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RRSA ACCREDITATION REPORT  

GOLD: RIGHTS RESPECTING 
 

School: Valley Invicta Primary School at Kings Hill 

Headteacher: Steph Guthrie 

RRSA coordinator: Megan Covey 

Local authority: Tonbridge and Malling 

School context: Kings Hill has 220 pupils on roll from age 4-11. 10% of pupils 
are eligible for Pupil Premium funding and 19% of pupils have 
an Education and Health Care Plan. 15% of pupils speak English 
as an additional language.  

Attendees at SLT meeting: Headteacher, Deputy headteacher/RRSA lead, SENCO 

Number of children and 
young people spoken with: 

12 members of the Rights Respecting TED group, 26 children 
from across the school 

Adults spoken with: 2 teachers, parent governor, caretaker 

Key RRSA accreditations: Registered for RRSA: 3rd September 2018 
Bronze achieved: 27th March 2019 
Silver achieved: 9th July 2020 

Assessor(s): Helen Trivers 

Date: 30th March 2022 

 

ACCREDITATION OUTCOME  

Outcomes for Strands A, B and C have all been achieved. 
 

 

Valley Invicta Primary School at Kings Hill has met the standard 
for UNICEF UK’s Rights Respecting Schools Award at  

Gold: Rights Respecting. 
 

 

 

http://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools
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1. STRENGTHS AND RECOMMENDATIONS  
 

 
This report is based on a virtual accreditation visit. The assessor would like to thank the children, 
the Senior Leadership Team, and staff for their warm welcome to the school, for the opportunity 
to speak with adults and children during the assessment and for the detailed evidence provided 
to support the process. Prior to the accreditation visit, the school completed a comprehensive 
School Evaluation: Gold form and provided a good collection of digital evidence. 
 
It was evident that children’s rights are embedded across the school and underpin every facet 
of school life. 
 
 
Strengths of the school include: 
 
• Passionate and confident pupils who are clear on the importance of rights and are 

empowered to drive change within the school.  
• A strong commitment to children’s rights and to RRSA from leaders at all levels.  

• Pupil participation is valued highly, and the range of pupil voice groups gives ample 
opportunities for all children to put their views forward and for these to be acted upon.  

• The school has a strong culture of inclusivity and respect which is understood and articulated 
by children and adults alike.  

• The school’s work on health and wellbeing, in particular the consideration of mental health 
and emotions was notably strong.  

 
Our experience has shown that there are actions that have proven useful in other 
RRSA schools and settings in helping them to maintain and build on their practice at 
Gold level. Here are our recommendations for your school: 
 

• Ensure there is a clear plan in place to establish the sustainability of the excellent rights 
respecting practice.  

• Focus on precision of language used when discussing rights with children, ensuring that the 
rights language is true to the content of the CRC.  

• Continue to be mindful with RRSA language – ‘right to fun’ highlighted on some class 
charters may cause confusion. Ensure RRSA logo is current.  

• Continue the good practice around rights that has become embedded across the school and 
ensure that new initiatives are related back to rights.  

• As a Gold Rights Respecting School, develop your ambassadorial role, promoting the CRC 
and the benefits of a child-rights based approach.  

 

 
  

http://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools
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2.  VISIT HIGHLIGHTS 

STRAND A Highlights and comments 

1. Children, 
young people 
and the wider 
school 
community 
know about and 
understand the 
UN Convention 
on the Rights of 
the Child and 
can describe 
how it impacts 
on their lives and 
on the lives of 
children 
everywhere 

Children talked enthusiastically about the UNCRC, referring to a wide range 
of articles, demonstrating their understanding of rights principles and talking 
about why rights are important, “We know that rights don’t have to be 
earned.”; “We enjoy learning about non-discrimination, it’s really crucial to 
know about this with Black Lives Matter.”; “Every child has the right to food 
water and a clean environment but at the moment we have to work for this 
utopia.” Rights are explicitly linked with learning, with articles from the CRC 
linked to ‘sequence rockets’ for subjects across the curriculum. Classes watch 
Newsround weekly and children talked about global rights issues, with one 
saying, “There is a war in Ukraine and most children are now refugees - they 
have been forced to flee their homes for safety.” linking this to the right to 
protection from war, and another adding, “Another human rights violation is 
when the Taliban took over Afghanistan and women aren’t allowed to work or 
go to school.” Parents are supportive of the approach, with one saying, 
“Rights Respecting has given the school a different culture; our children stand 
out… they are considerate, kind people who really think about the world around 
them.”  A teacher who was new to the school said, “They really understand 
their rights, they can see the point and the relevance and how it links to their 
lives. It gives them a way of thinking; it empowers them.” 

STRAND B Highlights and comments 

2. In school 
children enjoy 
the rights 
enshrined in the 
United Nations 
Convention on 
the Rights of the 
Child. 

Children talked positively about the rights they enjoy at school and that felt 
that every member of the school is valued, “We always include everyone… 
our school is diverse, we all accept everyone.” Adults were clear about their 
roles as duty bearers with the caretaker saying, “We enable them to take their 
rights forward, whether its personal feelings or things they want to do across 
the school.” Class charters are written at the start of each academic year and 
more recently whole school playground and lunchtime rights charters were 
created and have had a positive impact.   

3. Relationships 
are positive and 
founded on 
dignity and a 
mutual respect 
for rights 

The headteacher said, “The children have developed a respectful culture – they 
understand the need to be calm and listen and wait for others. We don’t use 
the word rule, they remind each other how to behave.” Children use ‘Peace 
Pathways’ sentence stems to resolve issues, “Now you can figure everything 
out. This links to rights.” The SENDCO felt that even children who would 
previously have found this tricky have become more independent in dealing 
with issues. Children agreed that they are treated with dignity and respect, 
particularly linking this to the concepts of equality and non-discrimination.  

4. Children and 
young people 
are safe and 
protected and 
know what to do 
if they need 
support. 

Children learn about staying safe in PSHE, “We learn about age limits and 
online safety.” and “People have come in to talk to us about crime, drug use 
and gangs.” Children knew what to do if they felt unsafe, “We have two boxes 
you can put notes in - a Rights Respecting box and an anti-bullying box.” As 
the school is a ‘Telling School’, they knew they could speak to adults if 
needed, “We have a group of teachers called SLT and you can go and speak to 
them if you feel anything is wrong.” with another adding, “You can speak to 
any teacher in the school, they will welcome you and make you feel safe.”  

5. Children’s 
social and 

“There’s been a change in support for our children with their mental and 
emotional health... we do lots of work based on nurture principles.” reported 

http://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools
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emotional 
wellbeing is a 
priority. They 
learn to develop 
healthy 
lifestyles. 

the RRSA lead. All children have Boxall profiles which enables the school to 
support children who may mask their anxieties. Zones of Regulation are used 
across the school, the SENDCO saying, “Anger isn’t a bad emotion – we teach 
them how to deal with it. We use calm boxes, calm spaces and sensory toys 
which all children can use if needed.” The headteacher explained, “We refer 
whole families to deal with trauma as we know this impacts on education. We 
link this to rights.” PSHE is a school-wide priority, and the updated curriculum 
has a greater emphasis on wellbeing and mental health. Yoga, mindfulness 
and meditation reinforce the importance of healthy bodies and minds.  

6. Children and 
young people 
are included and 
are valued as 
individuals. 

The school has a specialist provision for children with autism (Penguin class) 
and has an inclusive approach where children are taught within mainstream 
classes, where possible, with personalised support. Children from Penguin 
class plan and lead ‘Penguin Pals’ days, raising awareness of autism, one 
child said, “We celebrate their superpowers.” The headteacher said, “Having 
children with additional needs enhances our whole school.” Differences are 
celebrated and children talked enthusiastically about the recent whole school 
‘This is Me’ fashion show initiated by pupils, “We created t-shirts representing 
who we are as a person.” 

7. Children value 
education and 
are involved in 
making 
decisions about 
their education. 

Children were positive about their learning and the support they receive, “If 
you struggle, they are flexible. If you tell your teacher, they will make custom 
challenges for you in maths and if you struggle with handwriting you can type 
on a computer.” Children also felt that they received good feedback from 
teachers, “Teachers let us know what we have done well, and a red star stamp 
shows you have done a good job.”  

STRAND C Highlights and comments 

8. Children and 
young people 
know that their 
views are taken 
seriously. 

The school has a democratic approach to decision-making and pupils from 
YR to Y6 join TED teams (Together Everyone Decides) looking at areas such 
as Eco Champions, English, Art, Anti-bullying and RRSA, with children able 
to suggest new TED teams. The headteacher said, “We have whole school 
meetings, where we pose a question… giving them a proper voice not only in 
the school but seeing their influence as global citizens.” Y6 can also apply to 
join the Student Voice Leadership Team, with one member saying, “We 
decide most things, not the teachers!” and another adding, “We talk on behalf 
of all of the children, looking at what we can change and make better as a 
school - Absolutely every adult listens to everything we say.”   

9. All children 
and young 
people have 
taken action to 
uphold their 
rights and the 
rights of others, 
locally and 
globally. 

Children were aware of their roles as global citizens and talked confidently 
about what they do to make a positive difference, “We don’t want to live in a 
world with pollution, so we did a march to show we need to put a stop to 
climate change and help end pollution.” and, “Sunflowers are important to 
Ukrainians so we are selling them, and the money will go to the Red Cross to 
help them. Also, we are going to dress up in blue and yellow clothes to show 
support for them.”  All children participate in termly ‘Ambition Projects’ where 
they think about upholding their own and other’s rights locally and globally. 
The headteacher explained that they support children to develop campaigns 
themselves, even if it takes a little longer to get things going. She said, “We 
want them to demonstrate independence. It’s not a bolt on, it links to the 
curriculum and how it develops is up to the children.” Children said they write 
to their MP about issues and even invited them into school as part of their 
work on climate change. 

http://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools

