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Dear Parents / Carers 
It has been a packed Term 1, and we are so proud of your children and how much they have achieved in such a short time! This week I have
observed some excellent teaching. In Year 6, the children worked at pace to produce observational drawings using their dominant and non-
dominant hands. Rufaro and William demonstrated such concentration and could communicate the process so eloquently. Due to their outstanding
behaviour and effort in books, Year 3 were chosen to hold a celebration event with the Year R children on Thursday. Seal Class discussed starting
school experiences, capturing thoughts and feelings on speech bubbles. The feedback from our new children was overwhelmingly positive.
There have been some powerful Climate Action messages on the brilliant posters coming into school. We are delighted to announce that Kings Hill is
to host Tom Tugendhat MP and Mrs Bray from Oxfam on Wednesday 10th November. They will join our campaign event and talk about
sustainability. Year 4 have produced some incredible poetry and will be reciting their work during the day. We really encourage you to discuss COP
26 and Earthshot with your child. See links below.

Unfortunately, parking is a crisis issue at drop-off and pick up. As your Parent Reps will have shared, we are not able to increase parking space or
change arrangements to a drop off system on site due to the lack of parent support to manage this safely. As we continue to grow as a community,
I do urge you to walk or park off-site. It is absolutely NOT acceptable to park on the road or curbs opposite the school. This is unsafe and stops new
residents getting to work and causes more traffic congestion. I know you understand that staff roles are not to police the carpark and local
roadways. We are relying on respectful and safe practice. Please do park considerately. Liberty and Kent Highways are going to be monitoring this
situation. If you child walks home alone or with friends, please remind them about safe and sensible behaviour, especially in local carparks as it
becomes dark.

Penguin Class said a fond farewell to Miss Orlando, who is leaving the school to follow her ambition to work in business and marketing. We wish her
luck and best wishes as she moves on, she has had a positive impact on so many children in her time with us. Mrs Smith starts her maternity leave
this week, and we wish her a happy time with her new baby. Everyone is looking forward to meeting the next new addition to the school family!
We have successfully appointed to the SRP Team and look forward to sharing details about this very soon.

As you will be aware, we have had quite a lot of sickness across the school community, and I would like to thank our amazing staff for working
together to manage this to enable minimal impact on the children. Do contact the school office if your child is self-isolating in order to get home
learning emailed to you. We look forward to an exciting term to come, starting on Wednesday 3rd November.

Have a safe and happy half-term.
Steph Guthrie
Headteacher



Spot Light on Early Reading
This term the children in Starfish, Sharks and Whales have been accessing the Read Write Inc phonics and reading programme at the level which is appropriate to them. These lessons happen every morning and
have a clear reading focus alongside giving children opportunities to practise their writing skills. In Starfish the children are introduced to all the individual letter sounds as well as learning the rhyme and little
story which goes with each letter sound. They have opportunities to write these letters, recognise them on their own and within words as well as reading them in short words such as pat and tin. These letters
are not taught in alphabetical order but in an order which allows many short words to be formed and read. The children have been introduced to their new friend ‘Fred the Frog’ who is a great help when orally
blending words together. Alongside the Read Write Inc programme the children in Starfish have been enjoying stories from their class library. They can change these books daily to be able to share with you at
home. The children have been loving playing games such as ‘What’s the sound Mr Wolf’ and ‘I hear with my little ear’. The children regularly listen to stories read by the adults in school.

During their Read Write Inc Lesson In Year 1 and 2 the children have been learning the letter sounds appropriate to their level. Alongside the individual letter sounds, children are taught digraphs (two letters that
make one sound – sh, ch and th for example) and trigraphs (three letters that make one sound- igh, air for example). Children in Year 1 and 2 have a balance of reading and writing activities within this part of the
day. The spellings that come home to learn are based on the sounds that have been taught. ‘Hold a sentence’ is an activity that the children enjoy. This is when the adult gives the children a sentence to
remember. It will contain at least one word that has the focus sound in. The children then must write this sentence or phrase into their books accurately. The children also read books which are closely linked to
their phonic ability.

In Year 1 the children have been focussing on answering questions about a text using their retrieval skills in their reading lessons. Sharks have the chance to read these simple sentences with their friends and the
teacher before answering simple retrieval questions based on the sentence they have just read. This helps the children to develop the skills of reading for a purpose at a simple level which will be built upon
throughout the year. The children have access to a wide range of books in the book corner, where they can sit on a bean bag and with a blanket and enjoy reading for pleasure. Books are shared by all the adults
in Shark Class.

Whales Class have a weekly reading lesson like Sharks. The focus on retrieval questions is the same in Term 1, but the children are expected to read a short section of text and then answer questions about it.
They are expected to be able to read fiction, non-fiction as well as poetry. The children have the opportunity to read the text with their peers, all together (which is called choral reading) as well as
independently. The children in Whales love to share stories and we read stories daily as well as our class reading book which has been The Worst Witch. The children enjoy reading the books that have been the
focus of our learning. These are grouped together in class and the children ensure these books are looked after incredibly well. Our book corner is often filled with children enjoying a book on their bean bag and
blanket!



Autism Awareness
The Children’s Therapies have created The Pod which offers a variety of information around
Speech and Language, Occupational Therapy and other services. There is information
specifically for parents and video guides which provide you with support and activities to do
with your child.
https://www.kentcht.nhs.uk/childrens-therapies-the-pod/speech-and-language-therapy/

Online Safety
We would advise parents to be mindful about allowing children to watch games and
programmes beyond their advised age guidance e.g Squid Game. Here is a useful news
article with further details.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-beds-bucks-herts-58958698

Reading Tip of the Week
Investigate and explore any unfamiliar vocabulary. Children love learning about a new word
and are very keen to find out what a new word means and how you might use it. Use a
dictionary with older children to practice this skill as well.

Spanish Assembly
We were delighted to have Isabella (Yr3) and George (Yr5) present our Language of the
Term this week in Assembly. They shared their connections to the country Spain and taught
the whole school key words and phrases that were important to them. In addition, they
shared key facts about the city Barcelona and the Spanish artist Antoni Gaudi and both of
them wore their favourite Spanish football kits. We look forward to sharing our next
Language of the Term assembly with our families!

Book Signing
Author of children’s book series, Monster Doughnuts, Gianna Pollero, will be signing books
and speaking to guests at an event at Waterstones in Fremlin Walk, Maidstone on Saturday
30 October 2021, between 12 noon and 2pm.

Gianna visited school earlier this year to talk about reading, writing and her journey as an
author, which inspired some great story ideas from the children at Kings Hill. When Gianna
isn’t writing books, she works as Communications Manager for Valley Invicta Academies
Trust so we know her well and would encourage you all to pay a visit on the 30th if you can!

To attend the event, you need to book free of charge tickets, via the link below:
https://www.waterstones.com/events/halloween-monster-doughnut-fun-at-waterstones-
maidstone/maidstone

https://www.kentcht.nhs.uk/childrens-therapies-the-pod/speech-and-language-therapy/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-beds-bucks-herts-58958698
https://www.waterstones.com/events/halloween-monster-doughnut-fun-at-waterstones-maidstone/maidstone


Half Term Fun
Here are some links for some fun activities over half term. 
https://www.kentonline.co.uk/whats-on/news/half-term-fun-for-families-across-kent-
255035/
https://museum.maidstone.gov.uk/whats-on/school-holiday-activities/
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/features/october-half-term-events-and-activities

Sign of the Week
We would like to encourage all children to practice our ‘sign of the
week’ when communicating at home and at school. This week it is
‘Shining’.

Community Collaboration Day
We would like to invite families along to our first Community Collaboration day on
Saturday 27th November from 9:30am – 11:30am. Breakfast and refreshments will be
provided. If you are able to attend, please come and sign up at the office. We will send
out a full list of jobs nearer to the event.

Climate Change
Mrs Hilton is very excited to be leading the schools' campaign to fight Climate change along with
the children. Next term we will be launching our own Climate change summit and devising our
action plan to save the plant. We will be posting weekly updates on the newsletter!
There is still time for children to make a campaign poster ready for our march next term. Here
are some links for discussion about COP26:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gef2nzTAN-k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gyk2UX1714s

Community Collaboration Day
Thank you to those businesses/families that have donated a planter.  Plants will be added at the 
collaborative gardening event, we also have new trees arriving, that will be used to add to the 
hedge line. 

Poppy Appeal
After half term we will be selling poppy appeal items at the office to raise funds for the Royal 
British Legion, these include pin badges, slap bands, zip ties as well as normal poppies. Prices 
range from 50p - £1.50

https://www.kentonline.co.uk/whats-on/news/half-term-fun-for-families-across-kent-255035/
https://museum.maidstone.gov.uk/whats-on/school-holiday-activities/
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/features/october-half-term-events-and-activities
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gef2nzTAN-k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gyk2UX1714s


Overview of Key Dates Term Dates
Autumn Term - Term 1
Friday 22 October 2021 End of Term 1
Monday 25 – Friday 29 October 2021 Half Term

Autumn Term – Term 2
Monday 1 November 2021 Staff Development Day
Tuesday 2 November 2021 Staff Development Day
Wednesday 3 November 2021 Start of Term 2
Friday 17 December 2021 End of Term 2
Monday 20 December 2021 – Monday 3 January 2022 Christmas Holidays

Spring Term – Term 3
Tuesday 4 January 2022 Staff Development Day
Wednesday 5 January 2022 Start of Term 3
Friday 11 February 2022 End of Term 3
Monday 14 – Friday 18 February 2022 Half Term

Spring Term – Term 4
Monday 21 February 2022 Staff Development Day
Tuesday 22 February 2022 Start of Term 4
Thursday 31 March 2022 End of Term 4
Friday 1 April 2022 Staff Development Day
Monday 4 April 2022 – Monday 18 April 2022 Easter Holidays

Summer Term – Term 5
Monday 18 April 2022 Easter Monday Bank Holiday
Tuesday 19 April 2022 Start of Term 5
Monday 2 May 2022 Bank Holiday
Friday 27 May 2022 End of Term 5
Monday 30 May 2022 – Friday 3 June 2022 Half Term

Summer Term – Term 6
Monday 6 June 2022 Start of Term 6
Friday 17 June 2022 Staff Development Day
Friday 15 July 2022 End of Term 6

Term 2

3 November Start of Term 2 All

4 November Individual and Sibling Photographs All

4 November Aspirations Parent Workshop 5pm Years 4, 5 & 6

9 November New Year R 2022 Parent Tour 9:30am New parents 

9 November Author Workshops KS2 Classes 

10 November Tom Tugendhat MBE MP to Talk to Whole School All

10 November Parent Lunch Year R

10 November Phonics Workshop for Parents EYFS @ 11am Yrs1&2 @ 
2:30pm 

Years R, 1 & 2

16 November Marvellous Maths Day All

16 November Family Learning Conference 3:30 – 6:30pm All

17 November Family Learning Conference 3:30pm – 6pm All 

18 November Anti-Bullying VR Full Day Workshop KS2

18 November Infant Agility Competition at Invicta Invite Only 

19 November Children in Need – Non Uniform Day All 

23 November New Year R 2022 Parent Tour 9:30am New parents 

26 November Parents ASD Awareness Coffee Morning All 



% attendance in 
one school year

Number of day 
learning missed

100% 0 days missed

96% 1 week & 2 days 
missed

90% 3 weeks & 4 days 
missed

85% 5 weeks & 3 days 
missed

80% 7 weeks & 3 days 
missed

75% 9 weeks & 1 day 
missed

Attend & Achieve

Pupils with good attendance benefit from: 

• Continuity of learning 
• Maintaining friendships 

If children are not regularly attending school, they cannot learn and evidence shows a 
strong link between attendance and children progressing and reaching their full potential. 
The Educational Welfare Officer defines a child who has 90% attendance or below as a 
persistent absentee.

The winners this week are: 

1st Dolphins 96.1%

2nd Sharks 92%

3rd Seals 89.7%

4th Penguins 88%

5th Whales 87.8%

6th Turtles 86.8%

7th Starfish 86.1%

8th Stingrays 81.3%
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