
 
 
 
 
 

VALLEY INVICTA PRIMARY SCHOOL AT KINGS HILL 
READING AT OUR SCHOOL 

 
 
 
 
Our Vision 

 
We want our pupils to be communities of confident readers and writers who thrive on 
reading for pleasure and on writing for purpose. We seek to immerse our children in 
a broad range of literature and stories so that they are exposed to the richness and 
diversity of our language and language system.  
 
Creating capable and enthusiastic readers is the most important job that a school 
may do and we take this responsibility very seriously. Our philosophy and approach 
is informed and shaped by both evidence based research and, more recently, in 
association with our training partner, CLPE (Centre for Learning in Primary 
Education.) Reading lies at the heart of everything that we do and permeates the 
wider curriculum; stories are starting points in Science, Human Studies and in Maths.  
 
 
 
 

What our pupils say about Reading 
 

I love reading because I learn new words   (Indiana Y2) 
 
I love reading because when you read you are transported to a magical 
world (James Y5) 
 
When teachers read aloud to us I can relax and listen to the story     
(Elanna Y6) 
 
If it’s hard when I read, I figure it out with my phonics and then adults will 
help me (Alexander Y2) 
 
I love when we read together because everyone is included and we can be 
the different voices in the story (Rio Y4) 
 
When we read together we bond as friends and it’s great (Cameron Y4) 
 
I love reading because I learn new things to use in my stories (Ava Y2) 
 



Why does Reading Matter?  
 
We understand and appreciate the wider and deeper benefits that independent 
reading brings to children. Reading a rich diet of high quality texts and stories will 
ensure that every child reaches their full potential and maximises their life chances. 
Reading is the core strategy for learning in almost every aspect of life and reading 
aloud is an embedded feature of our work with every child. Reading aloud allows 
children to take in the tunes and patterns of language and to experience and enjoy 
stories. We start every day with a story as part of our DEAR time (Drop Everything 
and Read) and we finish the day together as a whole school with storytime. Children 
who do not read for pleasure are ten times more likely to fall behind and work below 
age appropriate expectations by the time they reach the age of eleven and are more 
likely to achieve less well at GSCE (Read On, Get On) Reading at least four times 
per week is an expectation of every pupil in our school and is celebrated and 
rewarded in our Friday assemblies. A special Reading Bear is awarded and the 
winning class is also celebrated on the school newsletter.  
 
What is Reading Well? 
 
Reading is one of the most complex cognitive skills that we learn and requires 
learners to have a range of knowledge, skills and attitudes. Core skills for reading 
well include; 

 Identifying features themes and conventions of stories 

 Developing inferences from the text using evidence 

 Discussing the words an author chooses 

 Discussing how texts are organised 
 
How do we promote reading in school? 
 
We are a reading school and seek to instill in the children a love of books, a passion 
to discuss these and a thirst to explore a range of genres and reading platforms. As 
expert partners, we embrace the role that families play in this respect and every term 
we invite parents into school in order to share favourite stories with their parents in 
the school environment. We participate in the Ten Million Minutes Campaign run by 
Achievement for all, and have this year (2017) won the Tonbridge and Malling 
District Trophy for the Kent Library Summer Challenge. We are enormously proud pf 
the efforts and energies of our pupils and families. 
 
Children have a reading buddy in school with KS2 classes paired with KS1 classes. 
This allows the children to practise and take ownership of their reading. Children 
meet together on the first and last Tuesday of every term during DEAR time. 
 
The evolution and development of our library is an important factor in continuing to 
drive our very good progress in the promotion of reading. We work closely with 
secondary partners in our family of schools in order to share expertise in the 
provision of our library service. We will be working with Junior Librarian.net in order 
to further our work in this evolvement. The Digital Cloud programme will allow to 
achieve the following; 
 

 Train pupils to be librarians 



 Create a barcode system for all books 

 Facilitate a digital cataloguing system 

 Proved access for families at home to the e book programme through APPs 
and internet access 

 Access book recommendations and reviews of new books as they launch 
 
We wish the library to be the pulse of the school and in time for this to be an 
accessible space for our community of families and the wider community. 
 
We host a volunteer reading programme to support the enjoyment and access to 
reading for all our pupils. This initiative supports the accelerated progress of pupils 
who may have fallen behind in their reading and develops the confidence and 
exposure to more challenging texts for our more able readers. Volunteers are drawn 
from our parental community and the Beanstalk project. 
 
How do we teach Reading? 
 
We adopt a multi layered, multi-sensory approach to reading. This takes the 
following shapes; 
 

 Read aloud programme 

 Book Talk – response discussions to texts and stories 

 Response reading – illustrations, story boards, drama, music, reviews, 
predictive writing 


