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Challenge 1 – Times tables 
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Challenge 2 – Arithmetic and problem solving
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Solving two-step word problems 

 

               
 £8   £15 
Rosie buys a pair of sandals and a pair of trainers.   

How much change does she get from £30? 

 

 

 

Use this space to do your working. 

Step 1 

Rosie buys sandals and trainers.  Add together the price of each. 

Step 2 

The question asks how much change does she get.  This is asking you to find the 
difference = subtract.  Subtract the answer for step 1 from £30.   

This is the answer to the question. 

RUCSAC 

R = read the question 

U = underline important information (in some versions U = understand) 

C = what calculations do I need to do? 

S = solve the sums 

A = answer the question (and make sure I’m using the right measuring units in the answer) 

C = check my answer 
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Have a go at these two-step word problems.  Remember to use RUCSAC to help you. 

1. Jane had 34 Smarties and 16 M&Ms. Kevin ate 21 of her sweets. How many sweets 
does Jane have left? 

 
2. Claire put 130g sugar, 2 eggs and 100g flour into a mixture. If the mixture now 

weighs 290g, how much did the eggs weigh? 
 

3. Elly owes Chris £27. Emily owes Elly £13 and Emma owes Elly £35. How much will 
Elly have when all debts are settled? 

 
4. Jenny gave Sally a bunch of flowers containing roses, carnations and tulips.  There 

were 36 flowers altogether. If 12 were roses and 15 were carnations, how many were 
tulips? 

 
5. Toni had £1.29, then bought an ice cream for 67p and a comic for 35p. How much 

has she left? 
 

6. James needs two lengths of ribbon: one needs to be 56 cm long, the other 67 cm 
long. How much ribbon will be left if he buys 250cm of ribbon? 

 
7. Kelly buys a book for £1.26 and a comic for £2.09. How much change does she get 

from a £5 note? 
 

8. I swam for 50 minutes, had a break, then swam for another 30 minutes. If I wanted to 
swim for 120 minutes in total, how much longer do I have to swim for? 

 

 

Challenge 3 – English 

Handwriting task – see class dojo for today’s task. 

Mini invent – Journey to Jo’Burg 

Today’s writing task focuses on Naledi’s thoughts as she arrives at the big house where her mother 
works.  Describe the house from Naledi’s perspective.  Remember, she has never seen such a house 
before as she lives in a tiny village and only white people were allowed to live in these houses.  Use 
your imagination to describe the rooms she sees.  How different is the house from the tiny room at 
the back of the garden where her mother sleeps? 

Naledi notices that her mother uses different cups for her and Tiro taken from a different cupboard 
to the one where the sparkling crockery and glasses are kept.  Naledi is starting to realise that black 
and white people are being treated differently to each other. 

This is an opportunity to use lots of descriptive language.  I have put some ideas in the green box. 
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Paragraph 1: description of the outside of the house and the main rooms – hall, living room etc. 

Paragraph 2: description of the kitchen and Mma’s room.  Naledi wonders why Mma’s living area is 
different. 

 
Mini - invent checklist: 
Does your writing make sense and is it interesting to read? 
Have you kept the tense the same throughout? 
Have you used as many words as you can from the vocabulary idea box below? 
Have you described the rooms in detail, using adjectives and adverbs? 
Have you used capital letters, commas and full stops correctly? 
Can you include any additional punctuation : brackets, exclamation marks? 
Have you used a variety of sentence starters - think ISPACE? 
Have you included a variety of sentence types:  simple (main clause only), compound (two main 
clauses joined by a co-ordinating conjunction  - FANBOYS) and complex (main clause and subordinate 
clause joined by a subordinating conjunction  - I SAW A WABUB)? 
Have you written two paragraphs, each containing at least 7 lines? 
 
Vocabulary idea box: 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

mansion                     vast             velvety                springy  uneven 

gritty                         glimpse                   scan               gaze  pristine 

spotless                delicate               tatty              dingy              uneasy 

overwhelmed                      unforgettable                      intense              fleeting 

floated               draped                porcelain                 depressing           vivid 
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Idea for how to begin your writing… 

Stepping up through the large iron gate, I observed the large house, pale pink as icing, standing 
smartly at the end of a neat lawn.  A stone path stretched to the imposing wooden front door, so tall 
that I had to stand on tiptoes to reach the knocker.  Entering the house, awestruck, my senses 
became aware the fresh scent of recently polished wood.  Far at the end of the long, spotless 
hallway, I caught a glimpse of comfy sofas and a low, glass table.  The living room was like a photo 
from a magazine.  

 

 


