Horsepower News
Valley Invicta Primary School at Kings Hill
7 May 2021

Dear Parents / Carers
This term is moving along very quickly, and the
children are really motivated to achieve their very
best. There is a real learning 'buzz' in the
classrooms, and we cannot wait to be able to
welcome parents back in to school to see the
school in action. The staff are sharing books this
week and collaborating on strategies to ensure
the children can catch up and be challenged to
achieve their targets set out in the FLCs.
Please do return your FLC sheet to school if you
have not done this yet. Thank you.
The sunshine is bringing positivity and optimism
and the children have been getting outside as
much as possible. We have even held our first
cross
primary
tournament
this
week.
Congratulations to our fantastic Year 3 & 4 team,
who came second! Thank you also to Mr Littleton
and Mr Smith for organising the event so
carefully to ensure everyone's safety. Do read
the write up below.
The Eco Ted team met with Mrs Gordon and Mrs
Hale this week. They are planning on resowing
the wildflower meadow in the forest school area
and planning and preparing for a vegetable
allotment in the playground. If you have any
spare seeds or vegetable seedlings they would be
gratefully received, thank you.
We are delighted to announce that Mrs Smith,
our HLTA in the SRP is pregnant and she will be
leaving to have her baby at the end of term 1 in
October. As you know we have welcomed many
new additions to our school family this year, and
all are doing well. We wish Mrs Smith and Miss
Chattenton safe and happy pregnancies.

Best wishes
Mrs Steph Guthrie, Headteacher

We are Welcoming
to Everyone

Learning is central.
Communication is consistent.
Outstanding is our constant goal.
Experiences are Memorable.
We are Equal.

Art Workshop
The children have thoroughly enjoyed taking part in
their 3D art workshop this week!
They learned many construction techniques linked to
the design and technology curriculum and I think you
will agree that the collaborative outcome is a beautiful
addition to the library area, which everyone can
appreciate for years to come. Thank you Arty Party!

Reading Tip of the Week
Every Minute Really Does Count!
It can be easy to let reading slip at home, but important
to remember what an incredible impact daily reading
will have on your child's life.
If your child reads for 1 minute a day this is - 180
minutes a year or 8,000 words.
If your child reads for 5 minutes a day this is 900 minutes a year or 282,000 words.
If your child reads for 20 minutes a day this is - 3,600
minutes a year or 1,800,000 words.

Reading Volunteers
We would really welcome regular reading volunteers
in school again. Please do contact the office to find
out about how you can help and our Covid protection
arrangements. Many thanks!

Behaviour at School Gates
Please remind your child of our Rights Respecting
behaviour at drop-off and pick up times, and do not
let them chase about, which is unsafe.

School Uniform
The school office now have sample sizes of the VIAT
Summer Dress and Summer Playsuit in stock. If you
would like to look at the sample sizes, please call the
school office to arrange an appointment.
Pages our school uniform provider
have a special offer on the VIAT
primary Playsuits, these can be
purchased for £14.00 for a limited
time only. To order, please visit
their website:

https://pages-schoolwear.co.uk/
Thank you for your support to
ensure that the high standards of uniform are upheld.
The children look really smart and represent the
school community so well. When the children come in
PE kit, it is important that they also achieve the same
high standards. Please can you ensure that your child
does wear correct footwear, of either black or white
trainers or plimsolls. Thank you.

Physical Fun
The children are enjoying a variety of activities to do
when outside and are also taking part in the daily
mile .
Thank you to everyone who has completed the
questionnaire on Parentmail with regards to PTA
fundraising spending. If you haven’t had your say
please do and we look forward to sharing what our
next project will be with you soon!
A parentmail was sent earlier this week with regards
to the Beyond Bounce workshop on the last day of
term. We hope this will be an enjoyable, active end to
the term for all children.

Playground Equipment
Everyone is enjoying the new playground equipment,
which is currently being used in bubbles. We hope to
allow the children to mix together more freely in the
near future to be able to play with more equipment
outside as the summer term progresses.

National Walking Month
May is National Walking Month and Compass-UK have
organised lots of ideas to get everyone up and active.
Follow the link for activity ideas.
https://www.compass-uk.org/wp-content/
uploads/2021/04/National-W
alking-Month-Family-Materials.pdf

Healthy Snacks
We would like to remind all parents that only fruit
should be provided for morning snack time. Please do
not send in cereal bars or any alternative snacks.
Thank you.

Electric Scooters in School
It is a Trust decision not to allow powered scooters on
any VIAT school site. Please can you ensure that
electric scooters are not brought on site, if using one
please keep them outside the school gates, thank you.

Sign of the Week
We would like to encourage all
children to practice our ‘sign of the
week’ when communicating at
home and at school. This week it
is ‘Friend’.

Year 4 Football Trust Tournament
On Tuesday after school, seven of our Year 4 children
took part in a Valley Invicta 7 a side football
tournament, on our brand-new football pitches here at
school. The children came up against some fantastic
teams, but where able to show amazing levels of
perseverance, teamwork and enthusiasm to finish
second overall! The children won their first three
games, drew the fourth game and only lost to the
eventual winners of the tournament. I cannot put into
words how impressed I was with the children's attitude
- they have done our school proud!
A HUGE well done to: George H, Robbie, Joshua, Levi,
Poppy, George N and Luke

Celebration Achievements
If our child has been successful in any activity or event
outside school, please do share this information with
us so that we can add to our congratulations board in
the HUB.

Author Workshop
We are excited to be welcoming a newly published
Autor, Gianna Pollero to school on Thursday 20th May.
Gianna’s new book ‘Monster Doughnuts’ is out now
and
we
will
be
sharing
information of how to purchase
the book ready for children to get
it signed on the day. Gianna will
be working with each class
throughout the day.

Celebration Certificates
Achievement Award

Rights Respecting Award

Starfish—Scarlett

Starfish—Ellie

Shark—Rocco

Shark— Charlie

Whale—Harper

Whale—Jessica S

Seal— Gabriella

Seal— Archie

Turtle— Joshua

Turtle—Azzam

Dolphin— Rufus

Dolphin— Kenzie-Lee

Stingray—Felicity

Stingray— Maya

Penguin—Amelia

Penguin—Callum

Dojo Award

Lunchtime Award

Starfish—Dougal

Starfish—Ruby-Jade

Shark—Pia

Shark—Abigail

Whale—Alex

Whale—Jaime

Seal— Alice

Seal— Leo

Turtle—Theo

Turtle— Luke

Dolphin— Alex

Dolphin— Leo

Stingray— Eleanor

Stingray— Theo

Penguin—Archie

Times Table Rock Stars Weekly Results
The average number of coins earnt per person this week!

Starfish

1520

Shark

825

Whale

2007

Seal

1145

Turtle

834

Dolphin

12498

Stingray

3256

Penguin

1020

Overview of the key dates for the Term
Term 5
2020 / 2021
17 May

ASD Parent Coffee Morning—Everyone Welcome

All

17 May

Bowles Activity Afternoon

Year 6

20 May

Gianna Pollero—Autor Workshop

All

21 May

UNICEF Cultural Diversity Day

All

24 May

Stephen Pass—Author Workshop on Recycling

Years 3&4

25 May

Year 2 Football Event at Aylesford

Invite Only

26 May

Holi Festival

Year 2

28 May

Bounce Beyond Workshops

All

28 May

Last Day of Term

All

Overview of the key dates for the Term continued
Term 6
2020 / 2021
7 June

Start of Term 6

All

8 June

Class Photographs

All

8 June

Year 3 Swimming Lessons Commence

Year 3

8 June

Change for Life Event at East Borough

Invite Only

9 June

Anti Crime Assembly

Year 6

11 June

Kent SOS—Weapon Awareness Workshop

Year 6

15 June

Healthy Food Workshop

Year 4

24 June

Me-zine Workshop (Creativity for Wellbeing)

Year 6

25 June

Staff Development Day—School Closed to Pupils

All

1 July

Sports Day

All

1 July

PTA Event after school

All

5-9 July

Year 6 Week

Year 6

5 July

Transition Afternoon

All

7 July

Creative Day

All

9 July

Reports out to parents

All

12 July

Board Café Afternoon

Year 2

12 July

PTA Cake Sale

All

12 July

Book Look Afternoon

All

12 July

Meet the Teacher

All

13 July

Year 6 Production

Year 6

15 July

End of Year Achievers Assembly

Invite All

16 July

Year 6 Leavers Assembly

Year 6

16 July

Last Day of Term

All

