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DFE STATEMENT JUNE 2013

We believe this system is complicated and difficult to understand, 
especially for parents. It also encourages teachers to focus on a 
pupil’s current level, rather than consider more broadly what the 
pupil can actually do. Prescribing a single detailed approach to 
assessment does not fit with the curriculum freedoms we are 
giving schools.



SCHOOL APPROACH TO ASSESSMENT

• In the best interests of children

• Meaningful and has purpose

• Informs teaching and learning to meet pupil attainment 
expectations

• Informs parents



HOW WE ASSESS

• Directed and targeted questioning

• Marking 

• Book scrutiny

• Short quizzes and lesson starter recaps

• Digital tests 

• National Assessments



OUR CURRICULUM ASSESSMENT MODEL

BEGINNING WORKING WITHIN SECURE

Beginning Beginning+ Working 

within

Working 

within+

Secure

SUMMARY HIGHLIGHTS
• 5 band – 2 stages in first 2 bands

• Broader and deeper content on the New Curriculum will allow us to 

identify smaller steps of progress.

• Wording defines how confident the children are with objectives.

• Key concept of the New Curriculum is for children to be able to apply 

learning and mastery of concepts to a wide context of everyday 

problems.



BEGINNING WORKING WITHIN SECURE

Beginning Beginning+ Working within Working within+ Secure

Your child has started to 

learn the objectives in 

the New Curriculum 

matched to their year 

group. They are gaining 

in confidence however 

they still need support. 

There may be some 

objectives from the 

previous year that they 

are continuing to 

consolidate.

Your child is learning 

the objectives in the 

NC matched to their 

year group. They still 

need some support 

however they are 

starting to show 

independence in some 

areas.

Your child is working 

confidently and 

independently with 

many of the objectives 

in the New Curriculum 

matched to their year 

group. They are working 

at age appropriate 

expectations. They have 

achieved approximately 

75% of these 

objectives 

independently and are 

working to consolidate 

the remaining ones. 

Your child is working 

confidently and 

independently with the 

majority of the 

objectives matched to 

their year group. They 

have achieved more 

than 75% of these 

objectives 

independently.

Your child is confident 

in most of the 

objectives in the New 

Curriculum matched to 

their year group and 

these are clearly 

embedded in their 

work across the 

curriculum. There may 

be some objectives that 

require deeper learning 

to allow them to have 

full opportunity to apply 

their learning to real life 

contexts



NATIONAL ASSESSMENT 2016

• Reception baseline assessment 

• Year 1 Phonics Screen – June 2016

• KS1 and KS2 new more rigorous tests based on NC
• scaled scores 

• 100 average

• 80 – 130 parameters

• Progress measured from Reception to KS2– not from KS1 


