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Dear Parents / Carers 

I love our school! The effort and enthusiasm with which everyone made World Book Day so meaningful and memorable for the children was really
fantastic, thank you! Special thanks go to Mr Martin (The Enormous Crocodile) who put together such high-quality activities through which the
children were able to immerse themselves in reading this week. I know you realise the power of books and the impact that adventurous and
imaginative worlds have on your children’s learning AND well-being! It is always so wonderful to stop and listen to un-interrupted genuine excited
discussion. This week we have all been reminded of the magical quality of books on children's lives. Books really do offer them more that any device
or toy can ever do. My favourite moment was seeing Kian from Starfish Class (dressed as Zog) sitting eating his lunch with a group of year 4,5 and 6
children all talking animatedly about the reading safari that they have been on earlier that morning. Priceless!

We welcomed Governors into school yesterday. Each Governor Visit Day has a focus linked to our whole school action plan. This visit looked at:
Reading for pleasure, Personal Development and Science. Special thanks go to Mrs Covey and Miss Harding for sharing such amazing leadership. It
was super to share and celebrate so many initiatives and strategies that we are using to support your child’s progress and achievement. The
challenging questions posed by the Governors really help our reflective practice. We are determined to constantly find ways to improve the school,
and this collaborative work drives us forward. Don’t forget to vote for the new Parent Governor you feel would best represent you on our Trust
Board, voting closes on 11th March.

Next week we are looking forward to sharing our child’s learning and achievements in the Family Learning Conferences. Please note that these
meetings will all take part in the school hall, and books will be available to see. The teachers will discuss attainment, progress and well-being with
you and plan next steps together.

The next PTA meeting is to be held on Tuesday 15th March at 6pm in school. Please do come along, everyone is really welcome. We are seeking
some new volunteers to join us. If you feel able to take on a committee role, help on occasions or just share ideas, we’d love to see you. If you
cannot attend but want to join form home, just let us know. Contact Sarah in the office or Nicola Hall or Jo Masson.

I was reading this week and came across this passage, I thought I would share. If you are having a difficult time and feel like a dark cloud is passing
over the sky, remember, you are the sky. You were there before the cloud. The cloud can’t exist without the sky, but the sky can exist without the
cloud.

Our thoughts go to any families affected by the terrible situation in Ukraine. Please see some guidance for support below.

Steph Guthrie
Headteacher



Times Table Tip of the Week
Stories are a great way of remembering facts and having adventures and the following book teaches
the times tables facts through fables. It is available through may different shops but also online for a
reasonable price. “Times Fables: Learn your times tables in as little as a week by J Wilson.”

Reading Tip of the Week
Based on Gianna Pollero’s reading workshop this week, we wanted to highlight that one reading into
writing tip could be choosing a setting, character and object you have read about but from 3 different
stories to write your own new adventure. Lots of the classes tried this on Wednesday and their were
some wonderful outcomes.

We also had the following feedback from the workshop too!

“My daughter really enjoyed her work with the Author that visited and is now full of
ideas to write her own book. She was grabbing note paper last night for little ideas that kept
popping up and is really keen to write her book using the 3 things she picked in the class. Is there
any way I can help to encourage this as she’s got such a love for writing and drawing.”

If your child is similar to this why not try getting a special new draft book for them to collate their
ideas in!

PTA Meeting
The next PTA meeting will be held on Tuesday 15th March at 6pm in school. Please come
along to discuss upcoming plans, fundraising goals and to help make decisions on future
spending. As you are aware our current Chair and Vice Chair, after their long service, will be
stepping down from their committee roles at the end of this academic year so we will be
looking for more people to join the core committee team. Can you help? Your voice counts.
We hope to see as many of you there as possible. If you cannot attend but are interested in
any role, please do contact the school office.

Parent Governor Election
Please don’t forget to send in your votes for our next Parent Governor. All votes need to be
in by Friday 11th March and must be emailed to clerk@viat.org.uk We will announce the
winning candidate the following week.

Scooter Training
Years R and 1 will now be taking part in Scooter training next Wednesday 9th March. Please
can you ensure that your child has a change of shoes (trainers) to wear for their session.

https://www.wob.com/en-gb/books/author/j-wilson
mailto:clerk@viat.org.uk


Word of the Week – Onomatopoeia
To coincide with our journey to become a Rights Respecting Gold School, this week we would
like you to discuss the term ‘Onomatopoeia’. What does the word mean to your family? How
is it shown?

Onomatopoeia is a figure of speech in which words evoke the actual sound of the thing they
refer to or describe. The “boom” of a firework exploding, the “tick tock” of a clock, and the

“ding dong” of a doorbell, sizzle and cuckcoo are all examples of onomatopoeia.

Governor Visit Day
The Board had a wonderful visit day with school yesterday, and were completely inspired by all
the wonderful costumes for World Book Day and really enjoyed speaking to the children about
their favourite books and what they loved about them.

We also look at science and personal development across the school and were delighted with
how eloquently the children spoke to us and they showed such pride and passion. A really lovely
visit day, and the board would like to extend huge thanks to all the staff, children and parents for
making us so welcome and sharing so openly.

Sign of the Week
We would like to encourage all children to practice our ‘sign of the week’ when 
communicating at home and at school.  This week it is ‘Book’.

Ukraine
If you are unsure of how to talk to your child about the conflict in Ukraine, here is a useful 
link.
https://reliefweb.int/report/ukraine/ukraine-5-ways-talk-children-about-conflict

Comic Relief 2022
Come to school dressed as your favorite Superhero! On Friday 18th March we will be fundraising for
Comic Relief. Check out our JustGiving page and please donate if you can. We will also have donation
buckets on the gate on the morning. Thank you!

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/valley-invicta-kings-
hill1?utm_source=Twitter&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=valley-invicta-kings-
hill1&utm_campaign=pfp-tweet&utm_term=2c9a3b0f348649b7aab588965dc80706

https://reliefweb.int/report/ukraine/ukraine-5-ways-talk-children-about-conflict
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/valley-invicta-kings-hill1?utm_source=Twitter&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=valley-invicta-kings-hill1&utm_campaign=pfp-tweet&utm_term=2c9a3b0f348649b7aab588965dc80706


Parent Questionnaire Feedback
Thank you to everyone who completed the online feedback form, we really due appreciate
your comments and will now start to work towards some of the areas for development. We
are pleased to say that 100% believe their child is making good progress and 92% of children
enjoy coming to school. Some of the highlights of the year so far include The Fashion Show,
being able to attend school to watch events and the KS2 Transition project. Over the coming
weeks we will share some of your lovely comments on the newsletter.

“The school has strong engagement with social media so that parents know what's happening
in all forms. The updates are quite instant and frequent.”

Fuel Support Scheme
We are pleased to inform you that the Fuel Costs Support Voucher scheme is now available to Kent
residents, in partnership with Green Doctors. The Coronavirus pandemic has caused significant
financial implications to families and individuals across the country. Financial recovery from the
pandemic will take some time. The funding from the Household Support Grant will support families
and individuals with vouchers that can be used with pre-payment meters to help towards their fuel
bills, and essential items throughout the coming winter months.

The pandemic has resulted in many people spending more time at home due to their situation,
whether continuing to work from home or losing their job during the pandemic, resulting in an
increase of fuel costs. The purpose of the grant is to support families and individuals with a fuel
voucher towards their energy bill to alleviate some of the financial pressure during this challenging
time.

Applicants can apply for up to three vouchers towards heating bills (must have a top-up meter) or
essential items such as boiler repairs, temporary heaters, thick curtains and blankets. For payments
towards heating bills, or high-cost support, such as boiler repairs, applicants may need to provide
proof of income. Any applicants must:

• be aged 16 or over 
• have a household income less than £30,000 
• have no savings or support from other sources 
• live in Kent (if they pay Council Tax to Medway Council, they’ll need to contact 

Medway’s Local Welfare Provision scheme). 
Should you require any further information please contact Tracy.Veasey@kent.gov.uk. 

KS2 SATs Meeting
All Year 6 parents are invited to attend a brief KS2 SATS meeting and update on Wednesday
16th March at 3.30pm. In this meeting we will discuss the expectations of each of the papers,
as well as an overview of how the KS2 SATS week will run, with details on our SATS breakfast
too. Please confirm your attendance via the ParentMail form and if you are unable to attend
a PowerPoint will be shared with you.

mailto:Tracy.Veasey@kent.gov.uk


Overview of Key Dates

Term 4

8 March FLC Appointments 3:40pm – 6:30pm All

9 March FLC Appointments 3:40pm – 6:00pm All

9 March Scooter Training EYFS & Yr1

11 March Pizza Making Session Year 3

15 March PTA Meeting – 6pm in School All 

16 March Fantastic Fred Travelling Roadshow All 

17 March Netball Competition Yrs5&6

18 March Red Nose Day – Dress as a Superhero! All

18 March ASD Parent Coffee Morning – 9:30am All 

22 March Team Building Afternoon at Bowles Year 5

23 March Parent Lunch – 12:40pm Year 3

23 March Jungle Workshops EYFS & Year 1

24 March Mother’s Day Event – 2:00pm All 

25 March Shakespeare Event at SST Year 5

30 March School Health Lancaster Questionnaires 

Session

Year 6

31 March Penguin Pals Day All

31 March PTA Easter Egg Hunt All 

31 March End of Term Achievers Assembly – 2:30pm Invite Only

31 March Last Day of Term All



% attendance in 

one school year

Number of day 

learning missed

100% 0 days missed

96% 1 week & 2 days 

missed

90% 3 weeks & 4 days 

missed
85% 5 weeks & 3 days 

missed
80% 7 weeks & 3 days 

missed
75% 9 weeks & 1 day 

missed

Attend & Achieve

Pupils with good attendance benefit from: 

• Continuity of learning 

• Maintaining friendships 

If children are not regularly attending school, they cannot learn and evidence shows a 

strong link between attendance and children progressing and reaching their full potential. 

The Educational Welfare Officer defines a child who has 90% attendance or below as a 

persistent absentee.

The winners this week are: 

1st Penguin 99%

Shark 99%

3rd Dolphin 97%

Stingray 97%

5th Seal 96%

6th Turtle 94%

7th Whale 93%

8th Starfish 92%


