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Dear Parents / Carers 
We have welcomed the spring weather this week with a flurry of sunshine. Starfish class have been using this change in the weather to explore
habitats for a variety of animals, linking to their class text Bog Babies. They were able to share their learning and increasing vocabulary with our
visitors this week, who commented on their confidence and the quality of the activities they were given in the classroom. Thank you to Mrs Truman
and Mrs Hope for your creativity and enthusiasm!

This week the whole school also took part in National Science Week, partnering with Canterbury Christchurch University to provide a wide range of
thought-provoking investigations, challenging pupils to think scientifically and critically. Many teachers shared their enjoyment watching their pupils
investigating fruits and whether they would float or sink. Max in Year 2 couldn’t believe that a pineapple which is larger than a lemon and apple
floated! Why not have a go at home? Which fruits do you have in your house? Will they float or sink?

It was also lovely to welcome many parents this morning to our ASD coffee morning, where they had to work for their beverages by gardening with
our pupils from across the school who are on the Autistic Spectrum. It was clear to see that gardening can be very therapeutic, with all children and
adults weeding and preparing our flower beds for planting next week.

As we have a number of beds to fill we would really appreciate any donations of plants or produce that we could grow in the school. We are hoping
to have a mixture of beds, some for flowering plants and herbs as well as plants that will produce us some crops, such as strawberries and potatoes.

With the weather improving our older children also explored the idea of our own sensory garden and designed their own mood boards. These
boards contained ideas for wind chimes, water features, flower beds, bug hotels and ornaments that could be made out of pallets. We are hoping to
use some of their ideas in the future!

The creativity and willingness of all of our pupils has been so apparent this week with our finished Remarkable Writing Day displays being completed
in the school hall and a big thank you must go to Mrs Hilton who has created an individual ‘Encanto’ door for each year groups board. Please see our
social media channels for some examples of these displays.
Have a lovely weekend.

Meg Covey
Deputy Headteacher



Times Table Tip of the Week
Turn your times tables into a game. Write down all of the questions onto scrap pieces of paper and
then write the corresponding answers onto another piece. Turn all of the questions over and the
answers and see if you can play pairs. Take it in turns to pick up two pieces of paper – can you find
the question and the matching answer? You could focus on a times table you are struggling with or
could have mixed ones!

Reading Challenge
As the weather is getting nicer, this week we would like to challenge all children to read and learn
something about the natural world. This could be through a fiction book exploring different settings
or habitats or a non fiction book or poem. ‘Here we are’ by Oliver Jeffers is a very popular one.

Parent Governor Election
Congratulations to Mr Kieran Found who has been elected as our new Parent Governor
after winning the parent vote. We look forward to working alongside him with the rest of
the Team.

Secret Shop for Mother’s Day
If your child would like to purchase a gift as a special surprise for someone important to
them, please can you send them in with a small amount of money, up to £3 on Tuesday
22nd March. The pop up shop will be running during the day and children will then be given
their wrapped gift to bring home by the end of the week.

Parent Questionnaire
Each week we will be sharing some comments following our parent questionnaire.
“My highlight of the year so far was parents evening. It was such a relaxed atmosphere and like
talking with friends. It really made me feel welcomed and able to speak about any thing.”

Year 5 Team Building Afternoon
On Tuesday, Year 5 will be visiting Bowles Outdoor Adventure centre to take part in team
building activities. Children need to wear clothes that you do not mind getting wet and
muddy and can come into school wearing these clothes. Children will have a slightly earlier
lunch ready to leave school at 12:30pm.



Word of the Week – Galvanize
To coincide with our journey to become a Rights Respecting Gold School, this week we would
like you to discuss the term ‘Galvanize’. What does the word mean to your family? How is it
shown?

Galvanize - to cause someone to take action on something that they are excited or concerned
about.

Ukraine Support
Haydn in Year 4 is leading his class in a brilliant fundraiser later this term. He will be running a
Sunflower seed stall on Wednesday 30th March to raise money for families in Ukraine. Sunflowers
are the National flower of Ukraine, and he hopes that growing these at home will help us think
about families and especially children in Ukraine. All donations will go to the Red Cross Charity.
Please do come along to buy your seeds after school to support this event. Another opportunity
to help can be found by following this link. https://www.sanctuaryfoundation.org.uk/#signup

Sign of the Week
We would like to encourage all children to practice our ‘sign of the week’ when 
communicating at home and at school.  This week it is ‘Sorry’.

Young Artist Summer Show
The deadline to enter this year’s Young Artists' Summer Show is fast approaching. But don’t worry, 
you still have time.  Parents are able to submit on behalf of their children. If students are aged 13 
and over, they can submit their own work.

Submissions close at 5pm on 30 March 2022.

Not sure where to start? Take a look at the get involved page of our website.  You can see answers to 
common questions on our FAQs page, plus we've written some guidance about the kinds of artworks 
the judges will be looking for when they review submissions.

Rights Respecting TED Team Branches Out!
This week our Rights Respecting TED Team took part in a TEAMS call with Fleetdown
Primary School sharing with them, why we enjoy being a UNICEF Rights Respecting school.
We are a Silver award school with our Gold Accreditation soon and we loved sharing all of
the fabulous things we have been doing and continue to do to promote Rights and equality
in our school!

https://www.sanctuaryfoundation.org.uk/#signup
https://e.wordfly.com/click?sid=MTYzNF8zMTM4MV83NzkzOThfNzAzMw&l=e6174b7a-b69b-ec11-a828-0050569d715d&utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=AS_Solus_YASS_LastCFE_d_PastEntrants_14032022&utm_content=version_A&sourceNumber=
https://e.wordfly.com/click?sid=MTYzNF8zMTM4MV83NzkzOThfNzAzMw&l=e7174b7a-b69b-ec11-a828-0050569d715d&utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=AS_Solus_YASS_LastCFE_d_PastEntrants_14032022&utm_content=version_A&sourceNumber=


Overview of Key Dates
Term 4 Term 5

22 March Team Building Afternoon at Bowles Year 5

22 March Secret Shop for Mother’s Day All

23 March Parent Lunch – 12:40pm Year 3

23 March Jungle Workshops EYFS & Yr1

25 March Shakespeare Workshop at SST Year 5

29 March Trust Football Match with East Borough 
3:30pm

Football Club 
Members 

30 March School Health Lancaster Questionnaires 
Session

Year 6

30 March RRSA Gold Assessment Whole School

30 March Plant Sale for Ukraine – 3:30pm All 

31 March Penguin Pals Day All

31 March PTA Easter Egg Hunt All 

31 March End of Term Achievers Assembly – 2:30pm Invite Only

31 March Last Day of Term All

19 April Start of Term 5 All 

22 April –

29 April 

Bikeability Training Year 6

22 April Swimming Lessons Start Year 3

29 April Class Trip to Bodiam Castle Year 1

2 May Bank Holiday – School Closed All

3 May PESE Ambition Meeting Years 4 & 5

6 May Beyond Bounce Workshops All

9 May – 13 May SATS Week Year 6

12 May PTA Disco All 

17 May Class Trip to Wildwood Year 5

18 May Class Trip to Knole Year 2

19 May Careers Fair 2:30 – 4pm All

20 May Young Adventurers Camp Out at Buckmore Park Year 6

20 May ASD Parent Coffee Morning All



% attendance in 
one school year

Number of day 
learning missed

100% 0 days missed

96% 1 week & 2 days 
missed

90% 3 weeks & 4 days 
missed

85% 5 weeks & 3 days 
missed

80% 7 weeks & 3 days 
missed

75% 9 weeks & 1 day 
missed

Attend & Achieve

Pupils with good attendance benefit from: 

• Continuity of learning 
• Maintaining friendships 

If children are not regularly attending school, they cannot learn and evidence shows a 
strong link between attendance and children progressing and reaching their full potential. 
The Educational Welfare Officer defines a child who has 90% attendance or below as a 
persistent absentee.

The winners this week are: 

1st Whale 99%

2nd Dolphin 96%

3rd Starfish 95%

Stingray 95%

5th Shark 93%

6th Seal 92%

7th Penguin 89%

8th Turtle 87%
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