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Dear Parents / Carers 
A Happy New Year, and a warm welcome to Term 3 and to Mrs Hope, Mrs Truman and Mrs Mills in EYFS and Mrs Couchman in the SRP who join our
team this week. I hope that you all enjoyed the Christmas break and were able to spend some quality time with your family and friends.

Last term we highlighted how well music and performance can promote such success for the children. In the next few weeks, we will be building on
these skills through lots of opportunities to promote personal development across the school. Our “This is Me” Fashion Show will involve every
child and provide them with the opportunity to communicate, collaborate and celebrate individuality. Thank you for providing an oversized white
t-shirt for your child to create a costume from. Classes will also have workshops to promote well-being and positive strategies for mental health.

Staff are linking learning in school to the United Nations Convention on Rights of Children (UNCRC) articles. The poster we use to highlight these is
attached to this Newsletter. Do take time to discuss these and what each statement means to your child and family.

To continue our drive on reading for pleasure, we will refresh our Reading Rewards, so don’t forget to read five times a week and send in your
record weekly. All classes are going to be ‘speed reading’ regularly and the teachers have planned exciting and quality extended writing
opportunities drawing on rich texts. The other key focus in Term 3 is to explore the way we are adapting the curriculum for pupils who need
additional support. Using new IT initiatives, we are encouraging independence and communication in innovative ways, and we look forward to
sharing examples with you through newsletters and workshops.

I’m sure that you will be aware of the constantly changing Government guidance regarding COVID19. I sent a letter from Julie Derrick to all parents
on Tuesday of this week detailing the up-to-date requirements and changes with the isolation period. This is now 7 days from the point of
symptoms or from the date of a positive test if asymptomatic, on condition of two negative lateral flow tests undertaken on days 6 and day 7 at
least 24 hours apart. We will continue to review arrangements in school to reflect guidance and may need to redeploy staff temporarily; but we are
keen to enable the full curriculum to be delivered in the most ‘normal’ way possible. Thank you for sanitising, wearing masks on site and continuing
to use Lateral Flow Testing to reduce the risk and spread of infection.

The deadline for making your application for a Reception place for September 2022 is Saturday 15 January 2022. Full details about online
applications, how places are offered, the appeals process and further information is available here:
https://www.rkent.gov.uk/primary_school_admissions#applications

Have a lovely weekend.
Steph Guthrie
Headteacher

https://www.rkent.gov.uk/primary_school_admissions#applications


Times Table Tip of the Week
Every multiplication has a twin, which may be easier to remember.
For example if you forget 8×2, you might remember 2×8=16. This way, you only have to remember 
half the table!

This is Me Fashion Show
Could all pupils bring in their oversized white T-shirt to school by Wednesday 12th January
in order to tie-dye them. T-shirts should be given to their class teacher in a named bag.
Thank you.

Respect
To coincide with our journey to become a Rights Respecting Gold School, this week we
would like you to discuss the term Respect.
What does the word mean to your family? How is it shown? Is it a feeling of deep
admiration for someone or something due to their abilities, qualities, achievements or role
in society; due regard for the feelings, wishes, or rights of others; when you show that
someone or something else is important or special; showing good manners; making visitors
feel welcome or finding ways of showing gratitude to those who help us.

Young Adventurers Programme
Thanks to those children in Years 5 and 6 that have already signed up to take part in the
Young Adventurers scheme. This scheme is a bespoke programme we are running as a Trust
but events scheduled such as the overnight camp out will be supported by Kings Hill staff
and activities planned will benefit all pupils. They will give them opportunities to overcome
fears and will build their own confidence and resilience. If you would like your child to take
part please do sign up via the Parent Mail form.

Requests
• We are in need of clean take away boxes with lids, if you have any please bring them to the office.

• All children need to have a warm coat in school everyday, please ensure this is named.

• Please can all children have winter PE kit in school from Monday.

Reading Challenge
This weeks reading challenge is to read a book somewhere in your house that you have never read
before. Upload a photo to your class dojo page. Which year group will have the weirdest or calmest
place to read?

After School Clubs
School run after school clubs start next week. Please sign your child up using the School Cloud
system.



Overview of Key Dates
Term 3 Term 4

11 January New Year R Parent Tour New Parents

12 January Oxfam Workshop Years 5 & 6

13 January Tie dying Sessions KS2 

17 January Kent Fire & Rescue Safety Workshops All

19 January Charity Day Yrs4,5&6

20 January Maths Parent Workshop – 9am Years R-2

20 January Tie dying Sessions KS1 

26 January Parent Lunch – 12:40pm Year 1

27 January Yr4 Bench Ball Competition at SST Invite Only 

2 February Whole School Fashion Show All 

3 February Times Table Competition Yrs3&4 Invite Only 

8 February Reading Parents Workshop – 9am Years 1 & 2

9 February Parent Lunch – 12:40pm Year 2

9 February Starfish Showcase – 2pm Year R

10 February End of Term Achievers Assembly – 2:30pm Invite Only

10 February PTA Film Night All 

11 February School Nursing Vision and NCMP Screening Years R-6

11 February Last Day of Term All 

21 February Staff Development Day – School Closed to Pupils All

22 February Term 4 Starts All

22 February –
24 February 

Art Party History Workshops All 

2 March Author Workshops / Book Signing Event KS2

2 March Parent Lunch – 12:40pm Year 3

3 March World Book Day – Children to come dressed as 
their favourite character 

All

3 March Scooter Training EYFS & Yr1

8 March FLC Appointments 3:40pm – 6:30pm All

9 March FLC Appointments 3:40pm – 6:30pm All

16 March Fantastic Fred Experience All

17 March Netball Competition Yrs5&6

18 March Red Nose Day All

22 March Team Building Afternoon at Bowles Year 5

23 March Jungle Workshops EYFS & Year 1

30 March Spring Concert Years 4, 5 & 6

31 March Last Day of Term All

1 April Staff Development Day – School Closed to Pupils All



% attendance in 
one school year

Number of day 
learning missed

100% 0 days missed

96% 1 week & 2 days 
missed

90% 3 weeks & 4 days 
missed

85% 5 weeks & 3 days 
missed

80% 7 weeks & 3 days 
missed

75% 9 weeks & 1 day 
missed

Attend & Achieve

Pupils with good attendance benefit from: 

• Continuity of learning 
• Maintaining friendships 

If children are not regularly attending school, they cannot learn and evidence shows a 
strong link between attendance and children progressing and reaching their full potential. 
The Educational Welfare Officer defines a child who has 90% attendance or below as a 
persistent absentee.

The winners this week are: 

1st Penguins 100%

Sharks 100%

3rd Stingrays 99%

4th Dolphins 98%

5th Starfish 96%

6th Seals 94%

7th Whales 93%

8th Turtles 92%

The Mental Health Support Team in our local area are running a competition for a
new logo. This is a new group of professionals working together from education and
healthcare backgrounds and so we would like a logo which represents people
working together in health and education to help children and young people with
their mental health and emotional wellbeing.

A range of formats are welcomed, including computer aided or hand-drawn
submissions, but these must be clear. If they are hand-drawn this may be handed
into the office who will scan them and email them across to the necessary
organisation.

The new logo will be included on the landing page of the Mental Health Support
Teams CoP (Community of Practice) workspace, welcome slides for CoP
events/webinars and will sit alongside organisational logos, e.g. NHS and
Department for Education so must be suitable for scaling up or down in size.
The winning logo will be revealed at the first CoP webinar in January 2022 so all
submissions need to be in by Thursday 20th January. They can be emailed across to
the office or physically handed in. By handing in your entry, you are agreeing to
your child’s first name and school being shared if they win.
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