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Dear Parents / Carers 
A huge thank you to Nicola Hall, Jo Masson and the whole PTA team, who put on a fantastic Late Summer Fair for us all last night. The stalls were so
creative, and the happy atmosphere was enhanced by the wonderful Caribbean food and Petting Zoo!
You all helped raise an amazing £1019.37.

This will go towards a huge variety of additional resources to support learning and enjoyment for every child. We hope to buy visualisers for classes,
outdoor sand and water play equipment, reading corner stories, new nets and more balls, recordable devices and talking tins, electricity circuit-making
resources, thesauruses, seeds and sensory equipment. Thank you everyone!

Next Wednesday there will be an opportunity to come and meet your child’s teacher in class after school. This short and informal visit will enable you
to see how they are settling and see the classroom. There will be a Family learning Conference Day (Parent Consultations) in the week of the 15th

November to discuss learning for your child. We are trying to pack in lots of visits and workshops for the children in the next few months. As you know,
we do try to give you lots of notice for events but sometimes we get an opportunity at short notice. Thank you for your understanding and support
when this occurs!

Our first Governing Body meeting was held this week, and we welcome our new Chair Mrs Susan Anderson, who has written a piece for this newsletter
to share her vision and ideas for school development. As part of our focus on reading and confident talking, the SVLT are already hard at work
gathering ideas for a motivating new Reading Challenge and Reward System. They look forward to sharing this with you in the next Newsletter.

I think you will remember that we sadly lost our baby Grandson Oscar in October 2019. To mark his Birthday my son Finn is raising money for a new
Cold Cot for the Abigail’s centre at Medway hospital through ‘GoFundMe’, I thought you would not mind me sharing in case you wanted to contribute to
this good cause. Fundraiser by Finn Guthrie : New ColdCot for Oscars second birthday (gofundme.com)

Thank you and have a happy weekend with your nearest and dearest.

Steph Guthrie
Headteacher



Showcase Supper
Please come along to our Showcase Supper on Thursday 14th October. This free event
will give you an opportunity to walk the school, listen to the new school choir and to
sample the range of dishes available to the children in the winter menu and will cater
for vegetarians and vegans. Please ensure you sign up on Parentmail to let us know
how many will be attending.

Macmillan Coffee Morning
Thank you to everyone who attended this morning. It was lovely to invite parents back
into school and share some tea and cake! Thank you for your kind donations, we raised
a fantastic £297 for Macmillan Cancer Support.

Young Voices
We are pleased to be attending Young Voices again this school year. We have a limited
number of seats for children available and a Parentmail form has gone out to all Year 5
& 6 to start with. If we have any places available we will go out to the rest of KS2. We
are really keen for as many children to take part as this is a great experience for the
children to be part of and one that they often recall as their favourite memory of school
trips.

Chair of Governors Update
I hope everyone has now settled well into Term 1 and is enjoying the late burst of lovely
weather we’ve been having.

The Board of Governor’s had our first meeting of this school year on Wednesday, and we
were delighted to meet with the staff and hear about the exciting things planned for this
academic year and were equally delighted to see the beautiful work the children have
displayed around the school. As chair (and a parent) I would like to ask for your support with
an issue affecting staff and parents alike please and that is parking. We are lucky to have
access to a car park at school, and we would like to please ask you to park only within
parking bays (1 bay per car) and leave the car park as quickly as possible once your have
dropped off/collected your child/children. We would also ask that you do not park where
you are causing an obstruction/inconvenience to others particularly given the current
roadworks.

The board would like to say a huge well done to the PTA, and everyone involved; in
the wonderful late summer fair this week - it was lovely to see the whole school community
together again, and I’m sure lots of money was raised to support our school.

I look forward to seeing you all around school, and at our next event The Showcase Supper
next month

Susan



Meet the Teacher Event
Parents are invited to come along to their child’s class on Wednesday 29th September
at the end of the school day. You will be able to take a look at the classroom and have
and meet with the Class Teacher. This is an informal chat and opportunity to see their
classrooms, your child’s learning progress will be discussed at our FLC meetings next
term.

Year 6 Residential Trip
We are pleased to be taking our Year 6 pupils to Kingswood next summer. A reminder
that if your child would like to attend the £50 deposit is due by Friday 1st October via
Parentmail.

Ceramics Workshop
Some students from Penguin Class attended Valley Park School last Friday to take part in a
ceramics workshop, sculpting Penguins! Valley Park will be getting them fired and glazed
and we look forward to receiving the finished penguins to have on display in school!

World Mental Health Day – Wear Yellow
We want to see a world where no young person feels alone with their mental health.
#HelloYellow on Friday 8th October is an opportunity to show every young person at our
school that they’re not alone, that they are valued, and they matter. We would like to
invite all children to come to school dressed in something yellow, this should replace that
item of uniform, for example a yellow jumper with normal school uniform. We will be
asking for a donation of £2 to go to Young Minds.

Achievements Outside of School
Please do continue to share photographs of any achievements outside of school. These
get printed an added to our achievement tree in the Library.

Reading Tip of the Week
Encourage your child to read a different genre of book or books by a different author. Try
reading the first few pages to them and then leaving them to be intrigued by what is
going to happen next. You might have to do this with different books to grab their
attention!

Sign of the Week
We would like to encourage all children to practice our ‘sign of the
week’ when communicating at home and at school. This week it is
‘Cake’.



Overview of Key Dates Term Dates
Autumn Term - Term 1
Friday 22 October 2021 End of Term 1
Monday 25 – Friday 29 October 2021 Half Term

Autumn Term – Term 2
Monday 1 November 2021 Staff Development Day
Tuesday 2 November 2021 Staff Development Day
Wednesday 3 November 2021 Start of Term 2
Friday 17 December 2021 End of Term 2
Monday 20 December 2021 – Monday 3 January 2022 Christmas Holidays

Spring Term – Term 3
Tuesday 4 January 2022 Staff Development Day
Wednesday 5 January 2022 Start of Term 3
Friday 11 February 2022 End of Term 3
Monday 14 – Friday 18 February 2022 Half Term

Spring Term – Term 4
Monday 21 February 2022 Staff Development Day
Tuesday 22 February 2022 Start of Term 4
Thursday 31 March 2022 End of Term 4
Friday 1 April 2022 Staff Development Day
Monday 4 April 2022 – Monday 18 April 2022 Easter Holidays

Summer Term – Term 5
Monday 18 April 2022 Easter Monday Bank Holiday
Tuesday 19 April 2022 Start of Term 5
Monday 2 May 2022 Bank Holiday
Friday 27 May 2022 End of Term 5
Monday 30 May 2022 – Friday 3 June 2022 Half Term

Summer Term – Term 6
Monday 6 June 2022 Start of Term 6
Friday 17 June 2022 Staff Development Day
Friday 15 July 2022 End of Term 6

Term 1 

28 September New Year R 2022 Parent Tour 9:30am New parents

29 September Remarkable Writing Day All 

29 September Meet the Teacher Event All

30 September Class Trip to Samphire Hoe Year 4

30 September Composition Workshop Years 5 & 6

6 October 1 Harvest Assembly Years 1 & 2

6 October Stay & Play Event 10am Year R

7 October  New Year R 2022 Parent Tour 9:30am New parents

8 October Mental Health Day - Wear Yellow to School for Young 
Minds

All 

14 October Space Workshop Year 1 & 2

14 October Whole School Showcase Supper All

14 October Restart a Heart Workshop Year 6

19 October New Year R 2022 Parent Tour 9:00am New parents 

21 October Kent Test Results to Parents Year 6

22 October Flu Immunisations All




