly bean”.
Jack and Jasper have spent some time in the afternoons in their Year 3/4 classroom for Science
week. They watched a video about magnets and Jasper took part in an experiment about magnets.
We are so proud that they are working so well in their mainstream classrooms.
How can we help at home?
It would be helpful to spend time talking about their positive experiences when in their mainstream
class.

Panda Class
This week Panda Class have been continuing to explore their topic, using non-fiction books to
discover interesting facts and details about many different dinosaurs. We have also looked through
magnifiers at a range of fossils. In P.E. we have been developing our ball handling skills with Mark
the coach from PASS, with much practice of throwing and catching. We have continued to
consolidate our phonic knowledge and have enjoyed a range of stories about dinosaurs. In Maths
we have been ensuring our recognition of the teens numbers and beyond, and working on addition
of groups. We enjoyed inviting in our parents to share in our ‘British Science Week’ activities.
How can you help at home?
Next week we will be exploring the topic of weight, why not ask your child to compare weights of
things and discuss this using the terms heavier and lighter.
Books we have enjoyed this week.

Year 1
This week Year 1 worked very hard practising and performing their assembly. They all did so well,
speaking very clearly and confidently. Well done Year 1!
Aside from this, the children have continued looking at shapes in Maths. The children have carried
out an investigation that involved making shapes, and continued to sort and group various shapes.
In English, the children have started to write their own traditional tale, based on The Three Little
Pigs. They have thought about their characters and setting, and decided what they will use to build
their houses. They will continue these next week. For Science week, we have been looking at
waterproof materials. We have done an experiment to make an umbrella, testing different materials
to find out which works best.

How can you help at home?
Read some traditional tales together and talk about any common features that they share.

Year 2
This week we had our first PE lesson with a specialist from Invicta Grammar School. We thought
about how professional athletes, like Usain Bolt, have to have very quick reaction times to ensure
they get the best start to their race. We put ours into practice to see if they were as good! We also
had our last Drama session with the specialist from Valley Park. We discussed Awful Auntie and
produced a short role play of our favourite scene to the rest of the class.
How can you help at home?
In preparation for writing a leaflet about him next week, discuss with your children all of the things
they have learned so far about Nelson Mandela. If you have any leaflets for places you have
visited, ask the children to look through them and see what they notice.

Year 3/4
As part of British Science Week, Years 3 and 4 have been excited to explore magnets. We have
investigated which materials are attracted to a magnet and which magnet is the strongest, as well
as beginning to learn how a magnet works. In addition, we have discussed real-life uses of magnets
and were surprised by how common they are. In Maths, Year 3 have explored tenths and Year 4
have learned about equivalent fractions. The children have also written letters in English, practised
saying their birthday in French and developed their touch-typing in Computing.
How can you help at home?
Our spelling focus for this week has been the –sure suffix. Can your child find further examples of
words with this ending whilst you are reading together?

Year 5
We have had an exceedingly busy week enjoying the afternoon experiments and dedicated time to
Science Week. In English, we have been looking at fronted adverbials and we have written our own
versions of a spooky tale which includes these language devices. Year Five have worked
particularly hard on this and should be extremely proud of their spooky tales. In Maths we have had
a focus on the skills of reasoning and linking this to our Maths topic of fractions. In the afternoons
we have been continuing with our forces topic; researching Isaac Newton, completing an
experiment on friction and looking at air resistance.
How can you help at home?
Point out real life examples of friction; burning matches, cutlery on plates and wearing down shoes
so children can relate their new knowledge to real life situations.

Year 6
This week in English, Year 6 have started their topic of Shakespeare and have looked in detail at
the Globe Theatre. Using our research on the Globe, we have been writing non-chronological
reports on the theatre. In Maths, we have continued to practise our arithmetic skills and have
developed our strategies for solving perimeter and area problems.
As part of British Science Week, we have entered the British Science Association’s annual poster
competition. The pupils independently researched either Charles Darwin or Mary Anning, as part of
our Evolution and Inheritance topic. In pairs, they have created wonderfully creative and informative
posters for the competition. We have also been lucky enough to be visited by a group of students
from Invicta Grammar School who ran a range of activities for the pupils on forces.
How can you help at home?
Next week we will be having our final set of practice SAT tests. Please help your child be ready by
ensuring they get plenty of sleep and eat a good and healthy breakfast each morning.

Term 4
20 March
20 March
21 March
21 March
21 March
21 March
22 March
27 March
28 March
28 March
29 March

Year 2
Year 6
Year 5&6
All Years
Year 1
Year 5&6
All Years
Year 6
By Invite
Year 5&6
All Years

KS1 SATS Meeting @3.30pm
KS2 SATS Meeting @3.30pm
Aqua splash Swimming Gala@ Sutton Valence School
Parent Consultations 3.30pm – 6.00pm
Parent Roast Dinner Day
IGS Science Workshop
Parent Consultations 4.00pm – 7.00pm
Year 6 Enterprise Fayre (Fundraiser for reward day post SATS)
Celebration Assembly
IGS Science Workshop
End of Term 4. Finish @2.00pm

All Years
All Years
New
Parents
Year 1
Year 3 &
Invited
Pupils
KS2
All

Start of Term
Music Assembly by Music For Schools Foundation @ 9am
Offer day for new Panda Class Parents

All
Panda
Year 1
Year 2
Members
only
By invitation
All
Year 5
Year 6

Class Teacher led clubs commence
Parent story share at 2.30pm
Parent story share at 2.30pm
Parent story share at 2.30pm
Parent Forum at 6pm

Term 5
16 April
16 April
16 April
17 April
17 April

18 April
18 April
W/C 23 April
23 April
23 April
24 April
24 April
25 April
27 April
27 April
27 April

Parent Consultations- Yr 1 only. Book by Parentmail
Swimming Lessons begin – 12 weeks

Quiz Club Maths competition @ 2pm
Music for Schools – Presentation to Parents at 6pm

Let’s Get Better Coffee afternoon (School Liaison Officer)
2 Year Anniversary Family Picnic at 12.15pm
Parent story share at 2.30pm
Parent story share at 2.30pm

W/C 30 April
30 April
1 May
2 May
2 May
3 May
3 May
4 May

Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 5
Year 2
Panda
PTA
Year 6

Parent story share at 2.30pm
Parent story share at 2.30pm
Bikeability
Bikeability
KS1 SATS window opens
Panda Class Height and Weight checks – School Nursing
PTA Meeting @ 6.30pm
Safety In Action Course – more details to follow

W/C 7 May
10 May
10 May
11 May

Y5
SRP
All

May Bank Holiday – No pupils in school
Class Assembly
SRP Steering Group Meeting – By invitation
PTA Parents Quiz Night at 6.30pm – 9pm

W/C 14 May
16 May
16 May
17 May
18 May

Year 6
Year 2
Year 3&4
Year 3&4
Year 6

KS2 SATS Week
Parent Roast Dinner Day
Production at 6pm
Production at 6pm
Reward Day

21 May
22 May
22 May

KS1
KS2
Year 5

23 May
23 May
24 May
24 May
25 May

All
All
By invitation
All

Pupil Led Review at 2.30pm
Pupil Led Review at 2.30pm
PESE Information Meeting at 3.30pm (Entry to Grammar
School)
Wellbeing Day
PTA School Disco at 6.30pm – 8pm
Celebration Assembly
Last day of Term 5
Staff development Day – School Closed to all pupils

4 June
4 June

All Years
Year 5

Start of Term 6
Registration for PESE opens www.kent.gov.uk/ola

