
 
Year 3 Home learning during school closure 

 11th May 2020 
 
Welcome back Seals, I hope you all had a great weekend and enjoyed the bank holiday! 

This week’s learning:  

Maths:  

Please complete the times tables and have a go at the arithmetic each day. Aim to spend about 5-10 
minutes on times tables and up to an hour on the other questions if you can. After trying the 
arithmetic you should then move onto the reasoning questions – this week we will be looking at 
money.  

You may wish to use these videos to help your understanding of money. 

Monday – converting pounds to pence - https://player.vimeo.com/video/413284193  

Tuesday – adding money - https://player.vimeo.com/video/413284531   

Wednesday – subtracting money - https://player.vimeo.com/video/413284717   

English:  

Our English writing work (except Tuesday) is based around our humanities topic, the Carnival in Rio 
de Janeiro. The last 2 weeks of term will focus on non-fiction and this week we will be writing 
persuasive letters. 

Monday: please attempt the first 10 comprehension questions, using a quote where requested. You 
could then answer the three blue star challenge questions as an extra challenge. On Tuesday, please 
read through all the slides and attempt to answer the questions on each slide. You should also 
complete the practise exercises. On Wednesday and Thursday you will be writing your own 
persuasive letter. Please use your best handwriting and check your writing to ensure your sentences 
make sense, you have spelt expected words correctly and have included correct punctuation. Feel 
free to magpie ideas from my modelled example and make sure you follow the correct layout for a 
formal letter. Please make sure that you go back through and edit your work afterwards, paying 
particular attention to capital letters, spelling and punctuation. Aim to spend about an hour on your 
English each day if you can, therefore the entire piece of writing (including planning) should take you 
around 2 hours.  

Don’t forget to read every day and complete your quizzes on Accelerated Reader.  

I am always there on Dojo to help with anything. 

Hope you have a wonderful week!  

Miss Sedgwick x 
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Challenge 1 – Times tables 
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Challenge 2 – Arithmetic/Problem Solving 
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Challenge 3 – RIC 

5 Rainbow Drive, 
Kings Hill, 

Kent, 
ME19 4XX 

 
Monday 11th May 2020 

 

Mrs Guthrie, 
Valley Invicta Primary School at Kings Hill, 
Warwick Way, 
Tower View, 
Kings Hill, 
Kent, 
ME19 4AL 
 

Dear Mrs Guthrie, 

I am writing to you about the possibility of a once in a lifetime Year 3 trip to the Rio carnival. Having 
been a pupil at this school for the last four years, I feel it is now my duty tell you about the feelings 
of your students about the school trips offered by the school. It has long been felt by myself, and my 
peers, that Year 3 have not been treated fairly as we have not been offered fun and exciting trips like 
the other year groups. By writing this letter, I hope to convince you that we deserve this school trip, 
and begin negotiations on organising this. Surely you can agree that a trip to Rio carnival would be 
the best possible experience for us all? 

To begin with, everyone in Seal class agrees that you are the kindest Headteacher that this school 
has ever had and that you do everything in your power to ensure that Valley Invicta Primary School 
at Kings Hill is an enjoyable place to learn. It would be a shame that the lack of school trips would let 
the reputation of this school down. Furthermore, we would be happy to take on the responsibility of 
planning the trip so it would not add to your workload.  

In addition to this, I am sure that you have noticed that Year 3 have worked exceptionally hard this 
year and produced some outstanding work, particularly in Humanities. For example, our fantastic 
rainforest models that we constructed last term. However, we are really struggling to engage with 
the current Rio carnival topic as it is something so far away from our home. For this reason, a trip to 
Brazil would be the perfect solution! 

It is my belief that then pupils in our class would learn so much about Brazil and the carnival culture 
from this trip. In our maths lessons we could calculate the overall cost of the trip per pupil. In 
English, we could write a review of our trip and whether we would recommend it to others. Whilst 
we are there we will also eat lots of traditional Brazilian cuisine and we can learn about how the 
food is grown and the recipes that are followed to create the dishes. If we get the opportunity to 
take part in the carnival it would also improve our Art and Design skills by creative carnival floats, 
costumes and masks. I would really appreciate the chance to allow my creativity to show. 
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Furthermore, travelling to Brazil would also help us all to gain more independence. We would be 
further away from our families for quite some time and I doubt there would be much time for 
contacting home. We would all need to work collaboratively in order to enjoy the trip and survive 
without our parents. These vital teambuilding skills cannot be developed within the normal school 
environment. Don’t you think our parents would be so proud of us when we return? 

I am certain that you can see all of the wonderful opportunities there will be for extending our 
learning. Would you love to give your pupils an extra reward for working so hard this term?  Would 
you feel amazing knowing you had offered us the trip of a lifetime? Then please agree to our 
request. We would remember it forever! I know that if you agreed to this, I would feel as delighted 
as the winner of the lottery.    

Thank you very much for reading my letter, as you can see the arguments are very compelling as to 
why this trip would be beneficial. I look forward to hearing your response.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

Sam Smith (Year 3 pupil) 

 

Questions 

1. What is the purpose of the letter? Use a quote from the text to support your answer. 
2. In the phrase “let the reputation of this school down”, what does the word “reputation” 

mean? 
3. How does the write argue they will not add to Mrs Guthrie’s workload? 
4. Why are the children struggling to engage with the Rio carnival topic? Use a quote from the 

text within your answer. 
5. How will the trip be used to help children’s Maths skills? 
6. In the phrase “We would all need to work collaboratively”, what does the word 

“collaboratively” mean? 
7. In paragraph 6, find and copy a word that means sure. 
8. Find and copy a simile from the text. 
9. A rhetorical question is used to make people think, and an answer is not usually expected. 

Find and copy a rhetorical question from the text. 

10. How does the writer suggest that he is writing on behalf of everyone in Year 3?  

 

Blue Star Challenge 

 

1. Do you think the children deserve to go on the trip? Why? 
2. Do you think this letter will be successful? Why do you think this?  
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3. Why has the writer chosen to include a lot of rhetorical questions in their letter? Think about 
the impact that this has on the reader. 

 

 

 


