
 
Year 3 Home learning during school closure 

 29th June 2020 
 
Welcome back Seals, I hope you had a restful weekend. 

This week’s learning:  

Maths:  

Please complete the times tables and have a go at the arithmetic each day. Aim to spend about 5-10 
minutes on times tables and up to an hour on the other questions if you can. After trying the 
arithmetic you should then move onto the reasoning questions – this week we will be looking at 2D 
and 3D shapes. Please do not worry if you cannot complete all of the questions within an hour. 

English:  

We are continuing with our non-fiction unit in English and will be looking at writing another 
explanation text.  

Monday: please attempt the first 10 comprehension questions, using a quote where requested. You 
could then answer the three blue star challenge questions as an extra challenge. On Tuesday, please 
read through all the slides and attempt to answer the questions on each slide. You should also 
complete the practise exercises. On Wednesday and Thursday this week, we will be designing our 
own inventions and then writing an explanation of how they work. Friday will then be time for you 
to look at the new spelling rule for the week. 

Don’t forget to read every day and complete your quizzes on Accelerated Reader. 

Hope you have a wonderful week!  

Miss Sedgwick x 
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Challenge 1 – Times tables 
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Challenge 2 – Arithmetic/Problem Solving 
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Challenge 3 – RIC 

How to Fly a Hot Air Balloon 
 

Imagine a contraption, so exhilarating, adrenaline will pump through your veins, so unusual, 
people will stop and stare, so easy to use, that this simple explanation will be enough to 
teach you how to control it; this is a hot air balloon. A brand new invention to town, which 
simply cannot be missed! Have you ever wondered what it would be like to travel up high in 
the sky? Would you like to experience the wind in your hair as you glide through the sky like 
a bird? Then, read this explanation text and find out all about how simple they are to fly!  

Interesting Facts 

Hot air balloons can fly to amazing heights - the world record is over 21,000 metres (68,900 
feet). It’s tough to breathe up there, therefore oxygen is needed from around 5,000 metres 
(16,400 feet). In contrast to the cold temperatures of the skies, the temperature inside a hot 
air balloon is usually kept just below 120 degrees Celsius (248 Fahrenheit). A hot air balloon 
consists of a basket, four big gas tanks, a burner and the balloon (or envelope, as it is 
sometimes called). 

The Process of Flight  

Firstly, the pilot puts four nylon poles into sockets on top of the basket.  Then, she carefully 
places the burner on top of the poles.  Next, she connects the cables to the burner frame - 
the cables also go under the basket in order to hold everything together. 
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After this, she connects the hoses from the full gas tanks to the burner – this allows it to be 
tested. 

Next, two people hold the mouth of the balloon open (it takes two people because of its 
large size) while it is filled with cold air from the fan. This is done until it is quite rounded 
and stretched. 

Now for the difficult bit. The pilot lies on the ground (half in the basket).  Cautiously, she 
turns on the gas burner and points the flame into the ‘mouth’ of the balloon – this is a very 
dangerous part so it must be done accurately.  As a result of the heat entering the balloon, it 
slowly stands up. 

When the pilot is ready to go, standing in the basket, she heats up the air in the balloon a bit 
more: the air in the balloon therefore becomes hot enough to get the balloon to rise off the 
ground. The pilot controls how high the balloon elevates by increasing or decreasing the 
pressure of the flames.  
 
When ready to land, the pilot gradually reduces the flames. This causes the balloon to 
deflate and eventually it reaches ground once more.  
 
 
Is it for you? 
Are you excited? Do you feel like you could have a go? If you are fascinated by escalating 
heights, if you have seen yourself as a bit of a daredevil; then why not have a go yourself at 
flying a hot air balloon (under 18’s must be accompanied by an adult).   
 
 
Questions 
 

1. What is the world record for the highest flying hot air balloon? 
2. According to the text, what 4 parts make up a hot air balloon? 
3. The text states that “the temperature inside a hot air balloon is usually kept just 

below 120 degrees Celsius”. Why do you think that the temperature inside a hot air 
balloon is so hot? 

4. Find and copy four different time conjunctions from the text. 
5. What is the first step in flying a hot air balloon? 
6. Why does it take two people to hold open the mouth of the balloon? Use a quote 

from the text to support your answer. 
7. Find and copy two adverbs from the text. 
8. What causes the balloon to lift off of the ground? 
9. If the pilot of the balloon wants to change how high up or low down the balloon flies, 

what do they need to do? 
10.  Explain in your own words how a pilot lands a hot air balloon. 
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Blue Star Challenge 
 
11.  Why has the author chosen to use subheadings? 

12.  What type of question has been used in the final paragraph? 
13. In the sentence “The pilot lies on the ground (half in the basket).” Why do you think 

the author has put some of the information inside brackets? 
 


