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Dear Parents / Carers 
I am constantly reminded of how privileged I am to lead such an amazing school. This week alone has seen such creative and thought-
provoking work from the children. With a musical theme, here are some highlights!

In response to our Remarkable Writing Day organised by Mr Martin, the children listened to emotive pieces of classical music and
produced some excellent pieces and artwork too. In PE with Year 2 the children created a fantastic ‘Winter Dance’ from the Four
Seasons, with Oliver M able to recall so much about the composer Vivaldi, even down to birth dates and where he died. Not many of
us could do that! The Year 5 &6 choir wowed visiting families in the first of our Open Days, and Mrs Walls and Mrs Covey ran an
composition event yesterday afternoon. The children were buzzing about this.

Thank you for attending the ‘Meet the Teacher’ event this week if you were able to. Our Showcase Supper on 14th October will give
you another opportunity to walk the whole school, listen to the choir and share food together too. We also intend to use this event
to bring attention and action to our school community around climate change. This is clearly very important to the children, who
really do want to transform our world as campaigners and contribute in some way to the 2021 United Nations Climate Change
Conference (COP26) this Autumn. The work they do with Oxfam is so powerful in educating them about this. As Luca said to me this
week, there is no Planet B, it’s up to us to make real change happen.” So, we have a small request for our Family Homework this
term…

Please will you make a simple poster to highlight some small commitment by your family to climate change. Please can you use
recycled materials like cardboard for this, no glitter or stickers, and bring it with you to the Showcase Supper. We will display these
and share our ideas together. Please do send in if you cannot attend on the 14th. Ideas might be, recycling, walking to school, eating
less meat, using the charity shop, taking bags when shopping, buying a wooden toothbrush etc.

Thank you and have a wonderful weekend.

Steph Guthrie
Headteacher



Showcase Supper
Please come along to our Showcase Supper on Thursday 14th October. This free event
will give you an opportunity to walk the school, listen to the new school choir and to
sample the range of dishes available to the children in the winter menu and will cater
for vegetarians and vegans. Please ensure you sign up on Parentmail to let us know
how many will be attending.

Community Collaboration Day
We would like to arrange a Community Collaboration day on a Saturday morning in
November. If you think this is a good idea, please tell your class rep so that Mrs Guthrie
can get an indication of interest at the Parent Forum next week. We will provide
breakfast and will have a list of creative projects for families to get involved in,
including gardening, odd jobs and craft activities.

Sponsor a Planter
We would like to say a huge THANK YOU to all the businesses and families that have
offered to sponsor a planter for us, we are overwhelmed by your kindness and can’t
wait to see them in full bloom!

Year 4 Trip to Samphire Hoe
On Thursday, Year 4 travelled to Samphire Hoe in Dover for Science and Art workshops. This
piece of land was created when digging the Channel Tunnel from the clay and earth removed
to form the structure. We spent the morning closely observing fossils and shells found on the
site and creating scientific drawings. We then went for a walk along the sea wall and drew
the landscape. In the afternoon, we completed various scientific observations such as using
an anemometer to measure wind speed, creating smelly pots from the plants and using
classification keys to identify invertebrates. Everyone had such a wonderful time, despite the
gale force wind!

World Mental Health Day – Wear Yellow
We want to see a world where no young person feels alone with their mental health.
#HelloYellow on Friday 8th October is an opportunity to show every young person at our
school that they’re not alone, that they are valued, and they matter. We would like to
invite all children to come to school dressed in something yellow, this should replace that
item of uniform, for example a yellow jumper with normal school uniform. We will be
asking for a donation of £2 to go to Young Minds.



PTA Halloween Disco
Come along to our spooktacular Halloween Disco on Friday the 22nd
October after school. 3.20-4.30pm for EYFS and KS1 and 4.45-6.00pm
for KS2. Halloween fancy dress is optional but encouraged. There will
be spooky prizes for best dressed and best dancers! You can purchase
your tickets online now at www.pta-events/vipspta £5 and the disco
includes unlimited water/squash, donut, crisps and a small bag of
sweets. Children will not need any cash at the event itself. VIPS PTA

Parent Lunches
We are very excited to begin the first of our school lunch dates on Wednesday 10th

November for Year R. It is a lovely opportunity to try food from our caterers Cucina as well as
having a pleasant lunch with your child and their class. Full details on how to sign up will be
sent out in the coming week.

Parent Forum
Our first parent forum will be held on Tuesday 5th October. Please send in your Class
rep names and email addresses to the school office and a Teams invite will be sent out.
Thank you.

Reading Tip of the Week
Sometimes finding a book that your child enjoys reading can be tricky. This book finder on
the book trust website has some brilliant ideas based on what your child’s likes and interests
as well as their age. It shows which age the book is aimed at which is a very helpful guide.
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/bookfinder/

Ambitions Workshop
Having gained valuable feedback from parents about our current Personal
Development provisions, we have got an exciting new Ambition Project to launch in
Years 4, 5 and 6. This project will start on the first day back with pupils taking part in an
Enterprise Day. Further information about our exciting new adventure will be shared
with parents from Years 4, 5 and 6 on Thursday 4th November from 5pm. This will take
place in the school hall. More information will be sent via Parent Mail.

Harvest Assembly
We will be having our Harvest Assembly next Wednesday 6th October for our Year r and 1
parents, however we would appreciate donations from our whole school community of any
non perishable items to be shared with the local food bank. Please can any donations be
brought in and placed on the table in the hall. Thank you!

http://www.pta-events/vipspta
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/bookfinder/


SVLT Update
From Term 2 we are going to be introducing a new and exciting initiative to encourage
everybody in school to read at home. This will be called Our Remarkable Reading
Reward. This is how it will work…

Every Thursday your son or daughter will need to bring in their reading record book signed
by an adult to show they have read 5 times in the last week. If you child has read five times
and it has been signed by an adult, they will get a raffle ticket which they will add to a class
jar. This jar will be taken to our celebration assembly every Thursday where a name will be
pulled out. They will get to choose a prize from a selection of prizes that the SVLT have
chosen. These prizes will be on display all week so that the children can see them and can
decide what they would like to choose if they win. We hope this will motivate them to read
at home. At the end of every week all of the raffle tickets from the school will be added to a
large jar. Children who attend Penguin Class will be counted within their Year Group. At the
end of each term a name will be chosen and an amazing and special large prize will be won
by this child. We will then start this all over again for the next term.

It will be really important that as the adult you sign the reading record book to show us that
your child has read 5 times. This does not have to be on 5 different days but does have to
be on 5 different occasions. If it is not signed by an adult or your child does not have their
reading record book then we will not be able to give a raffle ticket.

The children do not have to just read their school book- they can read books from home,
magazines, blogs or any other reading material they enjoy.

Welcome to the Team
We are very excited to welcome Miss Broad to our Penguin class teaching team. She is very
experienced having worked at previous specialist resource provisions and she can’t wait to
meet all of our Penguin class families.

Donations Wanted!
Year 4 need as many toilet roll tubes as possible for constructing Roman Aqueducts next
Friday, if you can collect any between now and then and send them in would be very much
appreciated.

Thank you!
Thank you from Mrs Guthrie’s Son, Finn, he has already reached his goal
of raising £2,500 and is hoping to buy roll out mattresses for siblings
staying at Abigail’s Centre in Medway Hospital in addition to the cold cot.



Overview of Key Dates Term Dates
Autumn Term - Term 1
Friday 22 October 2021 End of Term 1
Monday 25 – Friday 29 October 2021 Half Term

Autumn Term – Term 2
Monday 1 November 2021 Staff Development Day
Tuesday 2 November 2021 Staff Development Day
Wednesday 3 November 2021 Start of Term 2
Friday 17 December 2021 End of Term 2
Monday 20 December 2021 – Monday 3 January 2022 Christmas Holidays

Spring Term – Term 3
Tuesday 4 January 2022 Staff Development Day
Wednesday 5 January 2022 Start of Term 3
Friday 11 February 2022 End of Term 3
Monday 14 – Friday 18 February 2022 Half Term

Spring Term – Term 4
Monday 21 February 2022 Staff Development Day
Tuesday 22 February 2022 Start of Term 4
Thursday 31 March 2022 End of Term 4
Friday 1 April 2022 Staff Development Day
Monday 4 April 2022 – Monday 18 April 2022 Easter Holidays

Summer Term – Term 5
Monday 18 April 2022 Easter Monday Bank Holiday
Tuesday 19 April 2022 Start of Term 5
Monday 2 May 2022 Bank Holiday
Friday 27 May 2022 End of Term 5
Monday 30 May 2022 – Friday 3 June 2022 Half Term

Summer Term – Term 6
Monday 6 June 2022 Start of Term 6
Friday 17 June 2022 Staff Development Day
Friday 15 July 2022 End of Term 6

Term 1 

6 October Harvest Assembly Years 1 & 2

6 October Stay & Play Event 10am Year R

7 October  New Year R 2022 Parent Tour 9:30am New parents

8 October Mental Health Day - Wear Yellow to School for Young 
Minds

All 

14 October Space Workshop Year 1 & 2

14 October Whole School Showcase Supper All

14 October Restart a Heart Workshop Year 6

19 October New Year R 2022 Parent Tour 9:00am New parents 

21 October Kent Test Results to Parents Year 6

22 October Flu Immunisations All

Term 2

1&2 November Staff Development Day – School Closed to all Pupils All

3 November Start of Term 2 All

4 November Individual and Sibling Photographs All

4 November Aspirations Parent Workshop Years 4, 5 & 6

10 November Parent Lunch Year R
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