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Welcoming
to Everyone.
Learning is central.
Communication is consistent.
Outstanding is our constant goal.
Experiences are Memorable.
We are Equal.
We are

Dear Parents / Carers,
This week we have welcomed magistrates, new families, and the local nursery in to school.
We now have an active twitter feed - do follow us, and we are developing our website further to provide
you with really useful information to help support your children at home.

Family Learning Conference (FLC) change of date!!

The next FLC has had to change. It is now arranged for Thursday 14th March 2019. Thank you!

How to support your child with English workshop for KS2
Thank you to Miss Linnane for her excellent workshop this week. Information can be found on the school
website. We are considering offering tea-time workshops in the New Year in order to reach working
families, if the need is there. We will be asking for your opinion leading up to future events. Please check
dates for the year to see when these are planned.

Excellent Early Years
A big thank you to Mrs Ambrose, Mrs Wood and all the EYFS Team at the Kings Hill Nursery, who brought
our youngest community together this week. I was so impressed to see how nurturing our Reception
children were through collaborative play. The lovely chattering and encouragement was super, and a
definite highlight was making cookies together! We look forward to welcoming the nursery children to our
EYFS Nativity soon.

Magistrates
Year 6 had the opportunity to learn about the justice system this week. A local team of magistrates
brought a mock trial into the class, following their previous successful visit. The children took it very
seriously when a judgement had to be made and found the defendants GUILTY of a shop-lifting charge!
Do look on our website at the Year 6 page, and on our Twitter Feed for photos.

Basketball
Our basketball team took part in their first fixture this coming week. We wish them all the luck, and really
look forward to many more sporting opportunities for the children in Term 3 & 4.

Prize Draw
Children who have, and do read 5 x a week in Term 2 will be entered into a prize draw. The more times
the children read, the more tickets they will have entered. 1 x ticket for every week they have read 5 x. An
excellent prize will be arranged for the winning children at the end of term.

5 x Reading
Thank you! We are assessing children’s reading ages and reading engagement next week, so we know
that you support with reading will have helped them make great gains in confidence and enjoyment.
As you can see, over the weeks there is an excellent increase in participation.
Please remember to sign your child’s record when they:
Share a story with you or another family member, read for themselves or listen to a story and ask
and answer questions about it.
Starfish
Sharks
Whales
Seals
Turtles
Dolphins
Stingray

1st November
32
76
37
30
38
60
47

9th November
60
83
43
62
63
73
65

16h November
64
83
51
83
44
85
75

23rd November
72
97
46
83
75
87
50

A parent has shared an alternative and lovely idea for a prize for Term 2. This will replace the wear what
you like prize.

Playground Markings
The TED team have interviewed three contractors now, and chosen Uniplay as the preferred company.
This was due to:
 Kindness
 Clear ideas and showing us exactly what we could have for our money.
 Using technology to show us an Ariel view of the playground and what our markings would look
like.
 Value for money and competitive price.
We are hoping to arrange installation for the Christmas holiday.

Fire Safety
Following the tragic fire in the local area, it is even more important to support children and families with fire
safety. The PTA have arranged a collection for the family involved at the Christmas Fair on 4th
December. Please do give what you can.
The fire safety officers will bring an engine in to school on Wednesday. Years R, 1 and 2 will have an
outdoor lesson in addition to the assembly.

Well-being!
To build on our work on well-being and taking on the hugely positive impact of the Project Salus work, we
are launching Well-being Wednesdays. During this afternoon, children can go to Penguin Class to take
part in a variety of well-being activities. They may ask to go, or be chosen by teachers or families. We
believe that this extra support will give the nurture that children can benefit from.
In addition, we are also creating a We Choose Respect slogan for posters around the school. Our
assemblies have been focusing on ensuring children are confident to share anything they are worried
about, and making sure there are explicit opportunities for this. Look out for the posters around the school
that the children have designed - coming soon.

Valley Invicta Cultural Festival
Year 4 children are travelling to Invicta Grammar School on Monday to represent our school at the VIAT
Cultural Festival. This exciting opportunity will enable the children to discuss the heritage of pupils
represented across the Trust, and we are using information from your fantastic family trees to share.
We look forward to sharing reflections on the event with you.

Year 5 visit to Rochester
To launch our next exciting English text for Year 5, we are taking the children to Rochester on Thursday
13th December. The children will experience the inspiration for Dickens’ life and writing through first-hand
experiences. We know that they will love it!

Year 6 local visit
In order to complete the Year 6 focus on an experience of war, Stingrays will be exploring the local area,
also on Thursday 13th December. The children will get the opportunity to see how the former aerodrome
was used, visit local sites of interest and also help Liberty plan the South East in Bloom planting
arrangements for 2019.

Our Creative Christmas
Thank you so much for your donations and offers of support for our Christmas events. We would still love:
Stars
* A big shining central star
* Cut outs of a donkey, sheep and a cow
* A bush and a tree that stand
* Lots of stars that can be hung around the stage area.

PTA and the Christmas Fair 4th December
Thank you to the PTA for their continued hard work and support in fundraising
for the children, and helping prepare for our exciting Christmas Fair coming up.
Please see the second PTA Newsletter, on the website, coming home in book
bags, and in the notice board. Details to highlight are:
Volunteers for the Fair
If you can help collect and sort donations or help on the
day. Please contact Mrs Hall or Mrs Masson through the
school office or via their contact details on the Newsletter.
PTA Logo Competition
The children are being encouraged to create a PTA logo for the Newsletters and other fundraising events.
Can you create a bright and eye-catching logo that represents our WELCOME
school culture.
Please do enter this competition for a lovely prize of a
£30 Smiggle gift token!!
Entries can be brought to the office, or posted in the entrance.
Thanks again to Empire Lifts and ERP Partners for their support for the Fair. They have generously
donated £650 to help support the Fair.
Christmas comics
Some very creative boys in Year 3 are creating a comic for sale at the Fair. Please do support them by
purchasing one!

Car Parking
There has been a reduction in incidents this week. Thank you! I continue to urge you to consider others,
and to follow the parking rules.

Car Parking Rules!!!
Only park in a designated bay, even if late.
Only park within a designated bay.
Only park in a disabled bay if you or your child require this space.
Only drive at 5 miles an hour approaching the school and within the school.
As you know the Trust are planning to close the car park within this school year.
If these rules are not adhered to, the car park will be closed early.
I am in discussion with Play 4 Ages about drop off arrangements if you have to leave earlier when
the car park is closed. Thank you.

Christmas events
Please see details on the dates for the year, but to highlight for your diary:
Week 26th November
4th December
5th December
6th December
8th December
11th December
12th December
13th December
18th December
19th December

Assessments and Enterprise Week
Christmas Fair
Whole School writing – The Bear and the Hare
Whole School Panto – Cinderella performed by Valley Park Students
4:45pm Community Carols featuring our School Choir
Christmas Lunch for Children – Wear your own Christmas outfit
Year R & Year 1 Nativity
PJ’s & Popcorn PTA events for Children
Years 2 & 3 Christmas Concert
Achievers Assembly and Last Day of Term.

Spring Term Projects – EXPLORE
Let’s Reduce, Re-cycle and Re-use together!
Following the Christmas break, the whole school will turn their attention to world issues in their learning.
We will be asking each year group to reflect on all that they have, and their responsibility as world citizens
to make a difference. Here is what they are doing, and how you can help…
EYFS
Starfish

The Shoebox Appeal
The children will make real boxes using
woodwork skills and fill these with items
to donate to the Shoebox Appeal charity.

KS1
Sharks and Whales

Reduce Plastic Waste
The children will collect data about
plastic waste at home and in school, and
will work with families to try and help
reduce our use of plastics.
We are organising a huge art project to
create a massive sea creature in the KS1
corridor to mark our commitment to lifelong change!
Recycled Fashion Show
These children will be finding out all
about the fashion industry, and
demonstrating how stunning garments
can be designed and worn from clothing
we already have!
We have a link with Sue Ryder and Stella
McCartney, so we are hoping to make
use of these links in creating a stunning
fashion show at Invicta Grammar School
for you to attend.
The Refugee Crisis
These children will be finding out about
the real experience of displaced families
and the impact of children’s lives through
stories and diaries from children around
the world. We will be asking our children
to reflect on how they would construct
housing and a school using very little
material and carry out lessons in this
space. We are looking forward to
working with various charities.

Lower KS2
Seals and Turtles

Upper KS2
Dolphins and
Stingrays

Please can you consider saving
unwanted toys and Christmas gifts
as items for the boxes. Starfish
children are going to hold a Bring
and Buy sale in January to raise
money to purchase balsa wood for
their boxes.
Please consider how you can
reduce the use of plastics this
Christmas.
Help the children measure our
recycling and consider giving reuseable gifts such as coffee cups
and paper straws as gifts.
Please consider your purchase of
new clothes this Christmas.
Do save clothing that you think the
children may be able to use in new
designs for the show in Term 4.
If you have any talents in design or
sewing, we’d love to hear from you!

Please do take time to talk to your
child about the experience of
children who have so much less
than they do.
We will be asking for tarpaulin,
poles, material and duck-tape to
help with our learning.
If you have links with any refugee
charities please let us know.

Christmas Lunch
Flyers were sent home this week regarding the Christmas Lunch, if your child would like the lunch please
return the slip to the office by Friday 30th November to ensure the kitchen have adequate time to order
supplies. Thank you.

Dates for the year
Please see diary dates below. Additional dates will be added through the term, so please see this each
week. Don’t forget to check these dates for the exciting Christmas events planned.
Have a good week and see you all on Monday.
Best wishes,
Steph Guthrie
Headteacher
Twitter: @VIPSKingshill

LinkedIn:
Valley Invicta
Primary School at Kings Hill

Achievement Awards Assembly
Look at our successful superstars this week!
Week beginning: 19th November 2018

Children

Success Award
For a child who needs identifying for
achievement and effort over the week.

Sharks – Matthew
Whales – Riley
Seals – Mia
Turtles – Lorretta
Dolphins – Ewan
Stingrays – Liam

Mathematician of the week Achievement Award
For a child who needs identifying for effort and
achievement in maths (including mathletics)

Sharks – Alice
Whales – Summer
Seals – Bella
Turtles – Finlay
Dolphins – Reg
Stingrays – Terence

Writer of the week Achievement Award
For a child who needs identifying for effort and
achievement in writing (including presentation)

Sharks – Paige
Whales – Liam
Seals – Francesca
Turtles – Ella
Dolphins – Anahita
Stingrays – Emmerson

SMART Award
For a child who represents the school well, and
has the correct uniform

Sharks – Evie
Whales – Theo
Seals – Alex
Turtles – Maya
Dolphins – Samir
Stingrays – Aizah

READY RESPECTFUL SAFE AWARD
For a child with the most awards, or most
significant achievement

Sharks – Alice
Whales – Ethan
Seals – Rufaro
Turtles – Maksim
Dolphins – Ayahna
Stingrays – Hannah

Dojo Award
The child with the most Dojos.

Starfish – Harper
Sharks – Naomi
Whales – Amia
Seal – Yasmine
Turtles – Ella
Stingrays – James

Reading Percentages for the week
Starfish

72%

Sharks

97%

Whales

46%

Seals

83%

Turtles

75%

Dolphins

87%

Stingrays

50%

Valley Invicta Primary at Kings Hill
An overview of the key dates for the Year 2018-2019
(Other dates will be added)

Term 2
19 November
21 November
26 November
28 November
4 December
6 December
8 December
11 December
12 December
13 December
17 December
18 December
19 December

2.30pm Parent workshop supporting your child with English
Kings Hill Pre School in to visit EYFS
Cultural Festival
Kent Fire and Rescue Visiting School
3.30pm – 6.00pm Christmas Fair
Whole School Pantomime
Community Carols in Kings Hill
Christmas Lunch
9.00am and 2pm EYFS and Year 1 Nativity
PTA Popcorn and PJ’s Event
Secret Reader Session
9am and 2.30pm Year 2 & Year 3
Christmas Concert
2.30pm Invited families Achievers of the term assembly

EYFS
EYFS & KS1
All
All
Choir
All
EYFS/Year 1
All
All
Year 2&3
Invitation only

Term 3
21 January
24 January
5 February
1 February
7 February
14 February

2.30pm Parent workshop supporting your child with Maths
9.00am Year 4 Class assembly
KS2 Young Voices Singing concert at the O2
3.30pm Whole School Cake Sale
(Year 2 families to kindly provide cakes)
2.30pm Invited families Achievers of the term assembly
Secret Reader Session

All
Year 4
Kings Hill Choir
Invitation only
All

Term 4
25 February
1 March
13 March
21 March
25 March
27 March
29 March
3 April
4 April
4 April

Staff Development day School Closed
3.30pm-4.30pm Whole School Cake Sale
(Year 3 families to kindly provide cakes)
2pm-7pm Family Learning Conference. Opportunity to see
teachers with/out your child Spring Art exhibition
9.00am Year 3 Class assembly
2.30pm Parent workshop supporting your child with English
1.45pm Year 4 & Year 5 Spring concert
3.30pm Whole School Cake Sale
(Year 4 families to kindly provide cakes)
Secret Reader Session
9.00am EYFS and Year 1 Family Easter Egg Hunt followed by
Parent workshop supporting phonics at home
2.30pm Invited families
Achievers of the term assembly

All
All
Year 3
All
Year 4&5
All
All
EYFS/Year 1
Invitation only

Term 5
26 April
29 Apr – 31 May
1 May
13 – 16 May
22 May
22 May
23 May

3.30pm Whole School Cake Sale
(Year 5 families to kindly provide cakes)
KS1 SATS month
2pm-3pm Key stage 2 Maths Heat hosting
KS2 SATS week
Secret Reader Session
9.00am Year 1 Class assembly
2.30pm Invited families
Achievers of the term assembly

KS1
KS2
All
Year 1
Invitation only

Term 6
3 June
10 – 14 June

1 July
1 – 5 July
8 - 12 July

Staff Development day School Closed
Year 1 Phonics Screen Week
Year 2 Phonics screen re-takes
9.00am EYFS Class assembly
9.30am New Parent Welcome events
9.30am start – ALL day Sports Day
Summer Carnival and family picnic
Open afternoon to see books / reports
3.30pm Whole School Cake Sale
Competition winners Year group who raised the most money
Reports out to parents
Year 6 Residential to Allnatt Centre Swanage
Sports week

All
Year 6
All

9 July

Secret Reader session

All

10 July
11 July
15 July
16 July
19 July

2.00pm Year 6 Performance
6.30pm Year 6 Performance
3.30pm Meet your child’s new teachers for September 2019
2.30pm Invited families Achievers of the term assembly
9.00am End of Year Family Assembly

Year 6
Year 6

20 June
25 June & 2 July
26 June
28 June

All
EYFS
All

Invitation only

