
A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
- based on William Shakespeare’s play 

 
Our story begins with Theseus, the Duke of Athens, who was preparing 
for his marriage to Hippolyta, queen of the Amazons. Theseus planned a 
four-day festival of fun and entertainment. He even commissioned his 
Master of the Revels, Philostrate, to find suitable amusements for the 
occasion.  
 
One day, Egeus, an Athenian nobleman, marched into Theseus’s court 
with his daughter, Hermia and two young men : Demetrius and Lysander. 
Egeus told Theseus that he wished for his daughter Hermia to marry 
Demetrius (who was in love with her) but Hermia who was in love with 
Lysander refused to comply. Egeus asked for the full penalty of law to fall 
on Hermia’s head if she disobeyed her father’s will. Theseus gave Hermia 

until his wedding to consider her options - warning her that disobeying her father’s wishes could result 
in her being sent to a convent or even imprisoned.  
 
Nonetheless, Hermia and Lysander (who were madly in love) made up their minds to elope. The young 
couple made their intentions known to Hermia’s friend - Helena, who was once engaged to Demetrius 
and still loves him. Hoping to regain his love, Helena told Demetrius of the elopement that Hermia 
and Lysander had planned. So Demetrius waited for the day of their elopement and followed the 
young couple into the woods; Helena also followed Demetrius without him knowing. 
 
In these same woods however, there were also two very different groups of characters. The first was 
a band of fairies, including Oberon, the fairy king, and Titania, his queen, who had recently returned 
from India to bless the marriage of Theseus and Hippolyta. The second was a band of Athenian 
craftsmen rehearsing a play that they hoped to perform for the Duke and his bride. Oberon and Titania 
were at odds over a young Indian prince who was given to Titania by the prince’s mother; the boy was 
so beautiful that Oberon wished to make him a knight but Titania refused. Seeking revenge, Oberon 
sent his merry servant, Puck, to acquire a magical flower, the juice of which could be spread over a 
sleeping person’s eyelids and make that person fall in love with the first thing he or she saw upon 
waking.  
 
Being a faithful servant, Puck obtained the flower and Oberon revealed to 
him his plan to spread its juice on the sleeping Titania’s eyelids. At that 
moment, Oberon heard the shouts of Demetrius who had discovered that 
Helena had been following him. Having seen Demetrius acting cruelly 
towards Helena, he ordered Puck to spread some of the juice on the eyelids 
of the young Athenian man (Demetrius). Puck searched the woods to find 
Demetrius but instead he encountered Lysander and Hermia; thinking that 
Lysander was the Athenian of whom Oberon spoke, Puck afflicted him with 
the love potion instead!! Disastrous for all!  
 
When Lysander woke up, he just so happened to see Helena first and immediately fell deeply in love 
with her - abandoning his fiancé Hermia. As the night progressed, Puck realized he had made a terrible 
mistake and attempted to undo it by spreading the potion on Demetrius. Helena was still pursuing 
Demetrius, as she had always been in love with him, so the first person Demetrius saw when he woke 
up was her! Both Lysander and Demetrius have now ended up in love with Helena! Poor Hermia! 
Helena thought that they were both playing some kind of joke on her so she ran away whenever one 
of them tried to confess his love for her.  



 
Meanwhile, Hermia became very jealous of Helena so she tried to challenge her to a fight but 
Demetrius and Lysander got involved and they ended up fighting over Helena’s love! Puck, who was 
still following the lovers and was trying to undo his terrible mistake, confused Lysander and Demetrius 
by mimicking their voices. Eventually, he led them apart until they were lost in the forest. 
 
Amidst all the confusion, Titania awoke and the first creature she saw was Bottom. He was the most 
ridiculous of the Athenian craftsmen, whose head Puck had mockingly transformed into that of a 
donkey. Titania pursued Bottom feverishly. Amidst the confusion, Oberon managed to obtain the 
Indian boy and Puck found Lysander and managed to spread the love potion on his eyelids. This final 
time, when Lysander woke up he saw his true love, Hermia!  
 
In the end, Theseus and Hippolyta who were looking for the lost youngsters discovered all of them 
sleeping in the forest and took them back to Athens to be married. Demetrius who was now in love 
with Helena stopped pursuing Hermia and Lysander who had regained his love for Hermia was 
overjoyed that they could now marry and be happy. After a group wedding, the couples watched 
Bottom and his fellow craftsmen perform a hilarious play. That night, the fairies appeared to bless the 
sleeping couples for one last time and then disappeared again forever.  
Only Puck remained behind to plead anyone who heard of the story of the four young people to 
remember everything as though it had been a Midsummer night’s dream! 
 
 


