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Welcome back Seals, I hope you had a restful weekend. 

This week’s learning:  

Maths:  

Please complete the times tables and have a go at the arithmetic each day. Aim to spend about 5-10 
minutes on times tables and up to an hour on the other questions if you can. After trying the 
arithmetic you should then move onto the reasoning questions – this week we will be looking at the 
properties of shapes, including horizontal, vertical, parallel and perpendicular lines. Please do not 
worry if you cannot complete all of the questions within an hour. 

English:  

We are now moving on to our non-fiction unit in English and will be looking at writing an explanation 
text over the next fortnight.  

Monday: please attempt the first 10 comprehension questions, using a quote where requested. You 
could then answer the three blue star challenge questions as an extra challenge. On Tuesday, please 
read through all the slides and attempt to answer the questions on each slide. You should also 
complete the practise exercises. On Wednesday and Thursday this week, we will be drawing upon 
our science knowledge and focussing on writing an explanation text to tell a reader how to grow a 
plant. Friday will then be time for you to look at the new spelling rule for the week. 

Don’t forget to read every day and complete your quizzes on Accelerated Reader. 

Hope you have a wonderful week!  

Miss Sedgwick x 
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Challenge 1 – Times tables 
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Challenge 2 – Arithmetic/Problem Solving 
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Challenge 3 – RIC 

The Water Cycle 
 

Pour yourself a glass of water and take a sip. Did 
you know that the water you've just swallowed is 
the same water that woolly mammoths, King 
Tutankhamun and the first humans drank? 
That's because Earth has been recycling water 
for over 4 billion years! The world's water 
moves between lakes, rivers, oceans, the atmosphere and the land in an ongoing cycle 
called - you guessed it - the water cycle. As it goes through this continuous system, it 
can be a liquid (water), a gas (vapour) or a solid (ice). 

 

It begins as the energy from the sun heats up the surface of the Earth, which causes 
the temperature of the water in our rivers, lakes and oceans to rise. When this 
happens, some of the water 'evaporates' into the air, turning into a gas called 'vapour'. 
Plants and trees also lose water to the atmosphere through their leaves. This process is 
known as 'transpiration'.  

 

As water vapour rises up high into the sky, it cools and turns back into a liquid, forming 
clouds. This process is called 'condensation'. Currents high up in the air move these 

clouds around the globe. When too 
much water has condensed, the water 
droplets in the clouds become too big 
and heavy for the air to hold them. So 
they fall back down to Earth as rain, 
snow, hail or sleet, a process known as 
'precipitation'.   

 

The fallen precipitation is then 
'collected' in bodies of water - such as 
rivers, lakes and oceans - from where A diagram showing the water cycle. 

 

Did you know? 

Water trapped in glaciers and ice 
caps can be millions of years old. It 

is the purest water on Earth. 
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it will eventually evaporate back into the air, beginning the cycle all over again. How it is 
collected, depends on where it lands...Some will fall directly into lakes, rivers or the 
sea, from where it will evaporate and begin the cycle all over again. If the water falls 
on vegetation, it may evaporate from leaves back into the air, or trickle down to the 
ground where it can be absorbed. Some of this water may then be taken up by the plant 
roots in the earth. In cold climates, the precipitation can build up on land as snow, ice 
or glaciers. If temperatures rise, the ice will melt to liquid water and then soak into 
the ground, or flow into rivers or the ocean. Water that reaches land directly may flow 
across the ground and collect in the oceans, rivers or lakes. This water is called 
'surface run-off'. Some of the precipitation will instead soak (or 'infiltrate') into the 
soil, from where it will slowly move through the ground until eventually reaching a river 
or the ocean.  

Wherever it lands, the process will begin again. Therefore, the next time that you have 
a drink of water or lounge in the bath, you may be drinking or bathing in the same water 
as the dinosaurs were 4 million years ago!  

 

Questions 

1. Where can the purest water on Earth be found? 
2. How long has the Earth been recycling water for? 
3. In the phrase “As it goes through this continuous system”, what does the word 

‘continuous’ mean? Can you think of a synonym? 
4. What is water called when it is a solid? 
5. What causes the water cycle to begin? 
6. Summarise in your own words the process called ‘transpiration’.  
7. What happens when too much water has condensed in the air? 
8. In paragraph 3, find and copy a synonym for the word ‘Earth’. 
9. List 3 bodies of water mentioned in the text that the fallen rain is collected in. 
10. In cold climates, what can happen to the precipitation? 

 

 

Blue Star Challenge 

11. Write a new title for this explanation text using a question. 
12. The author has written this text in time order. What is the correct English term for 

this? 
13. Why do you think the author has chosen to write certain words in the text in bold? 

 


