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Dear Parents / Carers
We have now completed our last full week in January and can look forward to an exciting
programme in February. Please do check the calendar of events at the back of each edition of our
newsletter as we use this in order to refresh and to introduce any new dates or activities. In order to
guide you through our National Storytelling week, I hope the attached overview proves a handy
quick guide.
EVENT
Panda class and Y5
Parent Storyshare
Y6 and Y2 Parent
Storyshare
Y5 and Y6 Parent
invitation to Roast
Dinner @ school
Y1 and Y3/4 Parent
Storyshare
Y5/6 Dodgeball
Competition

DATE / TIME
Monday 29 January @
2.30pm
Tuesday 30 January
@2.30pm
Wednesday 31 January
@ 12.15pm

Author Visit

Thursday 1 February

Y6 Class Assembly

Friday 2 February @ 9am

Wednesday 31 January
@ 2.30pm
Wednesday 31 January
@ 3pm – 5pm @ YMCA

DETAILS
Please bring a book to share
with your child
Please bring a book to share
with your child
Please pay through Parentmail
for your child and
accompanying adult
Please bring a book to share
with your child
We are very grateful for your
support in taking the children to
this event
Workshops all day with every
class
Please let us know if you can
attend

Clubs
Please remember that next week is the last week for Class Teacher led clubs. This means that the
following clubs will not run in the last week of term; Badminton, Choir, Film, Book, and Wednesday
Football. Please liaise with your external provider for all other clubs.
I am very pleased to announce that we will soon be launching a Golf Club in association with Kings
Hill Golf Club. We will provide more details in due course.

E Safety
Last week the Children’s Commissioner published a report on the effects of social media on 8-12
year olds. It details research on how children use different social media platforms and the effect on
their wellbeing. It is called “Life in Likes” – I have detailed a link for you as below in case you would
like to read this report in full. Whilst the majority of online sites have an official age restriction of 13
years, research shows that at least three quarters of all 10-12year old have a social media account
the use of which significantly alters with the impact of wider socialisation that Secondary School
brings.
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Childrens-Commissionerfor-England-Life-in-Likes-3.pdf
We fully endorse the Commissioner’s framework for a Digital 5 per day; this supports concerns for
online safety and the opportunities that the internet presents for learning and connecting to others.
We will look forward to welcoming you to school on Safety Internet Day in order to see these
messages in action and for you to be an active part of our work in order to safeguard our children

E Safety Seminar
Thank you to those parents who were able to attend our recent Trust seminar at our sister school at
Leybourne Chase. Mrs Owen has kindly provided a summary of the event;
I wanted to thank you for arranging the recent E-Safety seminar held at Valley Invicta Leybourne
Chase which I attended with a fellow Panda class mummy. It was very informative, easy to follow
and full of guidance to ensure our children, and us parents, are as safe as we can be when using
the internet. It certainly opened my eyes to the potential risk that we face and although my two are
not old enough to be on the internet, there will come a time that they will be so I cannot stay in
denial! The information provided was invaluable and talked about secure sites, led by example, safe
places for usage, how to talk to your children about e-safety, ways to receive a report on your
child's usage, where to go for guidance and more. Most of which I had no idea about, so thank you
once again.
Best regards,
Sally

Parking
I remain very concerned for the safety of all users of our carpark. I would like to urge you to please
only park in allocated bays and to follow the flow of the carpark. We have had a number of reported
“near misses” where cars have reversed without due care, consideration or acknowledgement of
children and families. This has remained a static item on our Parent Forum and we are seeking
ways in which to improve safety with the support of our PCSO and Liberty Estates. If the carpark is
full, you are invited to park at nearby carparks or other legal areas – not Warwick Way – and to
walk the short distance to school. We are considering shutting our gates when the carpark is full in
order to highlight the importance of safety for our children. I would be very grateful for your
continued support in this matter.
Assessment Forum
Thank you to those parents who have offered to support the school in developing how we report the
progress of your child to you. We have our first meeting on Wednesday 31 January @6.30pm.
Minutes from the meeting will be uploaded onto our website.

PTA Update
Our next PTA meeting is on Monday 5 February at 6.30pm at school. Our chair, Kate Lewis will be in
contact in order to arrange the agenda and detail of the meeting. As ever, we are always very grateful
for any amount of time you are able to give to us in order to support fundraising for the school.
Reading Challenge
Congratulations to this week’s winner Year 6 with 100%. This is a fantastic achievement; we are so
proud of the children. Thank you for your support. I am so pleased to see percentage figures creeping
up in most classes; I am sure that Year 1 can do it!

Year 6
Year 5
Year 4
Panda
Year 2
Year 3
Year 1

100%
91%
83%
73%
70%
69%
36%

Attendance

This week’s attendance is 95.8% and our year to date attendance is 96%. Congratulations to Year 4
with a terrific 100%. They are now the proud owners of Attendance Ted.
I would like to remind all parents that I am not permitted to authorise holidays during term time; should
a parent choose not to follow this then the absence will be recorded as unauthorised sessions.

Pupil Successes




Martin in year two for achieving his 20m swimming badge.
Amelie Masson in Panda Class for achieving her 50m Swimming Award
Sophie Owen in Panda Class for achieving her Learn to Swim 1

Penguins
This week
In English, we have been reading Bringing the Rain to Kapiti Plain. This week, we have been
working together to create a stop animation film of the poem. This involved moving pictures and
taking photographs and recording our reading.
In Maths, KS2 have been learning their 4 times table and developing reasoning skills. KS1 have
been practising addition and subtraction to 30, including word problems.
We have also been developing our understanding of rhythm and performing as part of an ensemble
using un-tuned percussion.
To improve hand strength and fine motor skills, we have used our new game, Feed the Dog which
involves using tweezers to feed bones to the dog.
How can you help at home?
It would be helpful to continue to practise recall of the 4 times table.

Panda Class
The wonderful alien pictures that Panda Class drew at home were the catalyst for much discussion
this week and the children have really engaged with our space topic in their play. During PE we met
aliens and walked like astronauts in space which everyone seemed to thoroughly enjoy. In Maths
we have continued our work looking at the properties of shape and introducing mathematical
language to describe shapes. We are now beginning to explore the concept of ‘money’, coin
recognition and their values. In literacy the children have been working extremely hard on
segmenting and blending their sounds for reading and writing and have enjoyed the book
‘Whatever Next!’ Using this lovely book, we identified the key elements and structure of a story. We
also continued our experiences with non-fiction books on space. On Thursday we listened to
bagpipes, talked about the Haggis and discussed the life and poetry of Robert Burns.
Books we have enjoyed this week.

How can you help at home?
Look for three dimensional shapes in the environment. Can our Pandas recognise a cube, a
sphere, a pyramid or a cuboid?

Wellbeing and Mindfulness in Panda Class.

Buddy Reading

Year 1
What a week! We have done so much learning! In Maths we have started to look at additions. We
carried out an investigation with ladybirds. Our aim was to make a certain number according to the
dots on their wings. We use cubes, drawing and numbers to help us. In English, we changed some
part of the story Hansel and Gretel to add a twist to it. We also made some gingerbread houses with
plasticine which we described using powerful adjectives.

Finally, we named parts of a plant to understand how they grow.
How can you help at home?
To support your child at home, encourage your child to re-tell traditional tales using their own words.
Can they change a few things, for example the 3 little pigs could be the 3 little wolves! When you go
to the park, you could talk about plants and trees and discuss similarities and differences.

Year 2
This week in year 2 we have been writing our 500 word stories. The children have all been very
enthusiastic about these and have developed some wonderful ideas.
In PE, we have been practising controlled jumps, as well as rolls including: log and teddy bear roll. I
was really impressed with how well the children persevered with these tasks as some of them found
them incredibly difficult. Well done year 2!
We also had a very special visitor into the class on Thursday. Thank you to Mrs Guard for coming in
and answering the children’s questions about her baby and how it differs from them
developmentally. The children were all very sensible.
How can you help at home?
Discuss with your child the different stages of development which we have been learning about in
Science

Year 3/4
In English this week we have worked hard with our editing partner in order to polish our 500 word story. It has
been fantastic to see such vivid imaginations! We will be publishing our final draft before we move onto
consider poetry for the next two weeks of term.
Doubling, halving and applying this to everyday contexts has been our focus in Maths. The children loved
working on an Archimedes Mobile Challenge which required great reasoning skills. We enjoyed learning about
Archimedes as well.
In Human Studies we have explored the Magna Carta and have started to create our own charter.

In Art we learned about the proportions of face and hair and how to consider these when creating a
self-portrait. We chose our own materials to create this; pastels, watercolours, paint or pencil work.
The results are terrific!
How can you help at home?
Ask your child why King John was an important part of our British History. What two adjectives would you use
to describe him?

Year 5
This week we have been carrying on with our topic of World War Two in both History and English.
As a class we have been thinking about how the main character of ‘The Little Ships’ felt when she
was part of the evacuation at Dunkirk. We have each been writing emotive letters describing this
experience. In Maths this week we have started our new topic of fractions. Whilst in RE this week
we have looked at the Sikh story of “The Milk and Jasmine Flower’ we then have made our own
bowls and reflected on what we should make more room for in our lives.
How can you help at home?
To think about the properties of materials at home. Ask the children why they think the properties of
certain material makes them appropriate for specific furniture or objects around the home.

Year 6
This week in Maths Year 6 have been looking at converting units of measurement. We have used
what we know about metric measurements and applied these to multi-step problems. We have also
challenged ourselves by converting between metric and imperial units! In English we have
developed our skills of inference and using the PEE chain, as well as planning and writing our own
version of the poem The Door.
In Science, we conducted an investigation into which material makes the best insulator and thought
about how we would improve the investigation and keep it a fair test. During our Computing lesson
we have begun to look at spreadsheets and the pupils have been creating exploring probability
through dice rolls and formulae. We have also launched our new topic for Human Studies; China.
We have begun by examining a picture of the terracotta army and now have a bank of questions we
would like to answer during our learning.
How can you help at home?
Encourage your child to convert between different units of metric measurements at home. If you
have to travel 2.5km to school, how many metres is this?

Term 3
29 January w/c
29 January w/c
29 January
30 January
31 January
31 January
31 January
31 January
1 February
5 February
5 February
6 February
6 February
7 February
7 February
7 February

All Years
All Years
Panda & Y5
Year 2 & 6
Year 5 & 6
Year 5 & 6
Year 1,3&4
Parents
All Years
Year 6
Parents
All Years
All Years
Year 5&6
Invite only
Year 1 & 2

8 February
8 February
9 February
9 February
9 February

All Years
Key Stage 1
Year 1&2
Key Stage 2
All Years

National Story telling week
Last week of teacher led clubs
Parent Storyshare @ 2.30pm
Parent Storyshare @ 2.30om
Regional Dodgeball Competition
Parent Roast Dinner Day
Parent Storyshare @2.30pm
Assesment Forum @6.30pm
Author Visit; Helen Dennis
Wasted! Year 6 Drugs Workshop
PTA Meeting @ 6.30pm
Safer Internet Day
Second Hand Uniform Sale
Visit to Valley Park – Matinee School of Rock @10am
Governors Meeting @ 5.45
Kent Games Gymnastic Competition@ Aylesford Sports
College
Celebration Assembly @ 9am – by Invitation
Pupil Led Review Conference @2pm
Theatre trip to Orchard Theatre; Awful Auntie
Pupil Led Review Conference @2pm
Last day of term 3.20pm

Term 4
19 February 2018 All years

Term 4 Begins

