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Dear Parents / Carers
Welcome to February! It has been our pleasure to welcome so many of you to school this week either
to share stories or to share a Roast Dinner with your child. Your active involvement in the school is
extremely important to us and we are constantly seeking ways in which to improve and to enhance
this. We have published our provisional calendar for Term 4 which we will refresh at the start of next
term.
I have provided a quick overview of the last week of term as a handy reference guide;
EVENT
DATE / TIME
Y6 Drugs Workshop Monday 5 February
– Wasted!
PTA Meeting
Safer Internet Day
Second-hand
Uniform Sale
Year 5&6 trip to
Valley Park to see
School of Rock
performance.

Monday 5 February
Tuesday 6 February
Tuesday 6 February

Governors’ meeting
KS1 Gymnastics
Competition

Wednesday 7 February
Wednesday 7 February

Celebration
Assembly
Pupil Led Review

Thursday 8 February

Wednesday 7 February

Thursday 8 February

Year 1 and Year 2 Friday 9 February
Theatre Trip
Pupil Led Review
Friday 9 February

DETAILS
In school hall with sister
schools. Approximate finish
time of 3.20pm
@6.30pm at school
All parents invited in from 2pm
3.30pm – 4pm
Please meet at school at
8.30am if you are helping to
transport
other
children.
Performance starts at 10am; to
be in seats by 9.40am
@5.45pm
@ Aylesford Sports College
3.30pm – 6pm. Team to be
announced
By invitation only
Year 1 and Year 2 parents
invited to share their learning
from 2.30pm
Pupils leave school by coach @
9am, Return in time for lunch
Years 3, 4, 5, and 6 invited to
share learning from 2.30pm

Helen Dennis – Author Visit
We enjoyed a fantastic day on Thursday by Helen Dennis. She enthralled the children with her stories
and was very impressed with their code breaking skills. Helen’s website is full of code breaking
activities and details of her book. Her website is www.hldennis.com

Parent Forum Meeting
Minutes from our meeting on 16 January have been ratified by our members and have been uploaded
onto our website.

Parent Assessment Forum
Many thanks to Mrs Pinnington, Mr Parkinson, Mrs Zilliox and Mrs Hammond for giving up their time
on Wednesday evening in order to discuss ways in which we may improve how we report your child’s
progress. We are now working on a format for our Parent Consultation evenings in March that offers
more detail on your child’s progress across the wider curriculum. The Forum has agreed to meet
again at the start of next term.
British Science Week
This year’s theme for British Science Week is “Exploration and Discovery”. We will be celebrating this
in school and are building a timetable of activities across the school so that parents and children can
work together and have fun. If you would like lead a workshop or share ideas for activities, we would
be delighted to hear from you! British Science Week runs from 12 – 18 March.

PE Skort
I am very pleased to confirm that a school skort is now available to purchase from our uniform
supplier, Pages. This may be worn by all girls instead of shorts for PE lessons and competitions.
http://www.pages-schoolwear.co.uk
Cookery Club
This term Contract Dining have been running a Cookery Club on a Tuesday and Wednesday after
school, it has been very popular and the children have been cooking up some wonderful delights to
take home and share. The children are really looking forward to the last session after half term when
they we will be able to make everything they have baked so far to present to their parents or teachers.

Dodgeball Competition.
This week some of our Year 5 & 6 pupils represented the school at a Dodgeball Competition held at
the YMCA in Maidstone, the team played so well for two hours! They came third in the competition
and showed great team work and sportsmanship. Well done.

Safeguarding
Talking to your children about the threat of terrorism is an extremely difficult subject, especially when
attacks or bombings like the ones in London, Manchester or other parts of the world occur. In news
reports the word “radicalisation” is increasingly being used.
Radicalisation is gathering pace as a threat to children, and therefore it is important that we recognise
the warning signs and how we can better protect our children.
For more information on spotting the signs, or tips on how to discuss this with your children please
visit:
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/your-feelings/anxiety-stress-panic/worries-about-the-world/
In the meantime, if you should have any concerns regarding E-safety, or any other Safeguarding
matter then please contact the School’s Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mrs Bone, Headteacher or
our Deputy Designated Safeguarding lead: Mrs Frost, Deputy Headteacher. Alternatively, you can
contact the NSPCC helpline on 0800 028 0285

Reading Challenge
This week’s best improvers are Panda class! Congratulations on this fantastic result! Congratulations
to this week’s winner Year 4 with a superb 91%.

Year 4
Panda
Year 5
Year 6
Year 2
Year 3
Year 1

91%
87%
86%
73%
67%
55%
40%

Attendance
Year 3
Year 1
Year 4
Year 5
Panda
Year 2
Year 6

100%
99.3%
99.2%
98.0%
97.7%
94.0%
93.3%

This week’s attendance is 97.0% and our year to date attendance is 96.2%. This is a fantastic
increase against last week; we are very grateful for your continued support. Congratulations to Year
3 with a terrific 100%. They are now the proud owners of Attendance Ted. This this is the second
week in a row we have had 100% result, I am sure this is a start of a new trend.
Pupil Successes


Ashley Y6: For being made a Seconder at Guides.



Lily Y6: For being selected for a netball squad in Aylesford.



Alexei Y6: For being selected for a Rondos team to play in Holland.



James Y5: For being made a Seconder at Cubs.



Kaci Y5: For winning first place in the 1.10m category in her show jumping competition.



Finlay Y2 for being awarded 3 bronze medals in swimming



Henry Y2 for being awarded Man of the Match



Cody Y2 for being award Parent’s Man of the Match



Luca Y1 for earning his Level 7 certificate in gymnastics.



Hudson Y1 for earning his 5-metre swimming certificate.



Emilia Y2 for earning her 50m swim badge

Penguins
This week
In English and Maths, KS2 have been completing assessments. We are very proud of how hard they
have worked.
KS1 have focused on learning new diagraphs in phonics and ordinal numbers in Maths.
In Art, the class worked together to paint animals from Africa. They then researched the different
animals to find interesting facts.
As part of our fine motor development, we made an Octopus for our reading corner and practised our
weaving.
The class were excited to try new fruits this week, including grapefruit and papaya.
How can we help at home?
It would be helpful to practise positional language and ordinal numbers with everyday objects.

Panda Class
Panda Class have been busy continuing their exploration of Space and to celebrate National Story
Week, have enjoyed a number of stories by different authors. We have responded to these stories
through drama, sequencing, retelling and writing. We are thoroughly immersed in our ‘Space
Adventure’. The highlight of our week was meeting ‘a real life author’. Helen Dennis. Our Pandas
were spellbound listening to her and we were so proud of all the children and their code breaking
abilities. Many have become prolific story writers and story tellers since our workshop. In phonics we
have been consolidating our knowledge of Speed Sounds Set 3. In Maths we have been continuing
to look at money learning to recognise coins and their value. We have continued to listen to Holst
and have been looking closely, comparing and contrasting the appearance of the different planets.
We were also delighted to welcome so many grown-ups to our story-share on Tuesday, thank you.

Books we have enjoyed this week.

How can you help at home?
Encourage our Pandas to use their imagination to create and tell you stories.

Year 1
This week in Year 1 we have continued using Hansel and Gretel as the basis for our English work.
We have thought of ways that we would trick the witch and help Hansel to escape, and we have
thought about what our own dream house would be made of. In Maths, we have continued to practise
adding and subtracting and writing out the correct calculations.
In Science, we have been looking at plants and what the function of each part of the plant is. We
have been busy in Art learning about Vincent Van Gogh and creating our own version of his
Sunflowers. We have been thinking about our five school core values and what these mean

How can you help at home?
Try to solve word problems together that involve addition and subtraction.

Year 2
Thank you so much to all of the parents who were able to attend our Story Share on Tuesday
afternoon. All of the children thoroughly enjoyed reading or being read to and it was lovely to see.
This week, as you know from the homework, we have been creating fact files about an African animal
of our choice. The children have all been so enthusiastic about this and we have all learned some
really interesting facts about their chosen animals! Thank you for your support with this at home.
On Monday, we created self-portraits and could choose whether we did this with oil pastels, paint or
colouring pens.

How can you help at home?
Look through any coins you have at home and ask your child to identify them and their values. See
if they can remember how we write amounts with pounds and pence!

Year 3/4
Many thanks to all the parents that gave up their time this week to read with their children and other
members of the class. In Maths we have been looking at 3D shapes, identifying them and their
properties. Recently we have begun to look at nets of 3D shapes and used that knowledge to make
our own. In English we have been focusing on poetry and the use of personification; with particular
reference to “City Jungle” by Pie Corbett. The children have used the poem to perform in front of the
class and have started writing their own version.
On Monday we were very lucky to have an orienteering lesson from a PE specialist from Invicta
Grammar School. The children played a number of team games and practised orienteering skills. We
have also been getting ready to share our learning with parents next week at the Pupil Led Review.
We hope you are able to join us.
How can you help at home?
Identifying 3D shapes at home and asking your children about the properties of that shape, do they
know what the net of that shape will look like?

Year 5
This week Year Five have continued to study the book ‘Little Ships’. The children have been using
their knowledge of the Battle of Dunkirk to inform their own version of the story from a British soldier’s
point of view. In Maths, this week we have been focussing on ordering mixed numbers and improper
fractions. Year Five have been very impressive with their prior knowledge of fractions. In Science this
week we started to research into new materials that have recently been created.
How can you help at home?
To ensure that each child is reading four times and week and that their reading record is signed.

Year 6

This week Year 6 have been very busy creating and practising their class assembly - we very much
hope you enjoyed it this morning. Well done all!
We also enjoyed a lovely roast dinner with our parents on Wednesday!
In Maths we have started to learn about percentages; a challenging topic so we have had to develop
our growth mind-sets when tackling new problems! In English we typed up our final drafts of The
Door and analysed our own work. We have also begun looking at a new poem: City Jungle by Pie
Corbett. This poem has a great deal of interesting imagery and personification, which we have been
exploring through illustration and text analysis.
To delve into our Human Studies topic of China, we began by investigating the geography of China
and used atlases to locate key cities, rivers and the Great Wall and added them to our own maps.
We have also continued to develop our footwork skills in netball.

How can you help at home?
Look out for percentages whilst shopping. Try and work out what the sale prices might be?

Term 3
1 February
5 February
5 February
6 February
6 February
7 February
7 February
7 February

All Years
Year 6
Parents
All Years
All Years
Year 5&6
Invite only
Year 1 & 2

8 February
8 February
9 February
9 February
9 February

All Years
Key Stage 1
Year 1&2
Key Stage 2
All Years

Author Visit; Helen Dennis
Wasted! Year 6 Drugs Workshop
PTA Meeting @ 6.30pm
Safer Internet Day
Second Hand Uniform Sale
Visit to Valley Park – Matinee School of Rock @10am
Governors Meeting @ 5.45pm
Kent Games Gymnastic Competition@ Aylesford Sports
College
Celebration Assembly @ 9am – by Invitation
Pupil Led Review Conference @2pm
Theatre trip to Orchard Theatre; Awful Auntie
Pupil Led Review Conference @2pm
Last day of term 3.20pm

Term 4
19 February
20 February
20 February
23 February
23 February
23 February
26 February
26 February
27 February
27 February
27 February
27 February
28 February
1 March
1 March
2 March
2 March
7 March
9 March
W/C 12 March
14 March
16 March
20 March
20 March
21 March
21 March
21 March
21 March
22 March
22 March
27 March
28 March
28 March
29 March

All Years
All Years
Year 6
All Years
Year 3&4
KS2
All Years
All Years
Year 5&6
All Years
By Invite
Panda
All Years
All Years
Panda
Year 3&4
Year 5&6
KS1
All Years
All Years
Year 5&6
All Years
Year 2
Year 6
Year 5&6
All Years
Year 1
Year 5&6
Year 1
All Years
Year 6
By Invite
Year 5&6
All Years

Term 4 Begins
NSPCC Speak Out, Stay Safe Workshop
Parent Preview of Sex education video @3.30pm
Book Fair Arrives in School – In class browsing
Warburtons Healthy Eating Workshop
Quiz Club Heat; General Knowledge @2pm
Book Fair @ 3.30pm – 4.30pm
Sponsored NSPCC Day
NSPCC Workshops
Book Fair @ 3.30pm – 4.30pm
Parent Forum Meeting @ 6.00pm
Height/Weight Checks by School Nurse
Book Fair @ 3.30pm – 4.30pm
World Book Day – Dress up as a Character
Height/Weight Checks by School Nurse
Shakespeare 4Kidz Workshop @9.00am
Shakespeare 4Kidz Workshop @9.00am
Kent Games Infant Agility @ Aylesford Sports College@3.30pm
Mothers Day Cream Tea @3.00pm
British Science Week – TBC
IGS Science Workshops
Non School Uniform Day - £1 donation
KS1 SATS Meeting @3.30pm
KS2 SATS Meeting @3.30pm
Aqua splash Swimming Gala@ Sutton Valence School
Parent Consultations 3.30pm – 6.00pm
Parent Roast Dinner Day
IGS Science Workshop
Year 1 Class Assembly @9am
Parent Consultations 3.30pm – 7.00pm
Year 6 Enterprise Fayre (Fundraiser for reward day post SATS)
Celebration Assembly
IGS Science Workshop
End of Term 4. Finish @2.00pm

All Years

Start of Term

Term 5
16 April

