
Curriculum Overview 

 

  Valley Invicta Academies Trust Primary School at Kings Hill Human Studies Curriculum Key Stage 2 

Year Terms 1&2 Term 3&4 Term 5&6 

3 Vikings France  
 This is predominantly a history based topic which looks 

at Raids and invasion during the Viking Period, Viking 
warriors  and their attacks, comparisons to Anglo-
Saxons, beliefs about after life and gods and studying 
one of the last Anglo-Saxon Kings, Edward the 
Confessor. Also they will study where the Vikings 
travelled and raided,  looking at maps to identify where 
Viking settlements have been in Britain  
 

This geography based unit incorporates map and atlas 
work identifying human and physical features, locating 
places of geographical significance and other countries 
on a wider global scale. The children have the 
opportunity to learn lots of relevant general knowledge 
and compare and contrast places of geographical 
interest such as ports and airports. The children will also 
have the opportunity to study French culture, language 
and food. 

The children will learn about the Romans and their 
invasions of Britain from 55BC-410AD. They will 
compare the Celts and the Romans, learning about 
famous historical figures. For History they will study 
aspects of Roman life including the army, everday life, 
Roman beliefs, and Roman roads. They will try to write 
like the Romans using a stylus (dip pens) whilst learning 
about the influence of the Greek alphabet.   

4 Deserts and Ancient Egypt The Victorians Extreme Earth 
 During this topic the children, the children will study both 

geography and history objectives including map and 
atlas work, global physical and human geography, 
locating deserts in the world and learning about 
continents. They will investigate the weather in different 
deserts and learn about desert use and desertification. 
During the children’s work on Ancient Egypt they will 
sequence events, find out about hierarchy, 
hieroglyphics, gods and beliefs, the Nile, kingdoms, land 
use, inventions and their amazing achievements,   

The children will be learning about life during Victorian 
Britain, They will order events on a time line, learn the 
differences between the wealthy and the poor, study 
leisure activities, working lives, inventions, the industrial 
revolution, workhouses and the differences between 
homes. The children will also research Queen Victoria 
and learn the important role she played during her reign 
as Queen. They will also find out about the British 
Empire and which countries Britain ruled over and in 
which continents they are located in.  

During this Geography unit the children will be learn 
about ‘Weather Around the World’ and by the end of the 
topic they will be able to identify different climate zones, 
describe what countries around the world are like, learn 
about the effects of weather on human activity, as well 
as improving their map skills. They will also have the 
opportunity to design, make and use a range of weather 
recording instruments. The children will also find out all 
about the Earth’s extremes, including tropical storms, 
tsunamis, earthquakes and volcanoes.  

5 Climate Change Children’s LIVES in the WAR Ancient Greece 
 This geography unit addresses the problem of Climate 

Change and its consequences.  The children will learn 
about key indicators of Climate Change and understand 
the concepts of The Greenhouse Effect.  Maps and 
atlases will be used to plot key events and locations 
using both UK and World Maps. Case studies will be 
used to deepen the children’s understanding of global 
problems with pollution including: the crisis in Beijing, 
London and New Delhi.  

This unit will focus specifically on the children’s 
perspectives and experiences of war, specifically during 
the 2nd World War. The unit will provide children with 
knowledge about how the 2nd World war started, the 
chronological main events of the war and how it 
eventually ended.  Children will learn about the Blitz, air 
raids, evacuation, rationing, Anne Frank and will 
conclude with a group speaking presentation 
summarising what they have learnt.  

In this unit the children will learn about the importance 
of the Greek civilisation. The children will create 
personal responses using drama to express their ideas. 
They will compare and contrast cultures of Athens and 
Spartans, debating their advantages and 
disadvantages. By the end of the unit, children have a 
detailed knowledge of Greek theatre, war, fighting, 
battles, the Gods, the origins of the Olympics, the 
inheritance of Greek in our modern day language and 
have a full appreciation of what ‘the Greeks did for us’. 

6 Black History China Brazil 
 This history based unit looks at the study of social 

change during specific time periods. The children will 
also study the history of slavery, continuity and change 
and modern day contexts. The children will consider the 
story of ten black heroes and try to consider the impact 
of their story on attitudes and culture. These heroes 
span the decades and embody the fight for freedom and 
equality. Our primary focus will be: Nelson Mandela, 
Martin Luther King and Jesse Owens. 

During this geographical unit the children will learn 
about China as a modern superpower with deep rooted 
traditions. They will explore its geography with maps, 
identifying regions, populations and different terrains.  
They will investigate the Yangtze River, 3 Gorges dam 
and assess environmental impact. Whilst the main focus 
of the topic is geographical, historical objectives have 
been embedded to allow the children to see China’s 
movement towards a contemporary culture and the 
historical changes 

During this geography unit the children will use a range 
of resources to consolidate mapping and geographical 
enquiry skills. Pupils will explore its geographical 
location in the world using key geographical location 
concepts. Pupils will learn to use maps in different 
ways, Google Earth will be used to identify key Brazilian 
places, The children will be asked to provide personal 
responses to situations and ocncepts using evidence to 
support their ideas. Finally, the deforestation of 
rainforests in Brazil will be investigated.  


