
PROCEDURE FOR ENTRY TO SECONDARY 
SCHOOL (PESE) & THE KENT TEST

 Preparation for the next stage in your child’s education.

 Secondary Transfer September 2023 and 2024

A Parent Presentation May 2022



Applying for a secondary school place
 The KCC website will be available from 1st September 2022 and applications 

for starting secondary school in 2023 will close on 31st October 2022.

 For current year 4 pupils starting secondary in 2024, the dates for 
applications will be published in Spring 2023.

 The link to the secondary admissions website is:

www.kent.gov.uk/ola

 You can name up to FOUR schools in order of your preference.

 Do use all your options, even if you have a strong preference, or you have a 
sibling already at the school.

http://www.kent.gov.uk/ola


Key Dates for 2023 entry
 If your child has taken the Kent Test – assessment decisions are shared with 

parents on 18th October 2022.

 National closing date for secondary applications is Monday 31st

October 2022.

 Parents and children then have TWO WEEKS to make an informed decision 
regarding preferences on the online SCARF form.

 National offer Day this year will be Wednesday 1st March 2023.

If your child in in Year 4, start to familiarise yourself with school websites, 
Newsletters, Ofsted Reports and seek other parent’s viewpoints. 



Key Scheme Dates for pupils starting 
secondary in September 2023



Key date continued for entry 2023



Find out about a school
https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/school-places/choosing-a-school

https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/school-places/choosing-a-school


SCARF online Admission form - complete by 
31st October 2022.

COMPLETE ALL FOUR PREFERENCES AVAILABLE 



Admission Criteria for Kent Schools

 Check the ranking of the criteria for the schools you are interested in. Examples of 
criteria are:

• Children in local authority care

• Pupils with an Educational Health Care Plan  

• Sibling links

• Distance

• Medical / disability needs

• Pupils who qualify for the Pupil Premium Funding

• Entrance Score (Kent Test)

• Scholarship



What do the figures look like?
 Practically, a child needs to get around 78% right overall to be accepted into Grammar 

School but with no individual score below around 76%. This means that your child must be 
good across the board. 

 Around half of all the pupils who take the Kent Test, pass it.

 When you receive your child’s results you will see 3 different marks, maths, reading and 
reasoning, They need to aim for 110+ in each one so that they have an aggregate of 330 – but 
this aggregate changes year on year and the Grammar pass mark has been 340+. 

 A total of 14,574 children, or almost 80%, will be offered a place at their number one school .

 KCC says more than 95% of pupils will receive an offer from one of their four preferred 
schools.

 Meanwhile, the number of children who were not offered a place at any of their preferred 
options increased by five to 850 in 2021. They were allocated a place by KCC at an 
alternative school.

If your child is currently in Year 4, do look at supporting your child’s weakest subject to 
ensure that they have the best chance of success if they want to take the Kent Test.



The Kent Test (11+)

 Your child does not need to take the Kent test unless you (and your child) are 
interested in naming a grammar school in your application. 

There are three tests: 

➢ Maths (30 minutes) 

➢ English (30 minutes). 

➢ Reasoning (approx. 1 hour) 

➢ There is also a writing task (40 minutes) 

 The children take ALL the assessments on Thursday 8th September 2022. 

The school will support children through the test but… 

 Cannot coach children for the test. 

 Registration for the Kent Test opens on Wednesday 1st June 2022 and closes on  
Friday 1st July 2022. 

 Register online at www.kent.gov.uk/ola

http://www.kent.gov.uk/ola


Children with an EHCP

 Pupils with an Education, Health and Care Plan do not apply to schools for a 
place through the main round admissions process. 

 Any application received for a child with an EHCP will be referred directly to 
Kent County Council’s Special Educational Needs Services (SEN), who must 
have regard to Schedule 27 of the Education Act 1996 " the LA must name the 
maintained school that is preferred by parents providing that: 

 the school is suitable for the child's age, ability and aptitude and the special 
educational needs 

 the child's attendance is not incompatible with the efficient education of 
other children in the school, and 

 the placement is an efficient use of the LA's resources" 



Should my child sit the Kent Test?

 The Kent Test assesses cognitive ability of the complete KS2 curriculum in 
English and maths including Year 6, even though your child will take the test in 
early September.

 It is important to consider your child’s potential ahead of time.

 If your child is currently in Year 4, what support they may need in order to 
be ready for the assessments if you wish them to take the Kent Test next 
year.

 We are happy to discuss whether a grammar school may be the right place for 
your child  / where will they may be happier / more confident and more likely 
to succeed? 

 The Year 5 pupils  will be undertaking Cognitive Ability Tests (CATs) this week or 
next week. The results will be shared with you. This will give an indication how 
likely your child is to perform if they take the Kent Test. 



Special arrangements for pupils with an 
additional need in the Kent Test (11+)
 If your child has a disability or special educational need that may affect the 

way they access the test, you need to discuss this with Mrs Siobhan Walls. 

 Any access arrangements must be made by the school by the end of April 2022. 

 If your child has an EHCP your child will automatically have an additional 25% 
time to complete assessments.

 If your child has a need that may affect the way they access the test eg English 
is not their first language or they have Dyslexia, the school will apply for 
adaptations.

 When you register your child for the Kent Test online, you will need to confirm 
if you have discussed a request for access arrangements with the school. 

If your child in in Year 4 and you feel that they need access arrangements do 
talk to us.



Maths and English tests 
 The tests are multiple-choice with a separate answer sheet; they are marked 

by an automated marking machine. 

 The first test will be an English and Maths paper and will take approximately 
an hour, one subject followed by the other – 30 mins for each paper. 

 Each section will involve a 5 minute practice exercise followed by 25 minute 
test.

 The English section will involve comprehension exercise as well as some 
additional questions designed to test English skills. 

 Each paper is marked based on the number of questions correct and this 
provides a ‘raw score’. 

 These raw scores are then standardised. This means that the scores are 
weighted to reflect the child’s age at the time of taking the test and the 
number of pupils taking the Test overall that year.

If your child is in Year 4 do begin to familiarise them with question types 
and working to answer questions in a time frame.



Egs of Maths questions



Egs of English questions



The reasoning Papers

 The second test will be a reasoning paper. 

 It will take about 1 hour ALTOGETHER, including the practice sections 

and questions of different types. 

 It will contain a verbal reasoning section and a non- verbal reasoning section 
of roughly the same length. 

 The non-verbal reasoning will be split into shorter sections, administered and 
timed individually. 

If your child is in Year 4, remember these questions are not usually covered 
within the National Curriculum, and will need to be familiar (and have an 
aptitude) for some of these question types.



Egs of questions: verbal reasoning 



Examples of Qus: spatial reasoning 



Egs of Qus: Non-verbal reasoning



Egs of Qus: Non-verbal reasoning



The Writing Task

 There will also be a writing exercise which will not be marked but may be 
used by the local Headteacher panel as part of the assessment process. 

 40 minutes will be allowed for the writing task, including 10 minutes planning 
time. 

 The quality of the child’s writing is viewed as a key factor when Headteacher 
panels assess a child’s suitability for a grammar placement. 

Do think of subjects for your child to write about for 30-40 minutes.

Do start to use a planning format. Knowing how to answer a question eg:

The Day Trip · Power · The Broken Window · The Abandoned House · Lost Boy 
· The Voice in the Darkness · The Garden · Sleeping ...

Learning how to plan is an excellent skill to have for any future assessment.



Well-being Programme
 PESE UNWIND Session 

 On Wednesday 7th September 2022, Year 6 will be given an hour UNWIND 
session focusing on mediation, yoga and mindfulness, calming and chilling all 
the pupils out the day before. 

 On Thursday 8th September 200 Year 6 students taking part in the Kent Test 
will be provided with a healthy breakfast at 8.15am. 

 Children will be given cereals, toast, yoghurts and fruit and will enjoy chatting 
and unwinding before the day begins. 

 We have used these strategies in the past and feel these set the children up for 
the day! 

 Children NOT taking the Kent Test will be given year 6 work in the Year 5 class.

 The assessments will take place in the classroom. There MAY BE an external 
invigilator present on the day in addition to Mr Littleton and Mrs Covey. 



Results Day – 18th October 2022 
 You will receive an email or a letter saying that your child has: 

 Been assessed as suitable for a grammar school placement (G). 

 Been assessed as suitable for a High school placement (H). 

 Please do not ask us to give you your child’s results. We can only discuss them 
following the day. 

 ➢ If your child was not tested or was assessed as suitable for a Kent grammar 
school. You can still apply for a Kent grammar school but your application will 
be turned down.
➢ You will then have the right to appeal to explain why
you think grammar school is a suitable option for your child.
➢ This ’Parental Appeal’ normally takes place between March and May each 
year. 



Headteacher Appeal Process
 If a child does not meet the threshold in the Kent Test, there is still the 

Headteacher Appeal process. 

 Kent will still allow for a ‘Headteacher Appeal’ if a child is not successful in 
the Kent Test but was expected to be. 

 The school will only appeal for a place where we feel that there is sufficient 
evidence to support a grammar placement. 

 The Headteacher Appeal process takes place prior to ‘Results Day’ . 

 We are not allowed to let you know if we are appealing for your child. 

Work in books and prior assessments is vital in the Appeal process.
The attendance, standard of work and homework ALL counts towards 

evidence for a Headteacher Appeal.



Parent Appeals

 If a child is awarded a school that they are not happy with, parents are able 
to appeal for a place at their preferred school. 

 information to help with this will be sent out with the offer letter on 1st 
March 2023. 

 The process will be a little different depending on an individual school's 
admission criteria or whether you are also going through the Kent Test appeals 
process, but here are some of the options open to families who have been left 
disappointed with the news:



What Can I do to help

 Be realistic - different schools suit different children. 

 Visit the secondary schools with your child. Secondary schools advertise their 
open days/mornings/afternoons on their websites. 

 Involve your child in the decision making process. 

 Try to avoid placing pressure on your child - too many feel that they have 
'failed' if they do not meet the threshold. 

 Remember that we are here to help. 

If your child is in Year 4, take opportunities to enter competitions, visit events, 
Make links with other known pupils at a particular school.





Resources
 Kent Test Familiarisation Booklet 

 GL Assessment Familiarisation Materials 

 CPG materials 

 ElevenPlusExams

 https://www.kent.gov.uk/

 https://11plus.gl-assessment.co.uk/

 https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/

 https://exampapersplus.co.uk/

None of these links constitute an endorsement by the school or by any 
individual. 

https://www.kent.gov.uk/
https://11plus.gl-assessment.co.uk/
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/
https://exampapersplus.co.uk/


Places Offered
This year our Year 6 students have been offered places at the following secondary schools

Hadlow Community School x2

Hayesbrook School x1

Hillview School for Girls x1

Holemsdale School x2

Hugh Christie School x1

Invicta Grammar School x6

Maidstone Grammar School x4

Malling School x5

Mascalls Academy x2

Weald of Kent Grammar School x3

Wrotham School x1



Phones and Smart Watches

 It is essential that if your child brings a phone or smart watch to school THEY 
HAND THIS IN TOO THE CLASS TEACHER.

 Children will be checked to see that they are NOT wearing a smart watch 
during assessments, but there will be clarity on timing for the children with 
clocks and timings given to the children and on view.
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