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Dear Parents / Carers 
A massive well done to all our fabulous Year 6 pupils, who worked so hard in their SATs assessments this week. They did themselves proud, and we
are really grateful and inspired by Mr Littleton and Mrs Eldred, who have taught the children so well. Results of these tests will be published in July
and then be sent out with the school reports. Next week other year groups will be carrying out assessments, so do ensure your child has lots of rest
and a healthy breakfast each day.

PTA News
Thank you so much for supporting our fabulous PTA with the discos this week. They raised £359.40 which is an incredible amount and will go
towards purchasing new reading books for ALL classes and abilities. With your help, the PTA have bought the following resources this year already!

 Library books to build our Accelerator Reader (AR) library.
 New sports equipment including an air flow gym mat, 2 x trampettes, table tennis equipment, football goal, new class sets of hockey sticks and

balls, footballs, rugby balls, tennis equipment and lots of playground equipment for use every day.
 Physical development games and resources for EYFS and the SRP including sand and water play.
 Phonics resources to make learning interactive and fun for EYFS and KS1.
 A Personal development library, with a whole range of books about well-being for all children to access.
 Development of our library of ASD friendly books.
 Art resources to ensure that all classes have high-quality and exciting opportunities to create and explore through all subjects.
 Donations towards trips, visits and workshops for the whole school throughout the year and contributions towards the Year 6 leavers events.

We are so grateful to Nicola and Jo who have led this amazing fundraising so so long. We are moving forward with an ‘event-lead’ team approach
moving forward with support from the SLT in school. The following events have been agreed for the year to come:
Halloween and Spring Discos, a Christmas and Summer Fair, cake sales and an Easter Egg Hunt. BUT if you have ideas for future fundraising, please
do get in touch! Many thanks.

Have a lovely weekend.
Steph Guthrie
Headteacher



Times Table Tip of the Week
Why not have a go this week with the following ‘rolling numbers’ resource? Can you recall
your times tables to common tunes or rhythms?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jf2BHuSbt_Y Sometimes recalling facts to a rhythm
can help embed it into your long-term memory. Keep practising!

Book Reviews
Beetle Boy by M.G.Leonard
You don’t have to be fascinated by beetles to become engrossed in this book. It is a

deliciously interesting detective story, about a boy trying to find his missing father. The
more he discovers, the more unusual the story becomes and the more you will
naturally learn about the wonder and beauty of beetles. An absolutely compelling
read!

Danny the Champion of the World by Roald Dahl
Danny lives with his dad in an old caravan at the back of a petrol station. His dad is a
mechanic and teaches Danny everything he knows. They don’t have very much money,
but they are happy and don’t ever really want for anything. But one night, Danny
wakes up to find his dad is missing and discovers a dark secret: his dad has been trying
to steal pheasants from the equally-rich-as-mean Mr Hazell. If his motivation isn’t
money, why is he doing this? And are there other people in the village who feel the
same? A brilliant adventure story about growing up, that is funny and inspiring and full
of sparky thinking!

Parent Forum
The Parent Forum meeting will be held on Tuesday 17th May at 5.30pm in the school office.
Do share items that you would like raised with your class rep or get in touch with Mrs
Covey or myself.

Learning Support
If you are seeking free online learning support for your child and they are in Year 4,5 or 6 please 
see this link to the Invicta Academy resources.  (This is not a VIAT resource.)
www.invictaacademy.com/homestudysupport

SATs Success
To celebrate the resilience and hard work Year 6 have shown this week, they have ended
the week with an exciting array of activities, including: pogo stick art, cookie baking and
gardening. In addition to this they have learnt that their production for Term 6 will be
Pirates of the Curry Bean. The auditions for key parts will take part next week and I’m sure
the production will be brilliant! There will be an afternoon and evening performance of the
production for all members of the community to come to – dates will be shared soon!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jf2BHuSbt_Y
http://www.invictaacademy.com/homestudysupport


Art Workshop
This week a small group of Year 4s attended Invicta Grammar School for an art workshop,
with local artist Su Blackwell. They spent the morning with the artist and sixth formers
creating sculptures from books. The finished sculpture will look stunning in the Summer
Festival Art exhibition, and after this, on display back in our school. Mrs Hambley, Assistant
Headteacher said the children, ‘Worked with such pace and energy, and the collaboration
between the primary students and the sixth formers was beautiful to see.’ Su Blackwell, the
artist, was extremely impressed with the outcomes they produced. Well done to all
involved and thank you to our Governors Susie Hammond and Susan Anderson for
supervising the pupils for the morning.

Careers Fair
Next week on Thursday 19th May we have our Careers Fair. Years 5 and 6 will be visiting the fair
during the afternoon but all other year groups are asked to visit it after school with their parents.
There is a whole host of careers represented including: dog trainers, solicitors, chefs, marketing
executives, specialist doctors, insurers, publishers and nurses. During the fair there will be crafts
children can complete for free as well as a Careers Trail. Completed trails will put into a raffle to win
a Kidzania or Little Street voucher. Our very own VIP Snack Shack will also be open for beverages and
snacks too so please bring some coins along! We really do need our community to support this new
event.

The termly homework of making a poster, piece of writing/artwork based on a career must be
handed in on Monday 16th May as these will be displayed at the fair on the Thursday. Examples of
the homework have been shard on ClassDojo.

Word of the Week – Obdurate
To coincide with our journey to become a Rights Respecting Gold School, this week we would like
you to discuss the term ‘Obdurate’. What does the word mean to your family? How is it shown?

This means: stubbornly refusing to change one's opinion or course of action

Sign of the Week
We would like to encourage all children to practice our ‘sign of the week’ when 
communicating at home and at school.  This week it is ‘Same’.

Uniform
With the warmer weather hopefully on its way, please can we remind parents to apply
sun cream to the children and to send them in with a named hat. Water bottles should be
labelled and brought in daily.



PTA Update
Following a really positive PTA meeting, it has been decided that the structure of the PTA
needs to evolve moving forward. The traditional roles are difficult to manage in such a
successful PTA with a wide range of events. So, it's been decided to break the roles down
into separate tasks. Also going forward for larger events, they will be assigned in advance to
a year group/number of year groups dependent on the event size. That way year groups
can pull together to get an event organised. Someone will oversee that event and
coordinate with the other PTA members. Initially the following roles are up for grabs:

• Social Media - (letting everyone know what's going on and upcoming events)
• Easy Fundraising & Amazon Smile - (promoting these ways to fundraise and liaising

with the treasurer team)
• Secretary - (Creating meeting agendas and taking notes at the PTA meetings)

We already have volunteers for our regular newsletters and our pre loved uniform shop.
Our class reps are always amazing and these will remain in place. The first big event of the
next academic year will be the Christmas Fair, and EYFS and KS1 will organise this event.
Shantelle Found will oversee the event. Thanks to everyone who attended. If you can help
in anyway or have ideas and suggestions, email us at: Valleyinvictakhpta@gmail.com

Street Party
We will be celebrating the Queen’s Jubilee with a traditional street party on Thursday 26th May and
ask that all pupils come ‘dressed to impress’. This could be what they would normally wear to a
party or an outfit for the Queen. It does not require any new items but just something that the
pupils feel confident and smart in. The morning will be spent in classes with KS1 pupils designing
and building their own crowns for the party, whilst KS2 pupils will be designing and creating their
own Jubilee coin. At lunchtime, Cucina, our catering company, will be doing a special traditional ‘fish
and chip’ lunch for the occasion or alternatively a vegetable burger. These need to pre-ordered as
normal. Lunch will be eaten outside on traditional banquet style tables.

After the traditional lunch, pupils will be treated to a range of ‘English games’ run by the teachers
that the pupils can choose to partake in. These include: hook a duck, coconut shy, Jubilee Carriage
Selfie Booth, kite making and garden games. The pupils will be able to access these games and
activities with friends from across the school and we hope they will enjoy the many games and craft
options that will be available.

School Trips
We have a number of class trips coming up in the next few weeks. Please do make sure that you
have completed any necessary forms on Parentmail. Children are requested to bring a disposable
packed lunch, unless a school packed lunch has been pre-ordered. Please also ensure that children
are dressed appropriately for the weather, ie. Sun cream if hot or a raincoat if rain is forecast.

mailto:Valleyinvictakhpta@gmail.com


Overview of Key Dates
Term 5 Term 6

17 May Class Trip to Wildwood Year 5

18 May Class Trip to Knole Year 2

19 May Careers Fair 2:30 – 4pm All

20 May Young Adventurers Camp Out at Buckmore
Park – Pick up at 2:30pm 

Year 6

20 May ASD Parent Coffee Morning All

20 May Year R Balance Bike Event at Holborough Lakes Invite Only

23 May Young Voices KS2

23 May Adult Education Stepping up to Secondary 
Workshop – 9:30am 

Year 6 

24 May Parent RSE update and briefing session –
2:30pm 

Yrs1-6

25 May Spring Concert – 2:30pm Yrs 3, 4 & 5

26 May Dress to Impress
Children to come to school in their party 
clothes

All 

26 May Street Party All

26 May End of Term Achievers Assembly – 9am Invite Only 

27 May Decades Day All

27 May Last Day of Term All 

06 June Start of Term 6 All

07 June Class Photographs All

08 June Governor Visit Day All

10 June Swimming Lessons Start Year 5

15 June Fathers Day Secret Shop All

15 June Parent Lunch Year 5

16 June Sports Festival at Invicta Year 5

17 June Staff Development Day – School Closed to 
Pupils

All

21 June Transition / Ambition Project Event Year 6

24 June Art Builders Day Years 1 & 2

27 June –

1 July 

Residential Trip to Kingswood Year 6

29 June Class Trip to Canterbury Cathedral Year 4

30 June Class Trip to Kent Life Year R

30 June Blazer Fitting for New Year 3 – 3:30pm Year 2



% attendance in 
one school year

Number of day 
learning missed

100% 0 days missed

96% 1 week & 2 days 
missed

90% 3 weeks & 4 days 
missed

85% 5 weeks & 3 days 
missed

80% 7 weeks & 3 days 
missed

75% 9 weeks & 1 day 
missed

Attend & Achieve

Pupils with good attendance benefit from: 

• Continuity of learning 
• Maintaining friendships 

If children are not regularly attending school, they cannot learn and evidence shows a 
strong link between attendance and children progressing and reaching their full potential. 
The Educational Welfare Officer defines a child who has 90% attendance or below as a 
persistent absentee.

The winners this week are: 

1st Penguin 100%

2nd Dolphin 98%

Starfish 98%

3rd Seal 97%

Whale 97%

4th Turtle 96%

Stingray 96%

5th Shark 93%
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