
Horsepower News

16th June 2022



Dear Parents / Carers 
What a scorcher! We have had some beautiful weather this week. Thank you for applying sun cream on your children, sending them in with a hat
and plenty of water. It has been needed!

Firstly, I would like to apologise but there was an error in the last Newsletter. Mrs Kiffin is very much remaining part of the support team, working in
the SRP and in EYFS from September.

This week we have welcomed the new Year R pupils into school for the first of our transition events. All pupils will have several opportunities to
meet new teachers and complete some transition tasks. Parents are invited to meet the new teachers for your child on Monday 11th July straight
after school.

As you know, this year we have been focusing on reading both at home and at school. Our Reading Reward project has boosted motivation and
attention in the classroom, alongside significant improvements in wellbeing, and increased empathy, and feelings of confidence and self-worth. The
impact has been life-affirming. Do read the following comments by some pupils:

“The Reading Reward system has very good prizes and therefore encourages us to read more than we would usually.”  Luca
“I really like the AR system, it is an amazing system, and helps you know where you are and how to move from a lower section to a higher level.” 

Simone.
“I like that we have a large library with a wide selection of books.”  Ella 

“Reading makes me happy and helps me learn.” Leo
“Reading encourages you to try something new.” Luke

“I really love how our school library has such a wide selection of books. These ensure everybody have a book to love.” Jasmine

Reading unlocks a world of new possibilities for children, and libraries are a key part of this story. This year sees another Summer Reading Quest
held at all libraries across Kent. You can pick up information booklets, achieve stickers, pin badges and other prizes for your child over the summer.
Do head along to your nearest library to take part and encourage all our children to become reading masters.

This week we are holding money management workshops for some of the children in school. These have been arranged through the Adam and
Bowles organisation, who are helping pupils understand the importance of saving, budgeting and the difference between needs and wants. With all
of us using cards so readily, most children no longer experience handling money. Do take the opportunity to encourage your child to pay for things
over the summer, handle change and in particularly learn to consider the rising costs of living in an age and stage appropriate manner.

Have a lovely weekend.
Steph Guthrie
Headteacher



Times Table Tip of the Week
Useful items to help your child with times tables at home include:

A stack of coins – at least a dozen each of 1p, 5p and 10p, and preferably two dozen 2p, will let
you make up a full set of tables to 12x12.

A pack of cards – take out the aces and Kings, count Jack as 11 and Queen as 12, and you can
practise the full range of tables by dealing your child two cards and asking them to multiply them.

A pack of blank cards (make them out of cardboard or paper) These are infinitely versatile. You
can write down whatever items your child has problems with and make Pelmanism sets with
questions and answers. Write the questions and answers on different cards. Shuffle and turn the
cards face down. The child has to turn over a card, then turn over the matching card.

Book Reviews
The Paper Bag Princess
This story is a twist on traditional fairy tales. The Princess is a little bit sneaky but a 
brave hero. She tricks the gullible dragon, but does she and the prince lives happily 
ever after?

Monkey Puzzle, Julia Donaldson
This lovely book is the tale of a young monkey who has lost his mummy. A friendly 
butterfly tries to help him find her, meeting lots of interestingly different creatures 
along the way. This was my family’s favourite book, being read at nearly every 
bedtime!

Warm Weather
With more sunny days hopefully on the horizon please can we remind parents to ensure children
have a named sun hat and have sun cream on, especially as we have limited shade outside.

Word of the Week – Indispensable
To continue our work as a Rights Respecting Gold School, this week we would like you to discuss the
term ‘indispensable’. What does the word mean to your family? How is it shown?

This means: absolutely necessary.

Money Management Workshops
As part of our Personal Development & PSHE curriculum Year 2 and Year 6 both had a ‘money
management’ workshop this week, exploring the importance of saving money and not wasting it,
as well as discussing what is meant by needs/wants. Year 6 were given an enterprise challenge and
had to use their mathematical skills to make the greatest profit in their workshop. They discussed
what was meant by cost price, retail price, and price margins. Thank you to Adam & Bowles for this
opportunity!



Overview of Key Dates
Term 6 Term 6

27 June – 1 July Residential Trip to Kingswood Year 6

29 June Class Trip to Canterbury Cathedral Year 4

30 June Class Trip to Kent Life Year R

30 June Blazer Fitting for New Year 3 – 3:30pm Year 2

5 July Hazlitt Theatre Workshop Day Year 4

5 July Transition Day All 

6 July Piano Assembly in the Hub Invite Only 

6 July Parent Lunch Year 6

7 July Secondary School Transition Day Year 6

8 July Hillfest – Tonbridge Castle Yrs 3,4&5

8 July Reports out to Parents All

11 July Meet the Teacher Event – after school All 

11 July Year 6 Performance – 2pm Year 6

12 July Sports Day All

12 July PTA Event All

13 July Year 6 Performance – 6pm Year 6

14 July End of Year Achievers Assembly – 2:30pm Invite Only

15 July Leavers Service – 9am Year 6

15 July Last Day of Term All 



% attendance in 
one school year

Number of day 
learning missed

100% 0 days missed

96% 1 week & 2 days 
missed

90% 3 weeks & 4 days 
missed

85% 5 weeks & 3 days 
missed

80% 7 weeks & 3 days 
missed

75% 9 weeks & 1 day 
missed

Attend & Achieve

Pupils with good attendance benefit from: 

• Continuity of learning 
• Maintaining friendships 

If children are not regularly attending school, they cannot learn and evidence shows a 
strong link between attendance and children progressing and reaching their full potential. 
The Educational Welfare Officer defines a child who has 90% attendance or below as a 
persistent absentee.

The winners this week are: 

1st Whale 98%

Dolphin 98%

2nd Shark 97%

3rd Seal 96%

4th Stingray 94%

5th Turtle 93%

6th Penguin 89%

7th Starfish 87%
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