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Dear Parents / Carers 
It has been a busy and energetic week in school, seeing many achievements! Luca has written this report about his exciting trip to the Houses of
Parliament!

As someone really interested in politics, I contacted my Grandad’s local MP Mrs Helen Grant, and then the box office for the Houses of Parliament.
Shortly after this I received a letter to the door inviting me to visit in person. My Grandad took me and after looking at the London Eye and Big Ben,
we went inside. It was chaotically busy in this vast room. We joined a tour starting in this ancient and Great Hall, which is where the previous Prime
Ministers and monarchs are buried. I was speechless, which is saying something. I saw the House of Lords as well as the House of Commons. I
preferred it here as it was a lot less civilised. We sat on a chair where the speaker’s secretary works. Every MP has a massive pigeonhole, showing
their name and which party they were in. Lights go on when MPs receive their mail. All the lights were off when I visited as it was not an office day. I
visited the House of Lords, where there were lots of ancient pictures and a golden throne. It was clear they were preparing for the Queen’s jubilee
due to the scaffolding everywhere. It was a memorable visit and I highly recommend it to anyone. Luca - Stingray and Penguin Class.

Assessment information
We do try to balance the pressure of formal assessments with relaxing, calming and fun activities. This coming week, prior to the KS2 SATs, Year 6
will enjoy lots of art, drama, UNWIND yoga and mindfulness and sporting lessons. Don’t forget the SATs breakfast invitation from Monday 9th May.
In Year 2, as we move into May, the children will be working on their KS1 SATs assessments. These are scattered over a few weeks in order to
support the children’s well-being.

The children in other year groups will have internal assessments and each year group teacher will inform you when these will be through Class Dojo.
Year 5 will soon have some CATs assessments. These are useful for teachers to share learning information with parents prior to PESE applications
opening. This helps you consider which school type may be best for your child as they transfer into secondary. To further inform this discussion we
are holding a PESE (process for entry to secondary education) workshop on Tuesday 3rd May at 5.30pm in the Year 2 classroom. The date has
been in previous Newsletters. Year 5 and Year 4 parents are invited to inform families about secondary school choices. Mrs Covey and myself will
be running the workshop. If you are unable to attend, the information slides will be uploaded to the website.

Have a lovely weekend

Steph Guthrie
Headteacher



Term 5 Family Homework
As part of our amazing Ambition Personal Development programme, we would like the
children to think about a job, role, or activity that they are interested in exploring when
they grow up. Please can your child create a picture, model, information poster or written
piece to explore careers that they are interested in. This is an important homework task.
These need to be sent into the office by Monday 16th May as they will be displayed at our
Careers Fair.

Books for the School Library
We are so grateful for the donations of books you have been sending into school. These have
enhanced our Accelerated Reader library SO much, and together with the generous donation of
funds from our PTA, Mr Martin has been able to purchase hundreds of new books. We are creating
a well-being area, a creative arts area and building on our ASD friendly library too. If you are still
considering sorting out your child’s books, please do continue to send books into school. (No Disney
thank you)

Careers Fair
Thank you to those parents that have volunteered their services for our Careers Fair on Thursday
19th May, we have many careers represented including: a dog training company, graphic designer
and specialist doctor from a psychiatric hospital. We still need more though! Please come forward
and share the skills and expertise that you have with our aspiring pupils! Any businesses represented
will be advertised in our newsletter. We would love to have some public services represented,if
anyone is available to attend please do speak to Mrs Covey or the office.

Upcoming Sporting Events
Next Tuesday 3rd May, Mr Littleton will be taking the Year 5/6 football team over to More Park
school for a 9 a side football match. We will be taking part in a Change4Life event on Wednesday
18th May, a team of Year 1 and 2 children will he heading over to Eastborough to take part in the
sporting event. This event will challenge the children with a number of different physical, mental and
teamwork activities – how exciting!

Trips and Visits
As you know we are organising many wider curriculum trips and visits for the children.
When using the mini-buses for a trip we are sometimes limited to the number of spaces
available, this will be highlighted on the Parentmail form but please also check with your
Class teacher through Dojo or see the office. Due to GDPR we cannot send out a list of
names who have booked on. Many thanks.

SATs Breakfast
On the week beginning 9th May (SATS week), Stingray class will be invited in early every
morning for a delicious and nutritious breakfast. The children can arrive from 8am and
will be able to enjoy their breakfast with friends and teachers, giving them the
opportunity to relax, smile and feel settled ahead of their day.



Times Table Tip of the Week
Have a look at these timesavers that can support your times tables recall.
A number is even when it can be divided by two without a remainder. 2 divided by 2 is 1
and 10 divided by 2 is 5. All even numbers can be divided by 2. To find out if a number is in
the 2 × table, look at the digit at the end. If a number ends in 0,2,4,6, or 8 it is even and is a
multiple of 2. 1,357,318 is a multiple of 2 because the digit at the end is 8. Multiplying a
number by 2 is the same as doubling it. Double 6 is the same as 6 × 2, which equals 12.

Gardening Club
Every Wednesday lunchtime Mrs Hilton and Mrs Covey will be running a gardening club.
This is available to all pupils and is drop in, on the day. They started weeding the large
flower beds this week and have started a competition between each class to grow the
most potatoes. Each class has a grow bag they are responsible for and will need to decide
how best to make it thrive.

Over the coming term and Term 6 we are aiming to follow the companion planting
method, where you grow plants alongside vegetables. We also have some trees to plant
to enrich our school grounds. They will keep you updated with our crop success!

Book Reviews
You’re a bad Man, Mr Gum! By Andy Stanton
This is a hilariously funny book about the disgusting and miserable Mr Gum, who gets
up to no good causing mayhem in the town of Lamonic Bibber. Fortunately for the
townsfolk, the unlikely detective duo (a little girl called Polly and her friend Friday
O’Leary) manage to solve the crimes and protect the town from his horrible plans and
schemes.

You won’t get many pages in before you are laughing out loud at the mishaps and
mayhems and Andy Stanton’s brilliantly unconventional writing.

The Owl who was afraid of the Dark by Jill Tomlinson
A heart-warming tale of a baby Owl, called Plop, who refuses to go out hunting at
night with his parents because he is scared of the dark. He meets lots of characters
along the way who show him the wonders of the night sky and the fun and adventures
that they enjoy under the stars and help him to face his fears.



Word of the Week – Parliament
To coincide with our journey to become a Rights Respecting Gold School, this week we would
like you to discuss the term ‘Parliament’. What does the word mean to your family? How is it
shown?

Parliament is a council for the discussion of public affairs. It is made of three houses and
checks the work of the Government.

A parliament of owls is a group of owls. It is very rare to see (except in the story Owl Babies!)

Sign of the Week
We would like to encourage all children to practice our ‘sign of the week’ when 
communicating at home and at school.  This week it is ‘Tree’.

Eid al-Fitr
We will be celebrating Eid al-Fitr on Wednesday 5th May, if your child would like to share
celebrations and information as part of our assembly on this, please come and see Mrs
Guthrie.

Uniform
Please can we politely ask that all children are wearing the correct uniform to school. If you are
unsure please do take a look on our website Uniform - Kings Hill (viat.org.uk) A reminder that girls
should be wearing white ankle socks. The PTA have a range of pre-loved uniform but are in need of
summer dresses, if you have any uniform to donate please pop it in the black donations bin by the
office.

There is a named Year 3 blazer missing. Please can you kindly check and return to school if you have
it. Many thanks.

Beyond Bounce Workshops
We have organised for Beyond Bounce to attend school on Friday 6th May for the whole school to
take part in class workshops throughout the day. The PTA will be funding this event so there will be
no cost to parents, however we do require your permission for them to take part. Please ensure you
have completed the permission form on Parentmail or speak to the office.

Pupils should all wear school PE kit to school for the day. Children will need to wear trainers or
plimsolls, have long hair tied back and no loose trousers.

https://www.kingshill.viat.org.uk/2703/uniform


Overview of Key Dates
Term 5 Term 5

2 May Bank Holiday – School Closed All

3 May PESE Ambition Meeting Years 4 & 5

5 May Class Trip to Maidstone Museum Year 3

6 May Beyond Bounce Workshops All

9 May – 12 
May

SATS Week – Children can arrive at 8am for 
Breakfast 

Year 6

12 May PTA Disco All 

17 May Class Trip to Wildwood Year 5

18 May Class Trip to Knole Year 2

19 May Careers Fair 2:30 – 4pm All

20 May Young Adventurers Camp Out at Buckmore 
Park

Year 6

20 May ASD Parent Coffee Morning All

23 May Young Voices KS2

23 May Adult Education Stepping up to Secondary 
Workshop 

Year 6 

24 May Parent RSE update and briefing session –
2:30pm 

Yrs1-6

25 May Spring Concert – 2:30pm Yrs 3, 4 & 5

26 May Dress to Impress All 

26 May Street Party All

26 May End of Term Achievers Assembly Invite Only 

27 May Decades Day All

27 May Last Day of Term All 



% attendance in 
one school year

Number of day 
learning missed

100% 0 days missed

96% 1 week & 2 days 
missed

90% 3 weeks & 4 days 
missed

85% 5 weeks & 3 days 
missed

80% 7 weeks & 3 days 
missed

75% 9 weeks & 1 day 
missed

Attend & Achieve

Pupils with good attendance benefit from: 

• Continuity of learning 
• Maintaining friendships 

If children are not regularly attending school, they cannot learn and evidence shows a 
strong link between attendance and children progressing and reaching their full potential. 
The Educational Welfare Officer defines a child who has 90% attendance or below as a 
persistent absentee.

The winners this week are: 

1st Penguin 99%

Shark 99%

Stingray 99%

4th Dolphin 97%

5th Starfish 96%

Seal 96%

7th Whale 95%

8th Turtle 91%
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