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Reading for pleasure

• ‘A love of reading equals the single most powerful factor in 
ensuring children’s success and attainment in later life.’

• DEAR Time

• English texts

• Storytime

• Reading Buddies

• Story share



Presentation Content

• Aspirations

• How do we teach phonics?

• Why do we use RWI?

• Phonics Screening

• How to help at home



Aspirations

Our aspirational milestones;

By the end of Reception

Children should be able to read and understand simple sentences, use 
phonic knowledge to decode regular words, recognise ‘non decodable high 
frequency’ words and read aloud accurately. They should be able to 
demonstrate understanding when talking about what they have read.

By the end of Year 1

Children should read fluently, with good expression, recognising the 
importance of punctuation and be beginning to make deductions and 
inferences from what they have read.

By the end of Year 2

Children should be competent, fluent readers who are confident to tackle 
complex texts and fully comprehend what they are reading.



Progression for Y2
• More rigorous and demanding expectations

• 2 reading tests
• 1 SPAG test

• Expectations
• Fluent and accurate reading
• Decoding of unfamiliar words with ease and no hesitation – reading at 

90 words per minute
• Use vocabulary to understand texts
• identify / explain key aspects of fiction and non-fiction texts, such as 

characters, events, titles and information 
• identify and explain the sequence of events in texts 
• make inferences from the text 
• predict what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far



The simple view of reading



How do we teach phonics?

Children:

• Learn 44 sounds and matching letters

• Learn to blend sounds to read words

• Read and have access to a huge variety

of texts

This is decoding.



How do we teach phonics?

Children:

• Talk about what they have read to show they understand

• Listen to and discuss other ideas to deepen their understanding

This is comprehending.



Children learn a simple code first



If English had a simple code.

play mayk trayn cafay strayt wayt brayk

green dreem kee hee happee

light kight fligh Igh igh tigh

blow smowk flowt gow mowst

moon broot bloo groo



The complex English alphabetic code

English has insufficient letters for its sounds so groups of letters have been 
combined to write the extra 18.

To make it even harder each sound can be written down in more than one 
way.

For example: f f ff ph

ay ay ai a-e aigh eigh eig and ei



Why do we use RWI?

• A rapid  learn to read programme to enable children to read to learn for the 
rest of their loves

• Systematic and structured

• Early success in reading



Ditties and Storybooks

• Read stories featuring words they have learned to sound out

• Show that they comprehend the stories by answering ‘Find It’ ‘Prove It’ 
discussion questions

• Fiction and non-fiction texts



Structure of a lesson

• You will be taught to:

• Say the sound

• Read the sound

• Write the sound

• Make words for reading and spelling

• Read in Fred Talk

• Spell using Fred Fingers



RWI Assessment

At the end of each term;

• Children are grouped based on their reading level, on-going assessments 
help identify children who are making speedy progress and children who 
may need more time

• Spellings are not sent home for children within the programme as children 
are assessed continuously for spelling during the RWI lessons

• Attendance is vital due to the speed of the programme



Phonics Screening

• Taken in June.

• Accurately decode and blend to an appropriate 
standard

• Identifies pupils who need extra help to improve their 

decoding skills

• All children in Year 1 – some exceptions

• Some children in Year 2

• 20 real words and 20 pseudo- words (Alien Words) that 

a pupil reads aloud to the teacher

• Read “Alien” words phonetically

• The threshold mark can change every year

• Report to parents in July



How to help at home

Read regularly with your child - ask questions, talk about the 
story!

Use these prompts to help you: What is that 

character 

thinking?

What do you think 

happens next?

What is the 

character 

saying?

What do you 
think the 

character is 
feeling now?



How to help at home



One way to do this is the stretch the word out. 
For example: nest

Stretch the word out slowly n-e-s-t before putting 

the sounds together to read the word. 

How do I read words I don’t know?

When reading a word you do not recognise straight 
away, it is important to use your phonics knowledge. 



We can also look out for vowel patterns we know.

ai   ay   ee    ea    igh    oa    ar    au   oi    oy
ew    ie    ow     a-e    e-e    o-e   i-e    u-e   

Spotting vowel patterns



Look out for familiar word beginnings 
or endings such as ing, ed or un. 

Spotting known part of the words



And…

• Talk about stories

• Tell stories

• Bring stories to life with actions and story sacks

• Ask questions



Useful websites

www.phonicsplay.co.uk

www.ruthmiskin.com.parents

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks1/literacy/phonics/play/

http://www.ictgames.com/literacy.html

http://www.ruthmiskin.com.parents/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks1/literacy/phonics/play/
http://www.ictgames.com/literacy.html

