
Horsepower News

20th May 2022



Dear Parents / Carers 
We hope that you will have seen our wonderful new banner and press release this week, but in case you have missed this;

Valley Invicta Primary at Kings Hill have been awarded the prestigiousUnicef UK Gold riGhts respectinG AwArd!!
This is a huge achievement for our school and testament to the hard work of all the pupils, staff and particularly Mrs Covey, who has led our
development. The Rights Respecting Schools Award programme has had a huge impact on the children here and on the school as a whole; as we
have done everything possible to embrace the importance of putting children’s rights at the heart of everything we do.
The Award recognises achievement in putting the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child at the heart of our planning, policies, and
practice. Our community truly is one where children’s rights are learned, taught, practised, respected, protected and promoted.
We enabled all pupils to experience our Careers Fair yesterday, and we would like to thank all local businesses, individuals and parents who have
contributed time and resources to enhance the children’s aspirations for the future.

If you have older children, who need career support, this is a useful link.
https://www.youthemployment.org.uk/careers-advice-for-parents/

I would also like to celebrate some individual achievements with you that have occurred this week!
Isla, Jaime and Sarannah in Year 3 all took part in the Wateringbury football tournament on Saturday, they were brilliant and won the U8's girls’
tournament. Eight teams participated and they won all the matches. They had a close match in the final but smashed it in penalties.
We are so proud, and even more proud to promote girls’ football!!

Summer in Year 5 has been awarded a Trinity College Discover Award, for her brilliant art!

We are so proud of all the efforts and achievements of our pupils and do encourage you to continue to share these with us. Thank you.
Next week we have a busy and exciting end to the term with our Jubilee celebrations. Do see the parent mails and Dojo posts to ensure that your
child has everything they need to take an active part in the celebrations.

Thank you to all families for your patience and understanding with staffing arrangements moving forward. I will be announcing class teachers for
next year early in Term 6.

Have a lovely weekend.
Steph Guthrie
Headteacher

https://www.youthemployment.org.uk/careers-advice-for-parents/


Times Table Tip of the Week
This week Year 4 took part in the Times Tables Rockstars Guinness World Record on
Wednesday, by dancing and singing live with famous dancer Katya Jones live whilst rolling
their times tables. Singing your tables can help embed it into your long-term memory.

Can you recall your times tables to a steady beat or in the rhythm of a traditional nursery
rhyme?

Book Reviews
There’s a boy in the girls bathroom – Louis Sachar
An awesome book full of funny characters that will make you gasp in disbelief, laugh
out loud and even feel deeply sorry for the school trouble maker- Bradley Chalkers!

Bradley, a kid who struggles to make the right choices, who often lies, NEVER does his
homework and spits at his friends, discovers one person who believes in him- the
school counsellor! Things start to change! Amongst the mayhem of school and
friendships… Could a boy really end up in a girls bathroom????

Room on the Broom – Julia Donaldson
Join a witch, a cat and a dragon on a hilarious adventure which explores friendship and 
more! Can you spot the rhyming words in this story?

Careers Fair
Thank you to the many businesses that gave up their time on Thursday to give all our pupils
their very first experience of a real Careers Fair. They enjoyed exploring the different
careers available, as well as the resources different jobs use. Many pupils completed the
Careers Trail that gave them options to explore concepts such as: salary, working hours,
qualifications, degrees and minimum requirements. The winner from KS2 was Isla who gets
a Kidzania voucher and from EYFS Annabelle won a Little Street Voucher.

Thank you to the following businesses:
Priory Hospital, Canterbury Christ Church, NHS, Cucina, AA, Thackray Williams, Aly Young
Law, Denise Holland Transformative Coaching Conversations, Leading Paws, Adam and
Bowles Wealth Management, Trooli and Scoil rince McManigan.

Learning Support
If you are seeking free online learning support for your child and they are in Year 4,5 or 6 please 
see this link to the Invicta Academy resources.  (This is not a VIAT resource.)
www.invictaacademy.com/homestudysupport

http://www.invictaacademy.com/homestudysupport


ASD
On the 17th June, the whole school will be trained in the SPELL framework which was
created by the National Autistic Society. SPELL is a framework for understanding and
responding to the needs of children and adults on the autism spectrum, developing through
evidence-based practice. SPELL stands for Structure, Positive approaches and expectations,
Empathy, Low arousal, Links. These five principles have been identified as key areas for
autism best practice. Following the training, the framework will feed into school
development and our continued ambition to achieve NAS Accreditation. Should you wish
to have more information about the SPELL framework, you can visit the following websites:

http://www.autism.org.uk/spell

http://www.autismeducationtrust.org.uk/resources/teachers%20guide.aspx

http://www.chimat.org.uk/resource/item.aspx?RID=16283

https://www.integratedtreatmentservices.co.uk/our-approaches/speech-therapy-
approaches/spell-framework/

Phonics Screening Meeting
We will be holding a phonics screening information meeting for Year 1 parents on Tuesday 24th May
at 9am. Please confirm your attendance on Parentmail. Following the meeting we will upload the
presentation to the Shark Class page on the website for those parents who unable to attend.

Word of the Week – Ambición
To coincide with our journey to become a Rights Respecting Gold School, this week we would like
you to discuss the term ‘ambición’. What does the word mean to your family? How is it shown?

This means: To further oneself to be the very best that you can – in Spanish!  This means: Ambition 
in Spanish! 

Sign of the Week
We would like to encourage all children to practice our ‘sign of the week’ when 
communicating at home and at school.  This week it is ‘work’.

Uniform
With the warmer weather hopefully on its way, please can we remind parents to apply
sun cream to the children and to send them in with a named hat. Water bottles should be
labelled and brought in daily.

http://www.autism.org.uk/spell
http://www.autismeducationtrust.org.uk/resources/teachers%20guide.aspx
http://www.chimat.org.uk/resource/item.aspx?RID=162837
https://www.integratedtreatmentservices.co.uk/our-approaches/speech-therapy-approaches/spell-framework/


Trust Fundraising
In order to raise money for Macmillan, three members of the Trust - Richard Hayden (Chief
Operating Officer), Pete Sargent (Director of Estates) and Dan Sargent (Senior Assistant
Headteacher at Valley Park School) - are taking part in the Longest Day Golf Challenge.

Taking place on Wednesday 1st June 2022, at Crowborough Beacon Golf Course, the
challenge will test our golfing capabilities and general fitness (there is none) to the absolute
limit as they take on four rounds of golf during one day.

With one round taking roughly four hours, they will be playing from sunrise (4.49am)
through to sunset (9.08pm), using every minute of the 16 hours and 19 minutes of daylight
available to them. They will play 72 holes, take some 300 shots (excluding at the bar at the
end of the day) and cover a good 20 miles, as they try to raise some money to support
people affected by cancer.

If you would like to support, then please donate at
https://longestdaygolf.macmillan.org.uk/Team/thepetesandpros

Street Party
We will be celebrating the Queen’s Jubilee with a traditional street party on Thursday 26th May and
ask that all pupils come ‘dressed to impress’. This could be what they would normally wear to a
party or an outfit for the Queen. It does not require any new items but just something that the
pupils feel confident and smart in. The morning will be spent in classes with KS1 pupils designing
and building their own crowns for the party, whilst KS2 pupils will be designing and creating their
own Jubilee coin. Lunch will be eaten outside on traditional banquet style tables. After the
traditional lunch, pupils will be treated to a range of ‘English games’ run by the teachers that the
pupils can choose to partake in. These include: hook a duck, coconut shy, Jubilee Carriage Selfie
Booth, kite making and garden games. The pupils will be able to access these games and activities
with friends from across the school and we hope they will enjoy the many games and craft options
that will be available.

Decade Day
To end our celebrations for the Queen’s Jubilee the whole school will be taking place in a ‘Decade
Day’ on Friday 27th May. As part of this day we would like pupils to come dressed as a decade of
their choice, from the 50s to the modern day. They may wear flares from the 70s, or dress as a key
figure such as key prime ministers, members of the royal family or famous artists/musicians.

https://longestdaygolf.macmillan.org.uk/Team/thepetesandpros


Overview of Key Dates
Term 5 Term 6

06 June Start of Term 6 All

07 June Class Photographs All

08 June Governor Visit Day All

10 June Swimming Lessons Start Year 5

15 June Fathers Day Secret Shop All

15 June Parent Lunch Year 5

16 June Sports Festival at Invicta Year 5

17 June Staff Development Day – School Closed to 
Pupils

All

21 June Transition / Ambition Project Event Year 6

24 June Art Builders Day Years 1 & 2

27 June –

1 July 

Residential Trip to Kingswood Year 6

29 June Class Trip to Canterbury Cathedral Year 4

30 June Class Trip to Kent Life Year R

30 June Blazer Fitting for New Year 3 – 3:30pm Year 2

23 May Young Voices KS2

23 May Adult Education Stepping up to Secondary 
Workshop – 9:30am 

Year 6 

24 May Phonics Screening Meeting – 9am Year 1 

24 May Parent RSE update and briefing session –
2:30pm 

Yrs1-6

25 May Spring Concert – 2:30pm Yrs 3, 4 & 5

26 May Dress to Impress

Children to come to school in their party 
clothes

All 

26 May Street Party All

26 May End of Term Achievers Assembly – 9am Invite Only 

27 May Decades Day All

27 May Last Day of Term All 



% attendance in 
one school year

Number of day 
learning missed

100% 0 days missed

96% 1 week & 2 days 
missed

90% 3 weeks & 4 days 
missed

85% 5 weeks & 3 days 
missed

80% 7 weeks & 3 days 
missed

75% 9 weeks & 1 day 
missed

Attend & Achieve

Pupils with good attendance benefit from: 

• Continuity of learning 
• Maintaining friendships 

If children are not regularly attending school, they cannot learn and evidence shows a 
strong link between attendance and children progressing and reaching their full potential. 
The Educational Welfare Officer defines a child who has 90% attendance or below as a 
persistent absentee.

The winners this week are: 

1st Penguin 100%

2nd Dolphin 98%

Starfish 98%

3rd Seal 97%

Whale 97%

4th Turtle 96%

Stingray 96%

5th Shark 93%
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